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Cruising 
warning 
to drivers 
by police 

FIFTEEN car cruisers have 
been targeted in the first 
crackdown by police in the 
light of tough new rules 
banning race meetings 
on a main route through 
Sandwell. 

Police were out in force 
on the Black Country Route 
through West Bromwich, 
Wednesbury and Great 
Bridge on a major operation 
to enforce a new injunction. 

They hit car cruising hot¬ 
spots during a four hours 
operation and said 15 driv¬ 
ers had been issued warn¬ 
ings by traffic officers. 

Officers said drivers were 
told if they were caught 
again they could be arrested 
and face a jail sentence. 

Sandwell Council joined 
Wolverhampton, Dudley 
and Walsall councils to 
work with West Midlands 
Police to three year injunc¬ 
tion from the High Court in 
Birmingham in December. 

It stops people from par¬ 
ticipating in a ‘car cruise’ 
anywhere within the Black 
Country or from promoting, 
organising or publicising 
any car cruising event. 

Inspector Tracy Meir, 
from West Midlands Police 
said: “We issued warning to 
drivers believed involved in 
car cruising with the prom¬ 
ise that they will either have 
their cars seized and or be 
arrested if they are caught 
in our area again.” Anyone 
affected by car cruising is 
urged to call police on 101. 

Baby ward 
fundraiser 

A CHARITY fundraiser is 
being held on Saturday to 
help raise money to support 
care for premature babies 
and their families at City 
Hospital in Birmingham. 

The Bear Tavern, in Bear¬ 
wood, is hosting the charity 
event hosted by organiser 
Nicki Blewitt, of Smeth¬ 
wick, whose son was born at 
the neonatal unit. 

The event starts at 4pm, 
including face painting, a DJ 
and buffet. For more details 
call 07476 160392. 


BURGER ISLAND 
START DATE SET 


Report by Lee Watton 


A £12.7 million overhaul to tackle congestion around a 
busy traffic island is on track to begin later this year, it 
has been revealed. 

Sandwell Council wants to start work on the Birchley island project 
towards the end of the year after plans were backed at a meeting last 
week. But officials from the authority said it would depend on how 
quickly cash for the scheme could be secured. Once work begins, the 
project is expected to take 24 months to complete. 

Council bosses said a detailed business 


£5.5111 park 
revamp is 
welcomed 

PLANS for a £5.5 million revamp of a 
much-loved park in Smethwick have been 
welcomed. The planned redevelopment of 
the historic West Smethwick Park, which 
will see its landmark bandstand, boathouse 
and drinking fountain revitalised, was un¬ 
veiled earlier this month. 

Chairman of the Friends of West Smeth¬ 
wick Park group, Robert Evetts, who has 
been involved with the park for more than 
60 years, said the plans were a huge boost. 

“It is brilliant news for the park,” he 
said. “Something like this does not come 
up very often. The group has been pushing 
for many years to improve the park and get 
it back to how it once was, and something 
like this is a fantastic boost.” 

The council will be lodging a bid for 
£385,350 from the Heritage Lottery Fund 
to kick-start the work before submitting a 
second application for a total of £4.8m. 

Mr Evetts said he has been passionate 
about restoring the park since he first 
started working for Smethwick Council in 
the mid-1970s, tasked with maintaining it. 

“It is not something that comes along 
every day so just to be a part of it is a won¬ 
derful thing. The group is very positive and 
residents have all been consulted.” 


case was now being worked on after a fa¬ 
voured option had been agreed. 

Once finalised the bid will be submitted 
to the Black Country Local Enterprise 
Board, which will decide if the cash should 
be given. It is for the full amount needed 
to cover the work. 

Councillors approved plans for the ‘ham¬ 
burger’ island after experts said it would 
be best way of easing traffic congestion at 
the island, which is used by around 92,000 
drivers a day. 

Plans for the scheme were re-examined 
leading to the launch of a second round 
of public consultation - with 83 per cent 
of the public, motorists and businesses in 
favour of the congestion-busting measure. 

Pleased 

The type of traffic island has been given 
this name because it is effectively split in 
two. It is hoped work on the project will 
begin this year. 

Councillor Steve Eling, deputy leader of 
the council and cabinet member for stra¬ 
tegic resources, said he was pleased the 
scheme was now going forward. 

“The next step will be putting in a busi¬ 
ness case bid to the Black Country Local 
Enterprise Board,” he said. “Some work 
has been done on this already but this 
will be a more detailed document. How¬ 
ever the length of time it will take for the 
funding to be approved is something of an 
unknown quantity at the present time.” 

Wolverhampton Road will be recon¬ 
structed so it passes through the current 
island in both directions next to the elec¬ 
tricity sub-station. There will also be four 
lanes from junction two of the M5 to and 
from Birchley Island and traffic signals 
will also be installed along the Church- 
bridge approach. 



Diesel Dewolfe is organising a comedy event to help raise money for two hospitals 


A MAN from Tipton who almost lost his 
life due to renal failure has decided to give 
something back by giving people a few 
laughs. Diesel DeWolfe was in hospital over 
New Year. 

Mr DeWolfe, aged 42, of Stella Road who 
is often told he has a passing resemblance 
to rocker Ozzy Osbourne, said he wants to 
prove that laughter really is the best med¬ 
icine. “I had an accident last year that left 


me with aphasia and a few other problems,” 
Mr DeWolfe, who changed his name by deed 
poll, said. 

The former bouncer who is on dialysis, is 
performing alongside four other comedians 
on September 18 at The Venue in Dudley. 
Proceeds from ticket sales will go towards 
providing new equipment at City Hospital 
and Russells Hall Hospital in Dudley. 

To book tickets call 07752 110096. 


60 homes 
on the way 
for former 
refuse tip 

PLANS to build 60 homes 
in Tividale as part of a new 
canalside development have 
been revealed. 

The scheme is proposed 
for land at the rear of ex¬ 
isting properties off Tipton 
Road alongside the Gower 
Branch Canal. 

Developer Cameron 
Homes Ltd believes the for¬ 
mer refuse tip is the ideal lo¬ 
cation for homes because of 
nearby transport links and 
leisure services. 

The development would 
consist of two-bedroomed 
flats and three and four-bed- 
roomed houses. 

A total of 54 properties 
would be available on the 
open market with six re¬ 
served for social and inter¬ 
mediate rent. 

Access for cars and pe¬ 
destrians would be from 
Palmerston Drive and there 
would be 146 car parking 
spaces and 60 cycle spaces 
provided. 

A committee of Sandwell 
councillors will decide 
whether to grant planning 
permission when they meet 
on March 11. 

Through discussions 
already held the council 
has been able to secure a 
£50,000 lump sum payment 
from the developers. 

The two hectare site is 
has a plantation of trees. 

The site had been part of 
a refuse tip until the 1970s. 
Homes have already been 
built on much of the land. 

Leader looks 
to the future 

LEADER of Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil, Darren Cooper has set 
out the authority’s stall as 
it faces what he says are 
‘tough times’ ahead. 

In an exclusive article for 
the Chronicle, Councillor 
Cooper has reiterated the 
council’s commitment to 
its Facing the Future pro¬ 
gramme, incorporating a 
number of big projects to 
tackle diminishing coffers, 
in the wake of continuing 
cuts from central Govern¬ 
ment. 

• Focusing - See Page 10 
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Watson says Rifkind move 'inevitable' 


SIR Malcolm Rifkind’s resignation 
as the chairman of a powerful com¬ 
mittee was ‘inevitable’ after he was 
embroiled in the cash for access 
scandal, MP Tom Watson has said. 

The West Bromwich East repre¬ 
sentative said the former foreign 
secretary’s actions also gave rise to 
a need for changes in the way MPs 
are chosen for the Intelligence and 
Security Committee. 


Sir Malcolm said it was ‘quite 
obvious’ allegations made following 
an undercover sting had ‘become an 
issue’. 

Sir Malcolm, who has announced 
his will now quit as an MP at the 
general election, said he had also 
stepped aside as chair of the parlia¬ 
mentary Intelligence and Security 
Committee (ISC) because he did not 
want the work of the committee to 


be “distracted”. Sir Malcolm, who 
has had the Tory whip withdrawn, 
dismissed suggestions that he had 
been pushed by No 10. 

He said: “Downing Street don’t 
have that power. The intelligence 
committee acts under an Act of 
Parliament. 

“The Prime Minister has no 
power to dismiss members of the 
committee. 


“The committee make their own 
decisions.” He also said it was ‘quite 
unrealistic’ to think MPs can live 
on ‘simply £60,000’ a year without 
looking for extra income, 

Mr Watson, MP for West Brom¬ 
wich East, said: “It was inevitable 
that Malcolm Rifkind has gone but 
the rules governing membership of 
the intelligence committee need im¬ 
mediate reform.” 


Man jailed for taking 
'revenge' on ex-lover 


A MAN who sold his ex-girlfriend’s cooker, 
fridge, washing machine and bed in ‘revenge’ 
after their relationship ended has been jailed 
for six months. 

Adam George still had a key to the property in 
Quinton and after getting rid of the goods he also 
used a sharp instrument to cut up her clothing, Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court heard. 


Counters at 
police HQs 
set to shut 

FRONT desks at three 
Sandwell police stations will 
close on Saturday. 

The move to shut coun¬ 
ters at Tipton, Old Hill and 
Wednesbury comes as West 
Midlands Police looks to 
save £3million. 

The force is axing 27 front 
counters over the next 12 
months. Others in the Black 
Country closing on that date 
include Aldridge, Willenhall, 
Wednesfield, Stourbridge 
and Halesowen. 

Police chiefs say the clo¬ 
sures are necessary to pro¬ 
tect police numbers in the 
face of central Government 
funding cuts which have 
already seen the number 
of police officers reduced by 
16,000. 

The counter at Dudley 
Police Station was not in¬ 
cluded among the closures 
after Dudley North MP Ian 
Austin launched a campaign 
calling for the facility to be 
saved. 

But Mr Austin has said 
the threat of closure has not 
yet been completely lifted. 

Police chiefs say the clo¬ 
sures of front desks follows 
analysis which showed there 
was little demand from the 
public during the evening 
and overnight and most 
people wanted more mod¬ 
ern ways of contacting the 
police. 


Mr David Bennett, pros¬ 
ecuting, said that George 
had moved into the Bland- 
ford Road flat but his rela¬ 
tionship with Kerry Owen 
had ended when he was ar¬ 
rested for tearing one of the 
doors in the property off its 
hinges. 

George, who had 15 previ¬ 
ous offences on his criminal 
record, then returned to the 
flat after Miss Owen left for 
a few days and he sold her 
furniture 

The 27-year-old, of no 
fixed address, admitted theft 
and criminal damage when 
he appeared in court earlier 
this week. 

Motivated 

Mr Timothy Harrington, 
defending George, said the 
offences had been motivated 
by revenge over the decision 
by his former girlfriend to 
discontinue seeing him. 

He added that the defend¬ 
ant was full of remorse for 
his actions because he re¬ 
alised that he had behaved 
badly. 

Recorder Michael Hurst 
told him the offences were 
so serious only an immedi¬ 
ate prison sentence was ap¬ 
propriate. 

He said: “She left her 
home because of the way 
you were behaving. 

“You kept a key and when 
she was away you sold most 
of the items.” 

George was also handed a 
restraining order. 

The order forbade him 
from having any contact 
with Miss Owen until fur¬ 
ther notice. 


Scandal of dumped rubbish 



The pile of rotting rubbish, as it was seen in the front garden of a Birmingham home 


THIS festering tower of rubbish prompted 
environmental health officers to play detec¬ 
tive and track down those responsible. 

Dozens of black bags containing rotting 
household waste were piled up to around 7ft 
outside an empty house. After clearing up 
the waste, Birmingham City Council’s envi¬ 
ronmental health team have sifted through 
the bags and have traced where much of the 
rubbish has come from. 

They will now be knocking on doors to 
grill residents living in Acocks Green. 

Councillor John O’Shea, who represents 


Acocks Green, was alerted to the rubbish 
mountain following a complaint from a res¬ 
ident living on the road. 

He tweeted a picture of the mountain of 
rubbish and posted: “I understand this pile 
is being reduced right now, thanks to ac¬ 
tion by @ehbham supporting Acocks Green 
residents.” 

“The rubbish was piled high - I have 
never seen anything like it at a property be¬ 
fore. I received a complaint from a resident 
so I contacted the environmental health 
team. 


Council 
leader in 
plea over 
services 

THE leader of Sandwell 
Council has called on people 
to help shape mental health 
services in the Black Coun¬ 
try. 

Darren Cooper wants 
more people to become 
members of the Black Coun¬ 
try Partnership NHS Trust 
which provides support to 
people with mental health 
needs. 

Members come from all 
walks of life and give their 
feedback on the service and 
suggest possible areas for 
improvement. 

Councillor Cooper said he 
believed there was a ‘stigma’ 
surrounding mental health. 

He said: “In my day job I 
used to be a mental health 
nurse, so it’s a subject close 
to my heart. 

“If you would like to help 
us to reduce the stigma 
around mental health and 
help shape the services pro¬ 
vided in the Black Country, 
you can become a member 
of the trust. It’s about in¬ 
volving communities in the 
mental health services pro¬ 
vided in our communities. 
It’s rewarding, it gives you 
a voice and it’s important. 
I think we all have a part 
to play in helping reducing 
the stigma around mental 
health issues.” 

More information on how 
to join the trust is available 
at www.bcpft.nhs.uk 

Spellar backs 
camera calls 

THE MP for Warley John 
Spellar has welcomed calls 
for all speed cameras to 
be painted yellow. The call 
came from Labour’s trans¬ 
port spokesman Michael 
Dugher. 

Mr Spellar said he agreed 
that cameras should be used 
to slow drivers down, not 
catch them out. 

Mr Spellar, who was 
Transport Minister in the 
last Labour government, 
said: “The aim should be 
not to catch drivers out and 
get fines out of them but to 
change their behaviour es¬ 
pecially on accident prone 
stretches of road.”” 


Road blocked 

A ROAD in West Bromwich 
was blocked after two cars 
were involved in a crash. 

The smash happened on 
Church Lane at around 
4.30pm on TuesdayTwo 
police cars attended with 
one ambulance, although 
nobody is thought to have 
been injured. 
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Borough 
amputees 
linked to 
diabetes 

DEPRIVATION in Sandwell 
could be why there are more 
amputations as a result of 
diabetes in the area than 
almost anywhere else in the 
country, according to a pub¬ 
lic health doctor. 

A report revealed 
Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust 
carried out 48 amputations 
related to the disorder in 
2011/12, which was the fifth 
highest figure nationally. 

In the year to Febru¬ 
ary the trust, which runs 
Sandwell General Hospital, 
said there have been 31 pa¬ 
tients with amputations of 
their toes, feet, or legs, of 
which 14 had a primary di¬ 
agnosis of diabetes. 

Dr Doug Robertson, the 
public health lead for the 
trust, said financial hard¬ 
ship was one reason for the 
high numbers. 

“If you look at the other 
areas identified with a high 
prevalence it has a lot to do 
with deprivation,” he said. 

“It has a lot to do with 
people not looking after 
their health generally. This 
all means you are more 
likely to get diabetes. 

“Other places identified 
were rural spots where ac¬ 
cess to services is a problem. 

“Obesity of course plays 
a role. It is the biggest risk 
factor for Type 2 diabetes.” 

Tea dance at 
centre venue 

A FORTNIGHTLY tea 
dance for dancers of all 
abilities will launch next 
month. 

The sessions will be held 
at the Wood Lane Commu¬ 
nity Centre in West Brom¬ 
wich from March 4, led by 
former BBC Strictly Come 
Dancing semi-finalist Mar¬ 
garet Powell. The first ses¬ 
sion is at 1pm to 3.15pm and 
a buffet will follow. 

Tickets for the launch 
event are £3 per head and 
can be bought by calling 
0121 525 2772 or by email¬ 
ing info@ggce.co.uk. For 
details visit www.slt-leisure. 
co.uk 

Hospital hits 

RUSSELLS Hall Hospital 
has once again bucked the 
national trend by hitting 
Accident & Emergency tar¬ 
gets. There were 1,809 at¬ 
tendances at the hospital’s 
A&E unit last week and 
96.8 per cent within four 
hours, one of the best fig¬ 
ures in the country. 


Ofsted inspectors praise children's centres 


FOUR children’s centres in Sandwell have 
been praised by Ofsted inspectors for offer¬ 
ing families a ‘quality service’. 

Burnt Tree Children’s Centre, Great 
Bridge Children’s Centre, Tipton Chil¬ 
dren’s Centre and the Young Parents’ Chil¬ 
dren’s Centre were all rated as good during 
inspections. 

Staff at the centres said they were de¬ 
lighted with the rating, while council chiefs 
praised them for being vital services to the 
community. 

A report from Ofsted said the centres, 


run by the Murray Hall Community Trust, 
ensure children benefit from good-qual¬ 
ity early learning activities, so when they 
start school they are very well prepared and 
make good progress. 

Children’s centre cluster manager Lynsey 
Matthews said: “We are delighted to have 
been awarded a good rating by Ofsted. It is 
testament to all the hard work and efforts 
of the staff in running the children’s cen¬ 
tres and is well-deserved. 

“We are very proud that our family-cen¬ 
tred approach has been recognised by Of¬ 


sted. This report is a great tribute to the 
staff, parents and carers, children and our 
advisory board. 

“It is particularly pleasing that Of¬ 
sted recognise children are more ready to 
achieve well at school if they have accessed 
pre-school services,” she said. 

The Young Parents’ Children’s Centre 
has also been given a good rating, it works 
with young parents across the whole of 
Sandwell and staff often go to homes to 
offer support. 

Inspectors were particularly impressed 


with the staff who provide good quality 
care, guidance and support for families. 
They also acknowledged that parents speak 
highly of the centre. 

Councillor Simon Hackett, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for children’s services, said: “These are 
vital services in the community and I’m 
pleased they have been recognised by Of¬ 
sted as providing a good service. 

“It’s also nice to hear that families and 
parents using the centres are also very pos¬ 
itive about the services they get. I’d like to 
congratulate the staff at these centres/^ 


Bus stop collision driver 
faces jail on student death 


A DRIVER faces jail after admitting killing a 
university student as she waited for a bus to 
take her to a friend’s hen party. 

Rebecca McManus, aged 21, died when Sukvin- 
der Mannan’s Mitsubishi Evo careered into her as 
she waited at a bus stop on Hagley Road West, near 
Bearwood. Mannan, of Roundhills Road, Halesow¬ 
en, pleaded guilty to causing death by dangerous 


driving. 

The 33-year-old also ad¬ 
mitted a charge of causing 
serious injury by dangerous 
driving at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court on Tuesday, 
after Harriet Barnsley was 
also hurt on the same day, 
and failing to provide a 
blood sample following the 
collision on May 31 last 
year. 

Miss McManus died at the 
scene while Miss Barnsley, 
also 21, suffered serious in¬ 
juries and was left in critical 
condition. Judge Andrew 
Lockhart QC adjourned the 
case to a later date still to be 
fixed where Mannan will be 
sentenced. 

Disqualification 

“Whatever else happens 
he will be receiving a very 
substantial prison sen¬ 
tence,” he said. Judge Lock¬ 
hart imposed an interim 
driving disqualification 
banning Mannan from the 
roads until his sentence. 

Mannan, who is mar¬ 
ried but does not have any 
children, was bailed by the 
court but strict conditions 
were imposed including 
regular reporting to a police 
station. He was also ordered 
to surrender his passport. 

Judge Lockhart said 
the loss of life had been 
a ‘tragedy’ and said Miss 
McManus’s family had ‘suf¬ 
fered an enormous loss’. 

During the hearing, Man¬ 
nan spoke only to confirm 
his name and enter his 
pleas. 

Miss McManus, from 



Sukvinder Mannan 


Oldbury, was described as 
‘bright and funny’ by her 
family and friends, and 
teachers said she was ‘tal¬ 
ented, warm, generous and 
lovely’. 

She was a creative writing 
student, poet and musician 
and attended the University 
of East Anglia on an Eng¬ 
lish Literature with creative 
writing degree course. 

Miss McManus was 
known for wearing her 
trademark red beret and 
had attended Stourbridge’s 
King Edward VI College 
achieving four A-Levels - 
two at A* and two at grade 
A. 

Her family said: “Rebecca 
lived life to the full. She 
was bright and funny with 
a wonderful future to look 
forward to.” 

Inderjit Singh, 30, of 
Cranbourne Avenue, Et- 
tingshall, is also accused of 
causing death by dangerous 
driving and was bailed to 
appear for a further hearing 
later in the year. 


Going 
loco for 
model 
railways 

MODEL railway enthusi¬ 
asts young and old turned 
out in force to make a Black 
Country group’s spring 
open day the most popular 
in its history. 

Trains of all shapes and 
sizes were on display at the 
Warley Model Railway Club 
in Oldbury. 

Visitors included some of 
the most ardent enthusiasts 
as well as children who only 
had eyes for Thomas the 
Tank Engine and friends. 

There were 15 model 
layouts on display in total. 
Tracks were laid down 
across the club’s 627 sq m 
headquarters in Pearsall 
Drive, Oldbury, as model 
trains zoomed past. 

Around 250 people at¬ 
tended the event on Sunday, 
making it the busiest open 
day ever. 

Publicity officer Dave 
Moorhouse said: “There 
was something to enjoy for 
everyone. We had visitors 
from four years old to 90 
years old.” 

More than 17,000 people 
are expected to attend the 
club’s showpiece event, the 
Warley National Model Rail¬ 
way Exhibition at Birming¬ 
ham’s National Exhibition 
Centre in November. 

The club is approaching 
its 50th anniversary, having 
opened in 1967. 



Mark Tustin and son Jacob, aged four, from Smethwick, watch the display at the open day 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Next meeting for 
town pub group 

A GROUP campaigning to 
defend a pub in Cradley 
Heath is holding a meeting 
next month. 

The Friends of Haden 
Cross Inn will meet on 
March 10 at 7.30pm. 

Members in the group, 
fresh from their victory 
over proposals to build 
a Co-op in the pub’s car 
park, have said they will 
continue their work. 

The pub has now been 
classified as an Asset of 
Community Value, which 
means the Co-op will not 
be built, although the 
group say they have not yet 
had it in writing. 

Digital ad near 
M5 is rejected 

PLANS for a digital adver¬ 
tising hoarding next to the 
M5 motorway in Oldbury 
have been refused. 

It had been earmarked 
for land off Ashes Road - 
1,312 ft from the turn-off 
for junction 2 of the mo¬ 
torway. 

But the scheme has been 
turned down by Sandwell 
Council due to concerns it 
would distract motorists 
close to the junction. 

Planning officers also 
raised concerns that the 
hoarding would be too 
close to nearby flats. 

Road is blocked 
after car smash 

A ROAD in West Bromwich 
was blocked after two cars 
were involved in a crash. 

The smash happened on 
Church Lane at around 
4.30pm on Monday. 

Nobody is thought to 
have been injured. The 
road was blocked before 
police were able to remove 
the vehicles. Police spokes¬ 
woman Deb Edmonds said: 
“Two cars were dispatched 
after we received the call 
after 4.30pm.” 

Park funding bid 
given go ahead 

A MULTI-MILLION 
pound revamp of a park 
in Smethwick has been 
agreed with funding plans 
now being drawn up. 

Sandwell Council’s cab¬ 
inet has agreed to back 
restoration plans for West 
Smethwick Park. The 
council will now lodge a 
bid for £385,350 from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund to 
kick-start the work. 

Restrictions due 

TRAFFIC restrictions will 
be in place during mobile 
phone mast repairs. There 
will be no right turn onto 
Lichfield Road, New In¬ 
vention, from The Square 
today, Thursday, from 
9.30am to 3.30pm. 


3 


BARGAIN BLINDS 

WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY 
LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 




W 



6 Child Safe 
Vertical Blinds 
From £169 
Fully Fitted 

All Other Blinds Reduced 


VERTICALS, ROLLERS, 
VENETIANS, ROMANS, 
VELUX, PLEATED, PATIO 
AWNINGS AND CURTAINS, 
CONSERVATORY & CURVED 
BLIND SPECIALISTS 
FREE Quote FREE Fitting 
FREE Child Safety Features * ’ 

Free Phone 0800 0347 111 
Sandwell -www.ukbargainblinds.co.uk 


Celebrating 
Our 4 
.15th /earj 


Elite I»TL°.S 

with this 

AT LAST! A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST & RELY ON 


KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BEDROOMS 


Repair Centre 


WINDOW. DOOR & CONSERVATORY REPAIRS 


We offer a complete repair service 
on all uPVC Windows & Doors 

Broken or Misted Double 
Glazed Units Replaced 

• Handles, Letterboxes, Hinges Replaced 

• uPVC Door Lock Specialists 

• Dropped Doors Re-Aligned 

• All Work Fully Guaranteed 

• Free Assessment & Quotation 

• Burglar Alarms 

• CCTV Systems 

•BeatThe GoUTHM . 

Call Now For Your FREE Quote 

0121556 7771 • 07412 766665 

24HR Emergency Number 07834 882294 
Head Office: 132 Walsall Road, West Bromwich B71 3HP 

www.Elite-Property-Services.co.uk 



OPENING TIMES: 
Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 
Other Times By Appointment 


10 REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE 
BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 

1 Family business established over 25 years 

2 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 

3 FREE borne design service, we listen to you and design to your requirements 

4 Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, sinks and taps to 
choose from, but do not worry, we are here to help and advise what is 
right for you 

5 We project manage from start to finish 

6 We con supply only, or complete the whole project, including tiling, electrics, 
plumbing, building, plastering and even decorating 

7 All rubbish removed ot the end of the project 

8 Gos Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

9 NICEIC Registered electricians 

10 Quality products at realistic prices 


The Home Improvement Specialist 


I - 

Established over 25 years 

5 Mall Green Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B713JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 
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THE BEST OF ** t 

PETER RHODE^ 

I HAD no idea they were inviting bids from volunteers ea¬ 
ger to go to Mars and never return to Earth. Why can’t we 
nominate other people? I’ve got a little list.. . 

FUNNY how your opinions can change in an instant. I 
had always been vaguely opposed to the European Arrest 
Warrant. How can it be right that English folk can be ar¬ 
rested on English doorsteps and hauled off to be tried in 
foreign courts? And then you see the footage of Chelsea 
fans (“We’re racists and that’s the way we like it”) abusing 
people in the Paris Metro and you think, oh, bring it on. 
Chuck 'em in the police van and next stop, Calais. 

FORTY years of health and safety legislation and it 
comes to this. In New Zealand, two cops spot a woman 
whose car has rolled into a harbour. She cannot escape 
and is minutes away from drowning. The officers jump into 
the water, grab a slab of concrete, smash the rear window 
and drag her to safety. Are we not all appalled at such 
recklessness? Did either of these officers conduct a full 
risk assessment? I doubt it. Have they attended an ap¬ 
proved course on jumping into water? Were they aware of 
the microbial risks of entering a harbour without protec¬ 
tive clothing? Have they undergone hypothermia training? 
Were they qualified in all aspects of handling large pieces 
of masonry? It is intolerable that members of the emergen¬ 
cy services think they should provide some sort of service 
in an emergency. Back to the classroom, everyone. 

I ASSUMED Boris Johnson was trying his hand at com¬ 
edy last week when he penned a stirring column warning 
that a Labour government would strip Britain’s armed forc¬ 
es and leave us defenceless. How can you not respond 
with a hollow laugh, looking at the wasteland of defence 
left by this Tory government? Twenty thousand fine Brit¬ 
ish soldiers have been sacked and the Reserves (formerly 
the TA) are collapsing before 
our eyes. I remember years 
ago an old true-blue, To- 
ry-voting artillery major who 
served through the Second 
World War and the Cold War 
telling me sadly: “We always 
do better under Labour than 
the Tories.” The theory is that 
when Conservatives get their 
hands on the armed forces, 
the bean-counting instinct 
takes over but when Labour 
forms a government, the 
old working-class patriotism 
kicks in. 

ED Miliband says the Black Country has nothing to fear 
from joining a combined council with Birmingham. His 
spin-doctors have obviously not informed him that the 
proudest boast of any Blackcountryman is “Ar bay frum 
bloody Brum.” (I am not a resident of Birmingham). 

SO Labour is going to get a grip on tax dodging. The 
snag is that, while there will always be a small percentage 
of millionaire families (the Milibands of Primrose Hill, for 
example) who use clever, and entirely legal, strategies to 
keep their tax liabilities to a minimum the biggest form of 
tax dodging is the sort used a million times a day by small 
businesses. “Knock a few quid off for cash?” asks the cus¬ 
tomer, and the plumber/window cleaner/electrician gladly 
agrees. Now, the tradesman may be using cash payments 
to dodge VAT and income tax. Or he may simply prefer 
cash because it saves him the bother of taking yet another 
cheque to the bank. So over to you, Messrs Miliband and 
Balls. How do you sort the bona-fide from the fiddlers? 
The Balls answer is for customers to demand a receipt for 
work done. So that’s higher prices for the customers, more 
paperwork for traders, battalions of tax inspectors to mon¬ 
itor every bank account and crawl over every scribbled re¬ 
ceipt, and, presumably, some penalty on customers who 
don’t keep their receipts. Is that what the two Eds want? If 
so, do let us know so we can all get the house rewired or 
painted before May 7, General Election day. 



Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Academy praised for ‘effective action 1 


EFFECTIVE action is being taken 
to tackle areas requiring improve¬ 
ment at an academy in Darlaston, 
according to a new Ofsted report. 

Grace Academy Darlaston was 
judged as requiring improvement 
in 2013, however, a second moni¬ 
toring inspection by the education 
watchdog has found improvements 
are being made, although it ded that 
work still needs to be don. 


Inspectors said the interim prin¬ 
cipal has introduced a sense of ur¬ 
gency and purpose to the work of 
the academy. 

During a recent inspection of the 
Herberts Park Road school, Inspec¬ 
tor Peter Humphries said: “Senior 
leaders, governors and academy 
sponsors are taking effective action 
to tackle the areas requiring im- 
provement.” 


But the inspector recommended 
further action is taken to ensure 
students make rapid progress in 
maths and that all teachers consist¬ 
ently apply the academy’s marking 
and feedback policy. 

In the report, Mr Humphries 
praised interim principal Graham 
Steele for his influence on the 
academy. He said: “The interim 
principal has introduced a sense of 


urgency and purpose to the work of 
the academy. Students and staff are 
overwhelmingly positive about the 
changes he has introduced.” 

He said academy leaders, includ¬ 
ing governors, have taken appro¬ 
priate steps to increase the number 
of teachers who deliver lessons 
that help students to develop their 
knowledge, skills and understand¬ 
ing 


Peace may sell up as 
Baggies' profits soar 


ALBION chairman Jeremy Peace has con¬ 
firmed he is willing to sell the club after an¬ 
nouncing pre-tax profits had soared to a re¬ 
cord £14.7million. 

Mr Peace has written to Baggies shareholders con¬ 
firming the profit for the year ending June 2014 on 
an income of £86.8m.The 58-year-old has confirmed 
he is ready to negotiate the sale of his majority 

shareholding. B y Steve Madeley 


Profit for the previous 
year was £6m. 

“I have been at the helm 
for 13 years now and I am 
proud of what has been 
achieved in that time,” said 
Mr Peace. “I do not need to 
remind supporters about 
the journey we have shared 
to this point. I am happy to 
continue as we strive to de¬ 
liver Premier League foot¬ 
ball whilst growing the club 
within our means. 

“But equally if there was 
someone out there will¬ 
ing and capable of taking 
the club further forward, 
I would be willing to step 
aside and negotiate a change 
of ownership.” 

The financial statement 
for the club’s ultimate 
parent company, WBA 
Holdings Ltd, showed over¬ 
all staff costs, comprised 
mainly of players’ wages, 
rose to to £65.5m - also a 
new club record. 

Mr Peace repeated his call 
for new investors, first made 
seven years ago, in the wake 
of the Premier League’s 
new £5.14 billion broadcast 
rights deal. He said: “I said 


in 2008 that I was open to 
proposals regarding invest¬ 
ment in the club and would 
not stand in the way of a 
new owner providing they 
convinced me their inten¬ 
tions for the club were in 
keeping with its traditions 
and values. 

“Nothing has changed in 
that regard. The announce¬ 
ment of a record media 
rights deal for the Premier 
League is sure to mean that 
there is once again huge 
interest in the brand. It is 
a sound company - an ex¬ 
tremely solid club with no 
debt, significant assets, a 
developing infrastructure 
and reasons to be confident 
about the future.” 

Meanwhile Mr Peace, 
whose company holds nearly 
88 per cent of the club’s 
shares, is proposing an end 
to the requirement to hold 
an AGM of the subsidiary 
Group company. Chief Ex¬ 
ecutive Mark Jenkins said: 
“We have more effective 
ways of communicating with 
our fans and shareholders.” 


Trampolining success 

TRAMPOLINING sessions for young people with disabil¬ 
ities have been hailed as success by organisers. The set of 
six-week sessions run by Sandwell Parents for Disabled 
Children brought together a total of 24 young people and 
their siblings. It was all made possible after the club suc¬ 
cessfully bid for and received funding from the Sandwell 
Disability Activation Fund. 

As well as learning the basics of trampolining, organisers 
said the advantages included the youngsters receiving reg¬ 
ular exercise, meeting new friends, becoming proud of their 
new achievements and having fun in the process. 



Jade sparkles in model hope 


Left to right, Jade Edwards, from Aldridge, Alvin Tshibangu and Sama Kargbo 


A BUDDING model from Aldridge is a step 
closer to her dream career after making it 
through to the final of a national competi¬ 
tion. 

Seventeen-year-old Jade Edwards topped 
the bill in the regional heats of England’s 
Top Model alongside Sama Kargbo, aged 18, 
from Hands worth and Alvin Tshibangu, 21, 
from Manchester. 

The contest was held at Sofia’s Italian 
Restaurant in High Street, Walsall. 

Men and women, aged between 17 to 


25, travelled from as far as Manchester on 
Sunday to take part in the first heat of the 
England’s Top Model competition. 

The entrants were marked by a panel 
of judges on a number of different areas 
including their walk, poses and general 
knowledge on the subject of modelling. 

The competition, which was organised 
by the Natasha Mac Model Agency based in 
Birmingham. 

The final of England’s Top Model takes 
place in April at Sofia’s in Walsall. 


Police in 
patrols as 
woods hit 
by riders 

MINI-MOTORBIKE riders 
are tearing around a pop¬ 
ular beauty spot causing 
damage and nuisance - 
prompting police to mount 
patrols to deter the yobs re¬ 
sponsible. 

A crackdown has started 
in Warley Woods, in Bear¬ 
wood, against riders speed¬ 
ing around pathways and 
grassed areas in the park¬ 
land. People have taken to 
social media to complain 
about mini motos riding in 
the park. 

Ward councillors say 
there have been other acts 
of vandalism in the park in¬ 
cluding damage to benches 
and welcomed the police 
patrols. Gates have been 
closed off at the park to stop 
vehicles accessing the 100- 
acre woodland at nights fol¬ 
lowing complaints. 

But officers hit the beat 
on Saturday to patrol 
through the picturesque 
parkland in response to 
fresh reports coming into 
the force. Police in Abbey 
said patrols took place at 
the weekend around Warley 
Woods following reports of 
mini motos in the area. 

Roads at the entrances 
ave been relaid in recent 
weeks and a walk is being 
held on March 7 from 10am 
to fund replacements for 
two picnic benches wrecked 
by vandals. 

Valentine's 
couple win 

SHOPPERS Diane and 
Frank Smith from West 
Bromwich received a special 
engraved Valentine’s Star 
award, Argos vouchers and 
delicious chocolates, as the 
winners of a competition in 
Cannock. 

Residents were invited to 
send in their romantic sto¬ 
ries for the chance to win. 

Diane nominated her 
husband of forty nine years 
for his continued romance 
throughout their marriage. 
Last year Diane was diag¬ 
nosed with cancer, she is 
now in remission, however 
Frank has never left her 
side. 


Greggs reopens 

A BAKERY in Willenhall 
has reopened following a re¬ 
furbishment. 

Greggs in Stafford Street 
now boasts a seating area 
and free Wi-fi. 

Retail director Raymond 
Reynolds described it as a 
‘modern and comfortable’ 
upgrade to the shop. 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5075219 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



PPUERS OF ALL 
TYPES OF PET FOOD 


^SU 
^KTYP 

n. All TYPES OF 
x CAGES FOR 
PARROTS & BIRDS 


V PIGEON PRODUCTS V GRIT 

V CORN V FISH V BUDGIES V RABBITS 

V CANARIES V FROZEN REPTILE FOOD 



IF WE DON'T STOCK IT 

WE Will GET IT! JT 

» I *-. 175 Hi "'■‘s^+kwick y 


Unit 1A, 175 Hill Street, 
Smethwick B66 2AS 
TEL: 0121 565 1187 
MOB: 07462 301701 


Smetkwick 

. V &5 



There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Wil 

Only £75.00 plus VAT] 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £80.00 plus \i 

A home visit at a convenient tim^ 

For information and appointment Mil 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Gu ardiag shij^Tn 

Members of the Soci£] 

Goodwills 

WtWoP 



BLINDS 

SANDWELL- www.blind-deals.co.uk 
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Pioneer 
landfill 
operation 
is closed 

A LANDFILL site, which 
was once the busiest in Eu¬ 
rope, has closed after near¬ 
ly 50 years of dealing with 
West Midlands waste. 

At its height, over 2,000 
lorries a day delivered waste 
from homes and businesses 
to the site in Packington in 
Chelmsley Wood, Birming¬ 
ham and around 35 million 
tons of waste is now buried 
there. 

The last load was deliv¬ 
ered and to mark the oc¬ 
casion staff and customers 
- past and present - were to 
the site to mark the end of 
an era. 

Geraint Rees, general 
manager for SITA UK, the 
company which runs the 
site, said: “Packington is 
renowned throughout the 
waste industry. It was once 
the busiest site in Europe, 
but it also had the reputa¬ 
tion for leading the way in 
landfill technology. 

“It was the first site in the 
country to produce electric¬ 
ity from landfill gas.” 

Composting was intro¬ 
duced at Packington in 2004 
and now almost 50,000 tons 
of green waste is turned into 
compost products for use on 
local farms and agricultural 
projects each year. In 2008 
wood shredding started on 
site, with up to 70,000 tons 
of wood a year turned into 
a range of biofuel products. 

New pub is 
on the way 

A NEW pub is set open in 
Cradley Heath, with work 
taking place to convert a 
former Essentials store. 

The first pint is expected 
to be pulled at the Black- 
countryman Pub in High 
Street in a few weeks. 

Drinkers will be able to 
buy real ales brewed in the 
area, along with ciders and 
lagers for £2.50. 

Steve Letherbarrow from 
Brierley Hill, who is one of 
the men behind Blackcoun- 
tryman Ltd, said the aim 
was to open 10 new pubs in 
the area within the next two 
years. All of them will be 
called the Blackcountryman. 


Works in place 

MOTORISTS face delays 
along a main route in Wil- 
lenhall during works. Tem¬ 
porary traffic signals will 
operate on the A462 be¬ 
tween Sandringham Road 
and Ezekiel Lane during 
telecoms main connection 
works, between 9.30am and 
4pm until February 27. 



The radiant seven-months pregnant Duchess shares a joke with the youngsters The Duchess chats to some of the kids and parents during her visit last week 

Kate captures the hearts 
of youngsters at centre 


Report by Lee Watton 


THE Duchess of Cambridge was 
moved to tears during a visit to 
Sandwell after hearing the sto¬ 
ries of families helped by a char¬ 
ity. 

Kate, who is seven months pregnant, 
was greeted by crowds as she arrived 
in Smethwick. She visited Action for 
Children’s Cape Hill Children’s Cen¬ 
tre, which helps vulnerable families 
across the region. 

She was given a tour of the centre last 
Wednesday and learned more about its 
work. During her hour-and-a-half visit, 
Kate met staff and volunteers, finding out 
about the work done for young children to 
help develop self-confidence and their emo¬ 
tional well-being. 

And Kate was overcome with emotion 
after listening to the heart-rending stories 
of women at the centre. A tear was brought 
to her eye when chatting to Michelle Grif¬ 
fiths, aged 33. 

The mother-of-two told the Duchess of 
life being cared for by her eldest daughter 
Chloe and said Kate had listened with a car¬ 
ing ear. She spoke about being diagnosed 
with the serious heart condition Brugada 
Syndrome and the battles for her family. 

“She actually cried when she heard my 
story, then I cried. She was so down to 
earth,” said Michelle, who lives in Norman 
Road, Oldbury. The Duchess also helped 
out with a play session, joining in with 
games and nursery rhymes and earning a 
high-five from one excited youngster. 

She chatted to the children and was 
shown work they had created as part of arts 
and crafts sessions. Kate also showed off her 
singing talents joining the youngsters in a 
rendition of Twinkle Twinkle Little Star. 

During the visit, she spoke with the 
mothers of two babies telling them: “George 
would not have behaved like these two. I 
can’t imagine he would have been as good.” 

The Duchess was presented with a brace¬ 
let made by one of the children. 

Youngsters also gave her a charity T-shirt 
for Prince George and a babygrow for her 
unborn child. 

She was presented with the T-shirt and 
baby grow by six-year-old Rohan Hayer, 



There was a high-five for the Duchess 

from Wednesbury, and his cousin Annya 
Singh, five, from West Bromwich. Annya 
said: “She was so beautiful and smiley. I 
had a great day and I will never forget her 
visit to the centre.” 

As she left, Kate thanked staff and told 
them: “George would have loved it.” 

Among those who met Kate during her 
visit was Claire Dandy, aged 26, of Vicarage 
Road, Smethwick. 

“She asked me what bring down here and 
how things are going,” she said. 

“Kate was so down-to-earth. You should 
feel really nervous but she goes out of her 
way to talk to you and make you feel at ease. 
It was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and 
I hope it gives the charity a big boost. She 
said how well behaved our babies were and 
that George would not have managed it.” 

Claire said her daughter Franceska, 


from one of the children 


The Duchess 


who is four-and-a-half months old, was a 
colic baby so they had attended massaging 
classes. 

“They have been absolutely amazing. I 
have learned so much. I have got my cer¬ 
tificate now and know all there is to know 
about baby massaging. 

“I feel a lot closer to Franceska now, 
there is a bigger connection.” 

Charity chief executive Sir Tony Hawk- 
head said: “We are very grateful to Her 
Royal Highness for her interest in the vital 
work we do. We were especially pleased 
to introduce her to the work we do with 
families to develop emotional wellbeing 
in children and give them the confidence 
and self-belief to fulfil their potential. We 
hope she had a memorable trip and enjoyed 
meeting all the families.” 

Action for Children operational director 


pays a visit to Action for Children’s Centre 

in the West Midlands Jan Stoll added: “I 
thought she was amazing. She was genu¬ 
inely interested in the work we do. She was 
really good at talking to families and she 
was genuinely interested in in the issues 
they face. 

“She was very grounded, she put people 
at ease, joined in activity sessions and sang 
songs. It was a real pleasure to meet her.” 

The Duchess’s visit came two days after 
she released a video message drawing atten¬ 
tion to Children’s Mental Health Week, say¬ 
ing: “Both William and I sincerely believe 
that early action can prevent problems in 
childhood from turning into larger ones 
later in life.” 

The charity runs community-based ser¬ 
vices throughout the country, which sup¬ 
port over 300,000 children, young people 
and families. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Fire station plan 
for arts centre 

A PROJECT to transform 
a former fire station in 
Handsworth into a herit¬ 
age attraction has taken a 
major step forward after 
plans for the building were 
drawn up. 

The three-storey build¬ 
ing in Staffords Road, 
owned by South and City 
College Birmingham, will 
be transformed into the 
£1.5 million People’s Her¬ 
itage and Arts Centre. 

Meeting rooms will pro¬ 
vide study spaces for local 
schools to reflect on the 
pieces after visiting. There 
will also be a cafe, book 
shop and gift shop. 

Cafe set to get 
church on the boil 

A COMMUNITY cafe is be¬ 
ing set up at a church on a 
Black Country high street. 

Bearwood Chapel will 
open the business in Bear¬ 
wood Road in the coming 
weeks. An open day was 
held last month for peo¬ 
ple to see what is being 
planned. 

The shop unit was taken 
over to give the church 
a presence on the high 
street. The church itself is 
located behind the cafe. 

The chapel dates back to 
1879 and was refurbished 
in 2005. 

Toys are them at 
collectors’ event 

A SELECTION of cars and 
trains will be on offer at a 
fair next month. The Toy 
and Train Collectors Fair 
is being held at Oak Park 
Leisure Centre, Lichfield 
Road, Walsall Wood, 

It is being held on March 
1 from 10.30am until 3pm 
with admission £1.50 for 
adults and 60p for chil¬ 
dren. For more details call 
01922 643385 or visit the 
www.transtarpromotions. 
co.uk website. 

Group urges new 
members to join 

DYSLEXIA sufferers are 
being encouraged to join a 
support group in Walsall. 

Walsall Dyslexia Sup¬ 
port Group will meet at 
Beechdale Lifelong Learn¬ 
ing Centre, in Stephenson 
Square, on March 2 from 
7.30-9.30pm. 

Call 07538 100568 or 
email enquiries@talk- 
ingsense.org for more in¬ 
formation. 

Waste scheme 

PLANS for a new waste 
sorting plant in West Bro¬ 
mwich have been lodged. If 
approved for Brandon Way, 
75,000 tons of non-hazard- 
ous industrial, commercial 
and domestic waste will be 
processed each year. 
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with Mark Andrews 


ALWAYS beware of anything 
which has the prefix ‘smart’. Yes, 
I know many people love their 
‘smart’ phones, but to a disin¬ 
terested observer they appear 
to have done more to isolate 
young people from everyday so¬ 
cial interaction than bring them 
together. 

Then it was ‘smart’ gas me¬ 
ters, which simply mean that 
nobody needs to bother coming 
round to read them any more. 
Not to mention the ‘smart’ televi¬ 
sion, which appears to be not so 
much a source of entertainment 
as an Orwellian spying device, 
secretly recording its users re¬ 
laxing in their own homes, trans¬ 
mitting details about the colour 
of their pyjamas and preferred 
bedtime beverages to the mar¬ 
keting men who then bombard 
them with junk mail. 

And now we have ‘smart’ mo¬ 
torways. Please, spare us. On 
the way down to a very pleasant 
weekend away in Henley-on- 
Thames, I had the misfortune 
to travel down the West Mid¬ 
lands stretch of the M6, which 
having been transformed into a 
‘smart motorway’ now resem¬ 
bles something more akin to a 
10-mile long Checkpoint Charlie. 

I’ve never seen so many cam¬ 
eras in all my life. A speed limit 
which variously fluctuated from 
70, to 50, to 60mph, maybe even 
40 on occasion, I lost track, cou¬ 
pled with a network of spy cam¬ 
eras which Kim Jong Un might 
consider ‘a bit oppressive’. 

Conditions 

There was no apparent reason 
for the varying speed limits; the 
weather conditions were good 
and the traffic was light, but 
hey, if you’ve got these gadgets, 
you’ve got to use them, haven’t 
you? 

In the end, I became so par¬ 
anoid about missing one of the 
never-ending gantry signs, I 
slowed down to 40 just in case. 
Better to cause a traffic jam than 
give the authoritarian blighters 
an excuse to fine you. 

These new cameras are called 
Hadecs3 - didn’t you just know 
they would have a stupid name 
which mixes up letters and nu¬ 
merals? - and, unlike the old 
cameras which relied on film, 
they can nick an infinite number 
of people. Which, given the con¬ 
fusing variation in speed limits, I 
don’t doubt they will do just that. 

Some motoring organisations 
have branded them stealth cam¬ 
eras, and called for them to be 
painted yellow. However, given 
the ludicrous number of them, 
they’re pretty easy to spot, and 
painting them yellow is missing 
the point. In the past, speed 
cameras were justified on the 
grounds that they were located 
at accident blackspots. 

However, a motorway where 
you drive slowly because the 
speed limit is confusing and the 
proliferation of cameras strikes a 
cold-war style fear into motorists 
does not strike me as very smart 
at all. Also, if you can only drive 
at 40mph, it’s not really a motor¬ 
way at all. It is a road. 



An illustration showing one of Slasher’s fights The fighter gets the better of one of his opponents Chris Smith with Rob Hazel manager of Tipton 

Slasher book is 
packing a punch 


LEE WATTON talks to an 
author who has written all 
about the legendary Tipton 
Slasher, William Perry 

DESPITE his fame as one of 
the Black Country’s sporting 
greats, the life of boxer Wil¬ 
liam Perry, better known as the 
Tipton Slasher, has remained 
largely a mystery. 

It was this which spurred author 
Chris Smith to painstakingly piece 
together the renowned fighter’s sto¬ 
ry - and debunk some of the myths 
surrounding him. 

After three years research the book, 
called Slasher - the True Story of Wil¬ 
liam Perry, the Tipton Slasher, will be 
launched at Tipton Library on Saturday 
at 11.30am. 

Mr Smith, aged 61, from Gornal, said 
his quest had involved hours of research 
using the British Newspaper Archive 
and time hunting through old boxing 
books and periodicals. But he quickly 
found his efforts hampered by a number 
of impostors who had passed themselves 
off as the Tipton Slasher at the height 
of the real boxer’s fame. Mr Smith said: 
“The information itself took a long time 
to piece together and wasn’t helped by 
the number of people who took to calling 
themselves the Tipton Slasher. 

“For example there was one chap 
called Hopkinson, who was arrested and 
charged with poaching around 30 times. 
He called himself the Tipton Slasher but 
was, obviously, an impostor.” 

But Mr Smith said while sifting the in¬ 
formation had been difficult, it had been 
a ‘hugely rewarding challenge’ which 
revealed a rags-to-riches and back-to- 
rags tale. The author said he had been 
inspired to write the book because while 
the majority of people knew of the Tipton 
Slasher, very few knew his life story. 



The Tipton Slasher, William Perry, whose personal life has remained a mystery 


“If you were to walk down any street 
in the Black Country and asked people 
if they had heard of the Slasher, I think 
its fair to say most would have,” he said. 
“However ask them about any details of 
his life and they would be struggling. It 
is not often you encounter a figure who 
is so well-known but at the same time 
a mystery.” 

His research has uncovered a num¬ 
ber of intriguing stories, including 
the Slasher’s encounters with literary 
giants Charles Dickens and William 
Makepeace Thackeray along with the 


highest paid actress of the age Adah 
Menken. It charts his birth in Park 
Lane, Tipton, in 1819 and his early life 
working on the region’s network of ca¬ 
nals. His parents, Timothy and Sarah 
Perry, also worked on boats. 

The book reveals by the age of 16, 
Perry had moved to London and worked 
as a navvy - a tough life constructing 
canals and railways. It was here his leg¬ 
end was first forged when he took on, 
and defeated, an Irishman called Bar¬ 
ney Dogherty in a bare-knuckle fight 
which attracted a crowd of almost a 


thousand. Afterwards, Perry returned 
to the Midlands beating champions from 
Birmingham and Gornal. He was taken 
on by a less-than-reputable manager 
called Johnny Broome who arranged a 
contest with American fighter Charles 
Freeman, who at the time was being 
touted as ‘Champion Of The World’. 

Although Perry lost the bout, he 
gained a reputation as a pugilist capable 
of taking on and beating the best fight¬ 
ers. 

During his career, he was twice 
crowned champion of England and be¬ 
came the toast of nobility and even roy¬ 
alty. 

But all this was to change when his 
winning streak came to an end and he 
lost his title to a fighter named Tom Say¬ 
ers, of Brighton. 

It proved to be a double blow for Perry 
as not only did he lose the champion¬ 
ship, he had also bet nearly all his pos¬ 
sessions on winning the bout. Although 
not destitute, he lost the vast majority of 
his belongings and was reduced to scrap¬ 
ing a living back on the canals where he 
started during the last few years of his 
life. 

Mr Smith said descriptions of Perry’s 
fights had been published in several 
earlier books but this was the first time 
his life away from the ring had been re¬ 
searched in any depth. 

The author, who has written five 
books previously, said: “Because of the 
level of research this is the longest it has 
taken me to write a book from gestation 
to final publication. 

“However it has been a very reward¬ 
ing experience. I set out to not only 
chronicle William Perry’s life in detail 
but also to disprove some of the myths 
which have built up around him. 

The book is usually priced £8.99 but 
will be available at the reduced price of 
£7.50 at the launch at Tipton Library. 
Copies can be pre-ordered before the end 
of February at the same discount from 
the publishers Arcos Design, Gornal 
Wood. 


WEEK IN 
POLITICS 

msmr 



I THINK we can safely say the 
Tories have definitely not given 
up on the West Midlands. 

The key marginal seat of Can¬ 
nock Chase was one that got 
briefly flagged up on the Con¬ 
servative website as ‘non-tar- 
get’. But you certainly don’t de¬ 
ploy your most powerful weapon 
at somewhere that isn’t a target. 

Labour might have weap- 
onised the NHS, but the Tories 
have weaponised Boris John¬ 
son. The blond bombshell ex¬ 
ploded in the Premier Suite in 
a sea of selfies, speeches and 
pancake tossing. 

Hot on the heels of visits from 
the Chancellor, it’s obvious that 
the party wants to hold the con¬ 
stituency where it was gifted its 
biggest swing from Labour in 
2010. 

Of course Labour were no 
slouches when it came to visit¬ 
ing marginal seats. 

Wolverhampton North East, 
where shadow housing minister 
Emma Reynolds is MP, has a 
smaller Labour majority than the 
Tory one in Cannock. 

But it should, in theory, be 
easier to hold on to. After all, if 
the Tories could not take it from 
Labour in 2010 when they were 
the fresh faces of opposition, the 
task is doubly difficult after five 
years in power. 

So having not one but four 
shadow cabinet ministers de¬ 
camp to Wolverhampton and the 
Jaguar Land Rover engine plant 
would have done a lot for Miss 
Reynolds. She spoke during the 
party’s launch of its econom¬ 
ic plan on the factory floor of 
how the time JLR announced it 
was coming to the city was her 
proudest day as an MP. 

That was a bit rich for South 
Staffordshire Conservative MP 
Gavin Williamson. After all, the 
factory is actually in his constit¬ 
uency. 

That’s not the only territori¬ 
al issue either. The Conserva¬ 
tives want everyone to know 
it was under the Coalition that 
JLR came to the i54 and trans¬ 
formed what was predominantly 
an empty field into one of the 
biggest pieces of private sector 
investment in Wolverhampton/ 
South Staffordshire for a gener¬ 
ation. In particular, he says the 
site never even had electricity 
and gas in all the years under 
Labour that it lay vacant. 

Miss Reynolds, however, re¬ 
minds everyone it was the work 
of Advantage West Midlands, 
the old regional development 
agency, that turned a polluted 
patch of land by the motorway 
into prime development space. 

AWM was scrapped by the 
Coalition. And while Labour 
isn’t happy about that, it won’t 
be bringing it back if it wins the 
election. 

There is however, another 
group that deserves a lot more 
credit than any politicians. And 
that’s Jaguar Land Rover itself 
for having survived the recession 
and come out of it stronger than 
ever and willing to actually invest 
here at all. 



All T&G Wooden Sheds 
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6ft x 4ft £239 
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Oft x 6 £299 
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Log Cabins 
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TV party campaigning is a turn-off 


WHILST I can agree with parts of Mr S 
Parker’s letter concerning the proposed po¬ 
litical TV debates he is a little disingenuous 
in blaming Mr Cameron for the debacle as 
at the end of the day the final decision is in 
the hands of the TV companies. 

Personally, I find the idea of the debates, 
and the length of the current campaign, 
a turn off. On his remarks regarding Mr 
Winnick’s suggestion to fine non-voters I 
agree and suggest that we instead fine the 
MPs who do not attend the Commons when 
it is sitting. Mr Parker then returns to one 


of his favourite subjects, PR voting. My local 
councillors and MP are nominated by their 
parties at a local level and I know who is 
or may (depending on the result) represent 
me. These are all elected on the first-past- 
the-post method and has worked for many 
years. 

All the representatives I can name. For 
Europe we have Mr Parker’s favoured PR 
system. These are nominated by their par¬ 
ties I know not where. Who my current rep¬ 
resentatives are I know not. 

J HUBBARD, Tipton 


Labour not 
to blame 
for UK ills 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

POST E-MAIL 

Sandwell Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, Sandwell.chronicle 

51-53 Queen Street @expressandstar.co.uk 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Griffiths was not 
behind race issue 


I’M writing in response to 
a letter in your paper last 
week. 

The person was trying 
to blame the Labour Party 
for everything that’s gone 
wrong in this country. Let’s 
get this right, did Labour 
close down services for kids 
and the disabled, cuts to the 
police and nurses? That’s 
why there’s problems with 
the NHS. 

There’s more people liv¬ 
ing on the streets because 
the Tories brought in bed¬ 
room tax. 

Never did I think in this 
country that people would 
have to go to food banks. We 
are going back to the Dark 
Ages. 

The Tories say there’s 
more jobs now, but for every 
place that opens with jobs, 
three close down. There are 
no jobs in my area, so where 
are the jobs? 

Thatcher closed down 
mines, took milk from 
school kids, she didn’t stop 
factories from closing down 
and brought in the council 
tax, but yeah, it’s all La¬ 
bour’s fault. 

P GOODBY 

Oldbury 


I DO wish that the true 
facts were stated with re¬ 
gard to the year Peter Grif¬ 
fiths defeated Patrick Gor¬ 
don Walker in the General 
Election. Contrary to your 
statement in your article 
on Malcolm X in last week’s 
Chronicle, the Conserva¬ 
tives were not the racists. 

It was the Labour sup¬ 
porters among the general 
populace who wrote slogans 
on walls and asked that ter¬ 
rible question involving the 
‘n’ word, but the Conserva¬ 
tives got the blame. 

When Gordon Walker 
tried to take his team into 
the Labour Club in Smeth¬ 
wick, they were refused 
entry because there were 
black men in his party. 
The Labour Club then had 
a colour bar policy and Mr 
Walker had to take his 


team up to the Bear Hotel 
in Bearwood. I leave you to 
judge who were the racists. 
Harold Wilson even stood 
up in Parliament and con¬ 
demned what had happened 
in Smethwick and put the 
blame where it really lay. 

I personally knew the late 
Peter Griffiths from when 
he was in the Bearwood 
Young Conservatives, of 
which my late husband and 
I were members, and I can 
definitely state that Peter 
was NOT a racist. 

Unfortunately, some of 
those who knew Peter have 
either died or are living else¬ 
where, so I seem to be the 
only one left to speak up for 
Peter, who was unjustly ma¬ 
ligned in this way. 

MRS NT CROSBEE, 
Sandon Road, 
Smethwick 


Mayor costs 
are too high 

WHILST I am an advocate 
for tradition and history, 
I fear it is something that 
must be forced aside when 
Sandwell Council is in such 
a poor financial state. 

Having to find £22m in 
cuts by 2017-18, I find it 
wasteful and distasteful 
that the borough insists on 
continuing to parade a paid 
Mayor each year. This year 
Councillor Derek Rowley of 
Great Bridge has the honour 
of being paid £23,000 on top 
of his councillor’s allowance 
of just short of £11,000. 

Add on top of this the cost 
to run his car with a chauf¬ 
feur and the celebratory 
meal at the start of his ten¬ 
ure then this post becomes 
financially quite wasteful. I 
am sure this role can be al¬ 
tered and cut back to make 
the excesses of the appoint¬ 
ment seem a little less harsh 
to people who are struggling 
on the bread line. 

R KEELING, 

Great Barr 

Walkways not 
being left clear 

AFTER reading about trad¬ 
ers in Bilston complaining 
about their rents I would 
like to know what they pay 
rent for? 

Is it for the shop premises 
or part of the pedestrian 
walkway as well? Going 
down the covered walkway 
to the market you have to 
negotiate the assault course 
of people trying to sell you 
something. Go around shop 
goods, vegetable stall, meat 
stands, the advertisement 
boards; all of these are an 
encroachment onto the 
walkway which these busi¬ 
nesses do not pay for. 

J WHEELER 

Wednesbury 



✓ Windows 

✓ Composite Doors 

✓ Porches 

✓ Patio Doors 

✓ Conservatories 

✓ Window & Door Repairs 
%/ Fascias / Guttering 

%/ Building Work 
%/ Misted-up Units 


;: Window Warehouse Ltd 


Established over 20 years 


0121 544 2222 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP buss 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Emai windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8 am-1 pm ^ 


If 

Intend 




Kitchens & bathrooms 


WAREHOUSE SALE NOW ON 

SHOWER DOORS WAS £299 NOW £30.00 
BATHROOM CABINETS WAS £409 NOW £55.00 



NO OBLIGATION 

IN HOME PLANNING & DESIGI 

MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 

FOR ALL MARCH INSTALLATIONS 


BATH TO SHOWERI 
CONVERSION 

LIMITED SALE OFFER 

£1999.00 

FULLY FITTED 


fVi ii 




FREE TILES 

FOR ALL ORDERS PLACED IN MARCH 


# 


NEW sliding door option 
EASY clean wall panels 
LUXURY seat option 
SAFETY grab bar option 
INSTALLED IN 2 DAYS* 


Discount Kitchens & Bathrooms 
•Over 50 displays in store 

• Large showroom & free parking 

• Free no obligation survey 


Interia are a long 
established,trusted, 
family owned business, 
with over 30 combined 
Years in the industry 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, A 

WS10 7LH U 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 








Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX 

B Tel: 0121 429 3186 r 

Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm C 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 
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LETTERS EXTRA 


Why do cats get 
free rein to roam? 

I WROTE to the Chronicle some while ago wanting an 
answer as to why cats are allowed to run wild, while dogs 
have to be kept in the home and also micro-chipped. 

I have, to my cost, had another occasion to suggest that 
all cats should be kept in the home. 

On Wednesday, it was a lovely day, I decided to leave my 
back door open, then I went and sat in the lounge. 

When I came back out of the lounge to make some tea, 
the stink of cat pee evident in my kitchen was overpow¬ 
ering. 

Not only that, but the washing I did that day had obvi¬ 
ously been the cat’s target. 

I am taking drastic steps to eliminate all cats crossing 
my garden. 

If cat owners love their cats, why do they let them be¬ 
come feral and be a nuisance to others? 

Please don’t let anyone suggest either, that I shouldn’t 
have left my door open! 

ELISABETH A PITT, Pryor Road, Oldbury 

Graves situation 
so much better 


HAVING paid a visit to 
my parents’ grave in June 
2014, I was disgusted by 
the overgrown state that it 
was in at All Saints Church 
graveyard, in Wednesbury. 

The brambles and net¬ 
tles were over 8ft high and 
there was an old gentleman 
in his 80s trying to get to 
his wife’s grave - I could 
have cried for him. 

After returning home, 
I put it on Facebook and 
asked whether I was the 
only one who was ashamed 
of our local churchyard. 

I had well over 800 hits, 
I asked for volunteers and 
as a result, we have nine 
volunteers now. 

After working hard in 
all weathers, we have now 
made every grave accessi¬ 
ble, we have had tremen¬ 
dous support of the public 
and local firms, Wates Con¬ 


struction, Richards Paints, 
Keltruck and the National 
Grid. 

We have also had the 
navy cadets, the TS Legion 
of Wednesbury and also the 
air cadets of 888 squadron, 
Oldbury, to help us in this 
major task. Our aim is to 
continue to keep this grave¬ 
yard a safe place for the 
public to pay their respects 
to their loved ones. 

We are still after more 
volunteers and sponsors. 
To help us in this quest, for 
all the West Brom fans out 
there, Billy Bassett is bur¬ 
ied there. If there is anyone 
who would like to help us we 
have our own page on Face- 
book, Friends of Old Church 
Graveyard, or contact me di¬ 
rect on 07969 657406. 
MALCOLM GLASS 
Bassett Road 
Friar Park 


Poison plot is admitted 
by worker at care home 


A CARE home worker who admitted attempt¬ 
ing to kill colleagues by spiking their drinks 
with bleach committed a ‘heinous’ crime, in¬ 
vestigating police said. 

Melissa Swift, who was also a former special con¬ 
stable, admitted three counts of attempted murder 
and two of making threats to kill - one against her 


own sister. 

The offences centred 
around a plot to poison staff 
working at Goldfield Court 
care home, in West Brom¬ 
wich, in July last year. 

Swift, aged 23, had added 
bleach to drinks stored in a 
fridge in the staff room at 
the extra care housing fa¬ 
cility, in Dartmouth Street, 
where she worked. 

In all 32 people; seven 
care staff and 25 residents, 
were poisoned with one 
woman suffering ‘stroke¬ 
like symptoms’. 

Others suffered nausea, 
vomiting and diarrhoea, 
however all have since made 
a full recovery, with no long¬ 
term ill effects. In court she 
admitted attempting to kill 
co-workers Amy Garbett, 
Billy McCann, and Sharon 
Moss, and sending a threat¬ 
ening letter to another col¬ 
league Charlotte Dixon. 

Police said it was a mys¬ 
tery why Swift had poisoned 
the drinks adding it would 
be wrong to speculate as 
to her motives. She had 
worked at the extra care 
home, made up of independ¬ 
ent-living flats for elderly 


By Andrew Turton 


residents, for several years. 

Swift had also made 
anonymous ‘nasty and very 
intimidating’ threats to her 
sister Lulla in several let¬ 
ters, according to the force. 

Detective Chief Inspector 
Michaela Kerr, from West 
Midlands Police’s Public 
Protection Unit said she had 
‘deceived’ colleagues with 
her plans born out of malice. 

Speaking outside court 
DCI Kerr said: “This was 
particularly heinous and 
concerning offending with 
vulnerable people within a 
care home setting. We don’t 
know what the motive was.” 

Speaking of the threats 
to her sister Lulla, DCI Kerr 
said: “There was several let¬ 
ters sent to Lulla Swift in 
particular that contained a 
series of threatening refer¬ 
ences.” 

Officers launched an in¬ 
quiry when they had a tip- 
off regarding Swift, about ‘a 
change in her behaviour’. 

Swift will be sentenced on 
April 17. 


Hospital staff in Three Peaks hope 



From left, Mandy James, Shantelle Parker, Louise Dawes and Alison Pritchard 


A GROUP of hospital work¬ 
ers will take on the chal¬ 
lenge of a lifetime for char¬ 
ity. 

Six workers from Edward 
Street Hospital in West 
Bromwich will attempt the 
Three Peaks Challenge to 
raise money for the unit, 
which cares for older pa¬ 
tients with failing mental 
health. 

The hike, which will see 
them climb Ben Nevis, 
Scafell Pike and Mount 
Snowdon within 24 hours, 
was the idea of 47-year-old 
senior housekeeping super¬ 
visor Mandy James. 

Mandy will be joined by 
fellow workers Shantelle 
Parker, Alison Pritchard 
and Louise Dawes, and two 
others from the hospital. 
She said they have begun 
training ready for the chal¬ 
lenge in April, adding: “Ob¬ 
viously we know it will be 
hard. We are training to 
make sure we all finish.” 

All of the money raised 
will go towards buying new 
equipment for patients at 
the hospital on Edward 
Street.To donate visit www. 
mydonate.bt.com/fundrais- 
ers/bostinblackcountrytrek- 
kers or give your donation 
directly to the hospital. 



HWindows & Conservatories, Orangeries, 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards j | 

Every window and conservatory is custom 
made to the most rigorous quality standards 
you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has more 

experience and know how ^ 
than Rydale, and that’s 
\ N. \ why we have been in 

business for more 

_ m p_ i i than 30 years. 
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& Fitted...Across the Midlands 
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No deposits or stage 
payments, you only pay 
when the installation has 
been completed 
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Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 
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Criminals help to 
fund town CCTV 



Langley Neighbourood Team members Pc NickSteven- 
ton and PCSO John McNally with traders and tenants 

MONEY seized from criminals will be spent on CCTV cam¬ 
eras to deter anti-social behaviour in Oldbury. Traders in 
Langley approached their neighbourhood policing team 
with concerns about crime and anti-social behaviour in the 
High Street and at Langley Park. 

Working together they have secured £4,000 from the 
West Midlands Police Property Act fund which offers com¬ 
munity groups money gathered through the proceeds of 
crime. 

Along with investment from traders the money will help 
pay for eight high definition cameras to be installed in the 
area. PCSO John McNally, who has worked in Langley for 
10 years, said: “Over the last six months we have had a 
number of incidents in the park and had a few on the High 
Street.” 

It is hoped the cameras will be installed within the next 
three to four weeks. 

PCSO McNally paid tribute to local traders including 
Chris flood from the Sandwell Irish Community Associa¬ 
tion and Sue Hutchings who runs the New Henry Street 
Tenants and Residents Association. 

He added: “This is a fantastic all-round effort by the 
community of Langley. The local neighbourhood policing 
team took on its concerns in an effort to promote Langley 
as a safe place to live, shop and work for everyone. The new 
CCTV will really make a huge difference and give the local 
community as well as people visiting the area reassurance.” 


Nurse gets 
suspended 
after drugs 
disappear 


A NURSE who was sacked after a hidden 
camera captured her dishonestly taking 
away drugs while on duty has been suspend¬ 
ed from the profession for three months. 

Health bosses installed the camera in a medication 
room at Birmingham’s Queen Elizabeth Hospital in 
February 2013 after reports of empty packaging be¬ 


ing found in a waste bin. 

Resulting footage showed 
staff nurse, Christine Lou¬ 
ise Parker, removing some¬ 
thing from a cupboard and 
then leaving after placing an 
object into her pocket. 

Two empty boxes of co¬ 
deine phosphate - an opiate 
painkiller - were later found 
in the bin. She was accused 
of numerous incidents of al¬ 
legedly misappropriating co¬ 
deine phosphate tablets and 
consuming some of them 
while still on duty. 

Miss Parker admitted the 
charges and, after a formal 
disciplinary hearing, was 
dismissed from her position 
with the University Hos¬ 
pitals Birmingham NHS 
Foundation Trust in August 
2013. 

She went before the Nurs¬ 
ing and Midwifery Council’s 
conduct and competence 
committee last week and, 
after a hearing in private, 
was suspended from the 
profession for three months. 

In its public decision 
after the private hearing, 
the committee said it found 
Miss Parker’s fitness to 
practice as a nurse to be 
‘impaired’. “You admitted 


By David Banner 


that you had taken the co¬ 
deine phosphate on 14 Feb¬ 
ruary 2013 and consumed 
it whilst on duty,” said the 
three-member panel. 

“When asked where the 
remaining medication was, 
you said that you had taken 
it home. You further admit¬ 
ted to having taken codeine 
phosphate on other occa¬ 
sions.” 

The panel imposed a 
three-month suspension. 
Miss Parker has the right to 
appeal, but would be subject 
to an interim suspension 
until any such challenge has 
concluded. 

In its decision statement 
the committee said: “The 
panel went on to find that 
your actions amounted to 
misconduct and that your 
fitness to practise is cur¬ 
rently impaired. 

“The panel determined 
to impose a three month 
suspension order to mark 
the seriousness of the mis¬ 
conduct. It imposed an 18 
month interim suspension 
order.” 


BiHDQBn. 

Premiere Bedrooms & Kitchens 


I # Cut Out The Middle Man • Free Quote and Design Service 
• Manufacturers and Installers of Bespoke Fitted Furniture 
• Gas, Electrics and Plumbing Included 
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Modern & Painless 
Dental Services you can trust 


L 


Our friendly, professional and experienced 
team can give you back your healthy smile 

• Complimentary consultation with • Dental implants for missing 

our dental professional teeth and loose dentures 

• Mouth cancer screening • 'Magic Wand' painless computerised injections 

• Cosmetic dentistry and smile makeovers • Beautiful full and part dentures 

• Treatment of bleeding gums and tooth decay • Stable fixed teeth 

• Professional home teeth whitening • Mercury free dentistry - white fillings 

• Adult braces including invisible braces • All work is guaranteed 

We all work extremely hard to make your treatment painless! 

This is a promise we intend to keep. 


Interest 

Free 

Finance 

Available* 



84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 


0121 588 4541 www.confidence2smile.co.uk 

Cut out this offer and bring it along to claim 15% discount* ^ 

*Conditions apply c ~f* 


CROSS PRICE 


THIS SATURDAY-THESE ARE JUST A FEW 
BLUE XX BARGAINS-MORE AROUND THE STORE 


MENS SLIPPERS 

SIZES 6 TO 11 

USUALLY £9.99 SALE PRICE £8.99 

THIS SATURDAY £4.50 

MODEL TRAINS 
SELECTED TRAIN PACKS 

e.g. QUEENS DIAMOND JUBILEE 
USUALLY £209.99 

XX THIS SATURDAY £105 

MEN’S FASHION JEANS 
42, 44, 46, 48 & 54 WAIST 
USUALLY £32.99 SALE PRICE £16.50 

XX THIS SATURDAY £8.25 

LADIES FLEECE 

HOUSE COATS 

USUALLY £11.99 SALE PRICE £10.99 

XX THIS SATURDAY £5.50 

CARS 

Discontinued Models 

USUALLY £39.99 SALE PRICE £32.00 

XX THIS SATURDAY £16.00 

BATH TOWELS 
SALE PRICE £5.99 

M THIS SATURDAY £2.99 _ 

LADIES BRAS 

END OF RANGES 

EG USUALLY £8.99 SALE PRICE £4.50 

XX THIS SATURDAY £2.25 


ITliRAHAV 

V Parish 


Model Trains Working this Saturday 

Visit our model rail website for more offers www.aoakes.co.uk 


ARRIVA CROSS COUNTRY 
TRAIN PACKS £168.05 
SALE PRICE £134.45 

XX THIS SATURDAY £67.28 

TRAIN PACKS 

| e.g. 372-677 CLASS 411 
4 CAR THIS SAT £161.20 

_| SALE PRICE £128.96 

XX THIS SATURDAY £64.48 

MENS CHECK SHIRTS 

SHORT SLEEVE 
2XL TO 5XL 

USUALLY £14.99 SALE PRICE £11.99 

XX THIS SATURDAY £6.00 

LADIES SHOES 

SIZES 4 TO 8 

USUALLY £13.99 SALE PRICE £11.99 

XX THIS SATURDAY £5.99 

ENDS OF RANGES 

MENS KNITWEAR 

2X & 3XL ONLY 

MANY DIFFERENT DESIGNS 

‘V’ AND CREW NECK 

USUALLY £21.99 SALE PRICE £12.50 

XX THIS SATURDAY £6.25 


WE SPECIALISE IN MENS LARGER SIZES FROM STOCK 46 TO 62 WAIST/CHEST 




1905 to 2015 
110 years trading 


FAMILY STORE 


174/180 Vicarage Road, Near Oldbury 
On the main B4159 Smethwick to 
Blackheath Main Road 

0121 5521684 

Customer Car Park 


OPEN: MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9.00AM-5.30PM; WEDNESDAY 9.00AM-12.30PM 
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CARS REGISTERED IN 2012 
OR OLDER REQUIRE AN MOT! 


Usual MOT price: £SU5 


Focusing on our future 
as the cuts keep coming 



Half Price: 

MOT Price when 

you join the Vauxhall ^2 

MasterFit Service Club: 


SERVICE CLUB 


MR JOHN SMITH 

' Membership No: 123456789 


VAUXHALL 


MasterFit Service Club 

y 50% off MOTs 
J Up to 25% off 

Servicing & Repairs 
J Vauxhall Trained 
Technicians 
y Genuine Vauxhall Parts 



tMasterFit £20 voucher offer Expires 30/3/2015. Not available in conjunction with any other offer 



VAUXHALL 


Halesowen 
Motor House 

0121 503 0001 

halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 

Stourbridge 
Motor House 

01384 447970 

stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 


Dudley 

Motor Company 

01384 454100 

dudleymotorco.co.uk 

T Wall Garages 
(Kingswinford) 

01384 288333 

twall.co.uk 


FACING the Future for 
Sandwell - a message from 
Councillor Darren Cooper, 
Leader, Sandwell Council. 

It’s no surprise to anybody that 
councils up and down the coun¬ 
try - including Sandwell - are go¬ 
ing through tough times when it 
comes to money. 

Without being party political, 
we’ve all suffered massive cuts in the 
amount of cash we get every year from 
central Government to help pay for 
local services. 

The latest instalment for Sandwell 
came through at the end of last year 
when we learned that we face a fur¬ 
ther 5.1 per cent cut in the 2015/16 
financial year, requiring more savings 
in our budget of £28 million. 

Our budget for the year will be 
£122m less than it was in 2010/11 - 
and overall the council’s budget has 
been cut by £280m in the last five 
years. 

Planning 

I like to think that Sandwell Council 
is as well placed as any local authority 
to cope with such financial storms. 

A three-year planning strategy 
we’ve been using for some time helps 
us balance the books (as we have to by 
law) and I’m confident we can carry on 
doing so. 

But no organisation could meet such 
cuts without suffering. We’ve already 
shed hundreds of jobs (including half 
our top managers) and reshaped ser¬ 
vices as we try to protect the things 
the people of Sandwell need from us 
- and shield them from the full impact 
of cuts. 

The cuts, though, keep coming. 
That’s why we’ve come up with a fresh 
approach to help us carry on coping 
and making savings. 

Last year we launched a ‘Facing 
the Future’ programme which aims 



Tough times - Leader of Sandwell 
Council, Councillor Darren Cooper 


to radically change the way we work. 
We reckon it can deliver £22m-worth 
of savings over the next two financial 
years - and then carry on making 
more after that. 

Facing the Future is a series of big 
projects. 

One is a drive to encourage residents 
to do more business (everything from 
reporting fly-tipping to paying council 
tax) with us online. 

Every time we deal with someone 
face-to-face, for example, costs us 
£8.62 on average. Online this falls dra¬ 
matically to 15p. 

So, if you haven’t tried online yet, 
please have a go at www.sandwell.gov. 
uk. 

Don’t forget: there’s free internet 


access at Sandwell’s libraries if you 
need it. 

Other projects include: 

* a ‘corporate landlord’ scheme to 
use buildings and other assets more 
efficiently 

* getting better value for money 
when we buy things 

* shaking up how we run backroom 
services like finance, ICT and HR. 

We’re also looking at the other side 
of the coin by trying to bring more 
money into the council with a ‘can do’ 
approach to working with developers 
so we get more business rates and 
council tax from new companies and 
homes. 

This will, of course, lead to more 
jobs and opportunities for local people. 

Facing the Future is also exploring 
ways of involving local communities 
more in delivering services and tack¬ 
ling problems. 

Voluntary 

We’re looking at ‘community own¬ 
ership’ options that could mean trans¬ 
ferring assets to communities and 
sharing services with the voluntary 
sector, which can access different 
sources of funding to improve facili¬ 
ties. 

And we’re seeking more ‘locality 
working’ to bring together people in 
neighbourhoods with different agen¬ 
cies to decide what problems matter 
most to them - and then work out the 
most effective solutions. 

We’re under no illusions. There are 
bound to be difficulties as we try to 
make Facing the Future work. 

But we know, too, that doing noth¬ 
ing is not an option. There’s no point 
in just hoping we can survive. 

If we want a future in which we can 
carry on providing the services 

that the people of Sandwell need 
from us, we need the kind of fresh 
thinking that Facing the Future rep¬ 
resents. 



Holidays 2015 


Monday 2nd March Llandundno, St Kilda Hotel, Excursions, Entertainment and Dancing, 5 DAYS £23 5 
Monday 9th March Eastbourne, Haddon Hall, Excursions, Entertainment and dancing, 5 DAYS £229 
Monday 16th March Torquay - Howden Court Hotel, 60’s themed week, Excursions, Entertainment, 5 
DAYS £209 

Friday 20th March SOLD OUT Mystery 3 day ? ? ? Wherewillwebe? Hotel, Excursions, Entertainment, 3 DAYS 
£99 

Sunday 29th March London 5 Star Waldorf Hotel - HOTEL TOUR, Drop off at Harrods for shopping, 
breakfast, 2 DAYS £135 

Good Friday 3rd April Torquay, Nethway Hotel, Excursions, Entertainment, 4 DAYS £185 
Monday 6th April Bournemouth, Ullswater Hotel, Easter week (NEW) Excursions, entertainment 5 
DAYS £249 

Monday 13th April Llandundno, Hydro Hotel, Excursions, entertai nm ent 5 DAYS £219 
Monday 20th April Perranporth, Ponsmere ‘Hotel on the beach’ Excursions, entertainment, stunning views 
6 DAYS £335 

Monday 27th April Paignton, Hotel Bonair Esplanade, Excursions, entertai nm ent 5 DAY S £229 
Monday 4th May Weymouth, Fair Haven Hotel, excursions, en-suite rooms, entertainment 5 DAYS 
£239 

Friday 8th May Torquay, Nethway Hotel, Excursions, entertainment 3 DAY £109 

Sunday 10th May Torquay, Howden Court Hotel, Excursions, entertainment and Dancing 6 DAYS £289 
Monday 11th May Llandundno Queens Hotel, Excursions, entertainment and dancing 5 DAYS £275 
Monday 18th May Bracklesham Bay (NEW) South Downs holiday village, excursions, 
entertainment and dancing 5 DAYS £229 

Saturday 23rd May SOLD OUT Mystery 2 day ? ? ? Wherewillwebe? Hotel, Excursions, Entertainment, 3 DAYS 
£79 

Sunday 24th May London 5 Star Waldorf Hotel - HOTEL TOUR, Drop off at Harrods for shopping, 
breakfast, 2 DAYS £135 

Tuesday 26th May Tenby (NEW) Belgrave Hotel, excursions, entertainment 5 DAYS £279 

Saturday 6th June Babbacombe, Hotel de la mer, excursions, entertainment 5 DAYS £259 

Saturday 6th June Porthcawl, seabank hotel, excursions, entertainment 5 DAYS £265 
Monday 15th June Skegness (NEW) Savoy Hotel excursions, entertainment 5 DAYS £279 
Saturday 20th June Isle of Wight, The Trouville Hotel, Sandown, Excursions, ballroom and 

entertainment 7 DAYS £389 

Saturday 27th June Mystery 2 day ? ? ? Where will we be? Hotel, Excursions, Entertainment, 3 DAYS £79 | 
Monday 29th June Ilfracombe (NEW) Imperial Hotel, excursions, entertainment, 5 DAYS £265 
Saturday 4th July Eastbourne, Haddon Hall Hotel, excursions, entertainment and dancing, 8 DAYS £430 I 
Monday 13th July Morecambe & The Lakes, Auckland Hotel, excursions, entertainment and dancing 5 
DAYS £265 

Saturday 18th July Paignton, Hotel Bonair Esplanade, excursions, entertainment, 8 DAYS £379 
Friday 24th July Torquay, Nethway Hotel, Excursions, entertai nm ent 3 DAY £109 

Saturday 1st August Mystery 2 day ? ? ? Where will we be? Hotel, Excursions, Entertainment, 3 DAYS £79 | 
Sunday 2nd August London - 5 Star Waldorf Hotel - HOTEL TOUR, Drop off at Harrods for shopping, 

breakfast, 2 DAYS £135 

Friday 8th August Torquay, Nethway Hotel, Excursions, entertai nm ent 8 DAY £375 
Saturday 22nd August Isle of Wight, Burlington Hotel, excursions, entertainment, half-hoard 

(5 course evening meal) 8 DAYS £399 


/nnf7'¥?\TI ¥ 1VT TT 

Lj 111 £1 


01384 44 

www.greenlineco; 

greenlinecoache 




v/sa You ll Enjoy Our Company 


Sunday 25th August London - 5 Star Waldorf Hotel - HOTEL TOUR, Drop off at Harrods for shopping, 
breakfast, 2 DAYS £135 

Friday 4th September Torquay, Nethway Hotel, Excursions, entertainment 3 DAY £109 
Monday 7th September Llandundno Queens Hotel, Excursions, entertainment and dancing 5 DAYS £279 
Saturday 14th September Babbacombe, Hotel de la mer, excursions,entertainment 5 DAYS £269 
Monday 21st September Lytham st Annes, Lindum Hotel, Excursions, entertainment, 5 DAYS £275 

Monday 28th September Eastbourne (NEW) The Hadleigh Hotel, excursions, entertainment, 5 DAYS £275 
Saturday 3rd October Bognor Regis (NEW) Royal Norfolk hotel, excursions, entertainment, 5 DAYS £225 
Saturday 10th October Mystery 2 day ? ? ? Where will we be? Hotel, Excursions, Entertainment, 2 DAYS £79 
Monday 12th October Scarborough, Red lea hotel, excursions, entertainment 5 DAYS £269 
Monday 19th October Blackpool illuminations, Cam-brae hotel, excursions (tour of the lights) 
entertai nm ent 5 DAYS £209 

Monday 26th October Paignton - Turkey & Tinsel, Hotel Bonair Esplanade, excursions, entertainment, 
turkey & tinsel festivities 5 DAYS £235 

Monday 2nd November Lytham St Annes Turkey & Tinsel, Lindum Hotel, Excursions, entertainment, 

turkey tinsel festivities 5 DAYS £259 

Monday 2nd November Weymouth - Turkey & Tinsel, Carlton Hotel, excursions, entertainment, 

SOLD OUT turkey & tinsel festivities 5 DAY S £245 

Saturday 7th November Mystery Turkey & Tinsel 2 day ? ? ? Where will we be? Hotel, Excursions, 

Entertainment, 

turkey & tinsel festivities 2 DAYS £79 

Monday 9th November Eastbourne Turkey & Tinsel The Hadleigh Hotel, excursions, entertainment, turkey & 
tinsel festivities 5 DAYS £285 

Friday 13th November Torquay - Turkey & Tinsel Nethway hotel, excursions, entertainment, 
turkey & tinsel festivities 3 DAYS £109 

Monday 16th November Torquay - Turkey & Tinsel Nethway hotel, excursions, entertainment, 
turkey & tinsel festivities 5 DAYS £235 

Thursday 19th November Sidmouth - Turkey & Tinsel (NEW) Kingswood Hotel excursions, 
turkey & tinsel festivities 5 DAYS £299 

Monday 23rd November Tenby - Turkey & Tinsel, Clarence House Hotel, excursions, entertainment, turkey & 
tinsel festivities 5 DAYS £279 

Monday 30th November Llandudno - Turkey & Tinsel St Kilda hotel, excursions, enterta inm ent and Festivities, 
arrival drinks, scones and cakes 5 DAYS £275 

Monday 30th November Falmouth - Turkey & Tinsel (NEW) Madeira Hotel, Excursions, entertainment 
and festivities 5 DAYS £249 

Thursday 10th December Thursford Spectacular - Excursion 3 star hotel, 3 course dinner, Thursford, tickets 
included 3 DAYS £209 

Wednesday 23rd DecemberTenby - Christmas (NEW), Belgrave Hotel, Excursions, Full Board, Christmas 
festivities, entertainment, 5 DAYS £425 

Wednesday 23rd DecemberBabbacombe - Christmas, Hotel De la Mer, excursions,entertainment full board, 
Christmas festivities, 5 DAYS £425 

Sunday 27th December Torquay - Twixmas Nethway Hotel, excursions, entertainment, happy hour each night, 
4 DAYS £159 

Wednesday 30th December Llandudno, New Year, St Kilda hotel, excursions, entertainment, full board (6 course 
meal) arrival drinks, sandwiches, scones & cakes, 4 DAYS £379 
Wednesday 30th DecemberBabbacombe - New year, Hotel de la mer, excursions, entertainment, 

New year festivities, 4 DAYS £299 


FUN, FRIENDSHIP & LAUGHTER....ON THE MOVE!!! 































Recruitment starts for 
1,000 Grand central jobs 



BRAND CtNTIAl 



An artist’s impression of the completed Grand Central station in Birmingham 


RECRUITMENT has started 
for more than 1,000 jobs at 
the new Grand Central devel¬ 
opment in the centre of Bir¬ 
mingham. 

Grand Central is due to open 
in September and construction 
has just begun on the final phase 
of the major new retail and din¬ 
ing destination above the trans¬ 
formed New Street Station. 

A mixture of retail, hospitality and 
customer service roles are available 
and training providers are now pre¬ 
paring local candidates for jobs set to 
be on offer.. 

Shilpi Akbar, co-chairman of Bir¬ 
mingham Growth Alliance Part¬ 
nership and assistant director for 
employment at Birmingham City 
Council said: “With over 1,000 jobs 
being created at Grand Central, this 
partnership is committed to reflect 
Birmingham’s diverse community and 
showcase the skills of Birmingham’s 
jobseekers. 

Anchored 

“Our work to date has been to de¬ 
velop and co-ordinate high quality 
training across the city in the cus¬ 
tomer service, retail and hospitality 
sectors to ensure unemployed people 
have access to the range of job oppor¬ 
tunities which will arise from Grand 
Central. ” 

Grand Central Birmingham will 
be anchored by a 250,000 sq ft John 
Lewis shop, one of the retailer’s big¬ 
gest outside of London, which will be 
providing more than half of the jobs 
available. 

Richard Brown, Grand Central de¬ 
velopment director said: “We want to 
ensure that the opportunities created 
by the new development are accessible 
to all and benefit Birmingham. 

“The investment John Lewis has 
made to Birmingham further supports 


the growth of the city and maximises 
the opportunities available for local 
people to work for a leading premium 
retail brand.” 

Many local people, including a num¬ 
ber of apprentices have already been 
involved in the construction of Grand 
Central and New Street Station. 

The Grand Central Jobs Roadshow 
will be going live this month, with 
community events across the city 
promoting employment and training 
opportunities. Events will be taking 
place in all 14 Jobcentres across the 


city, as well as at community venues 
and city centre venues. 

Jobseekers wishing to apply for 
training and job opportunities at 
Grand Central need to register with 
the National Careers Service. More in¬ 
formation and contact details for the 
National Career Service can be found 
at http ://dev .grandcentralbirmingham. 
com/get-in-touch/recruitment/ 

To apply for a role, register for job 
alerts or find further information 
about jobs at John Lewis jobseekers 
can visit http://jlpjobs.com/ 


Now Registering NHS Dental Patients 

The Bridge Park NHS Dental Practice, West Bromwich 
Call 0330 123 9118 to Secure Your Place 


EMERGENCY 
APPOINTMENTS 
AVAILABLE DAILY 


• Opening Times 

9 am - 6 pm Monday, Wednesday and Friday 


• Come and meet our 
friendly team - 

Call in to find out more 
or book an appointment 



9 am - 8 pm Tuesdays and Thursdays 
9am-1 pm Saturday 


NHS Dentistry is FREE 

for children and people 
on low incomes 

NHS Registrations 

Now Available 


o 


pnmecare 

Providing NHS Dentistry 


NHS 


I 



I 


complete dental 

Tel: 0121 429 1000 


621-623 Bearwood Road, Smethwick 
West Midlands B66 4BL 

Opening Hours 

Monday-Friday 


• We provide NHS treatment, 

private treatment is available on request. 

• Private - Orthodontic treatment for children and adults 

• Cosmetic- Crowns/Veneers, White filling and Tooth whitening 

• We pride ourselves on being a family practice and encourage 
you to register your children from an early age. 

• We are now accepting NHS adult and child patients due 
to an increased capacity. 

Our fully qualified and experienced dental team include 7 
dentists and nurses, one hygienist and 3 reception staff who are 
here to provide the highest quality dental care. 



NHS 


Welcome to 

complete dental 


The practice has been providing care in Bearwood for more than 30 
years. We take pride in the quality of our work and aim to provide 
caring preventative dentistry, enabling our patients to achieve healthy 
dental care for life. 



STILL THE, BEST, BUYERS li THE UK 



ALL WATCHES 
WANTED... 


GOLD, SILVER 
AND POCKET 
WATCHES 



NEWB IGGER STORE 
NOW OPEN SELLING 

S5ld and diamond 

JEWELLERY 

72 DOORS UP FROM OLD SHOP) 


Replace your 
lost diamonds., 
full jewellery 
repair centre 
now available 


WEDNESBURY (M6 J9) 

17 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 

Find us on Facebook at 


ng 


WWW. 


•r-Tvrn 


PRICES QUOTED ON 25.2.15 
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GREAT VALUE 

COACH HOLIDAYS 


• Return coach travel from throughout the West Midlands 
> Dinner, bed b breakfast and entertainment at most hotels 
• Free excursion programme 


LKIEDEftU 




BOURNEMOUTH 

D-Day Museum $ Portsmouth Harbour Cruis* 

4 DAYS 20 Mar, 24 Apr, 19 Jun, 31 Jul, 14 Aug 

5 DAYS 23 Mar, 27 Apr, 11, 25 May, 8, 29 Ji 

TORQUAY 

$ Eden Project 

4 DAYS 20, 27 Mar, 3, 24 Apr, 1, 22, 29 May " 

5 DAYS 27 Apr, 11 May, 8, 29 Jun, 6 Jul, 3 Aug 


LONGLEAT SAFARI $ Sun^le Cruise 



SANDOWN/SHANKLIN \ 

Isle oQ Wight 

4 DAYS 20, 27 Mar, 3, 24 Apr, 1, 22 May^ 

5 DAYS 16, 30 Mar, 6, 13, 27 Apr, 11, 18 May 
7 DAYS 24 May, 14, 21, 28 Jun, 5, 12, 19, 26 Jul 

EASTBOURNE 

Brighton $ Sussex Coast 

4 DAYS 27 Mar, 3, 24 Apr, 1, 22 May, 26 JurT 

5 DAYS 16, 30 Mar, 6, 13, 27 Apr, 11, 18, 25 May" 
7 DAYS 14, 28 Jun, 12, 26 Jul, 9, 25 Aug, 6 Sep 


• Paris • Ostend • Amsterdam • Austrian Tyrol 

• Valkenburg • Rhine Valley • Lake Garda b Venice 

• Krakov • Prague • Sound of Music 50th Anniversary 
Tour • Dublin • Donegal • Giants Causeway 

• Neuschwanstein Castle • Bavaria • Costa Brava & 
Barcelona • Croatia • Tuscany • Disneyland Paris^L® 

plus many more... Visit travelstyletours.co.UK' 


RAMSBOTTOM STEAM $ Crich Tramway 


25 Apr, 30 May, 4 Jul, 

15 Aug, 5 Sep, 3, 31 Oct 


2 DAYS 

£79.95 


CORONATION STREET € Liverpool 


28 Mar, 11 Apr, 16 May, 13 Jun, 2 DAYS 
| 11, 25 Jul, 8, 22 Aug £. 79.93 ) 


LIVERPOOL 5 Chester 


28 Mar, 25 Apr, 16 May, 
13 Jun, 11 Jul, 8 Aug 


2 DAYS 

£59.95 


LLANGOLLEN STEAM $ Anderton Boat Ltft 


30 May, 4 Jul, 15 Aug, 
12 Sep, 24 Oct 


2 DAYS 

£79.95 


Also available 

ELVIS AT 
THE 02 

MISS 

SAIGON 

BEAMISH 
& WHITBY 

DIRTY DANCING 
LIVERPOOL 

11 Apr, 6 Jun 2 DAYS 

20 Jun, 10 Oct 2 DAYS 

28 Mar, 16 May 2 DAYS 

25 Apr 2 DAYS 

BkkEi 

WARNER 

STUDIOS 

LLANDUDNO 

ELVIS WEEKEND 

BATH& 

STEAM TRAIN 

WINDERMERE 
& BRONTE 

25 Apr, 30 May 2 DAYS 

20 Mar, 17 Apr 3 DAYS 

ELkf£9 

2 May, 18 Jul 2 DAYS 

RE3R] 

11 Apr, 9 May 2 DAYS 

Bkd 

CUNARDS 

3 QUEENS £r LIVERPOOL 

CARDIFF 

MURDER MYSTERY 

MYSTERY 

We choose-you save! 

YORK & 
SKIPTON 

24 May 2 DAYS 

KL4J31 

28 Mar, 25 Apr 2 DAYS 

14,21,28 Mar 2 DAYS 

RI0B1 

28 Mar, 16 May 2 DAYS 

R-kETl 


Travel style 

miles more smiles 

Call for brochure 

0844 682 0086 


travelstyletours.co.uk J 



To promote your 

Gas S Boilerj 
Service 




Wednesbury 

Chiropody & Podiatry 


Problem Toenails 

Cracked Heels 

Nail Surgery 

Diabetic Foot Care 

Hard Skin & Corns 

Foot Pain 

Verrucas 

Foot Function 

Low Cost Nail Cutting Service 

Insoles /Orthotics 

(after an Initial Appointment) 



10 % Discount with 

this advert (Initial or Routine 
Appointment only) 


Tel: 0121 505 3019' 

1 O'Connell Walk, 
Wednesbury, WS10 7BF 
www.wednesburychirop 



C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 


3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 


NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 | 

| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
®New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 

www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 

Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 





Shoplifter 
used knife 
in threats 
on workers 


A SHOPLIFTER who escaped from a store 
by threatening security staff with a knife has 
been locked up. 

Abid Ijaz was spotted on CCTV taking the tags 
from three thermostats he had picked up from dis¬ 
plays at B&Q in Wednesbury, a judge heard. 


The 42-year-old labourer 
tried to run away when ap¬ 
proached by a security of¬ 
ficer but was detained and 
frogmarched to an office to 
wait for the police to arrive, 
Wolverhampton Crown was 
told. 

Ijaz then pulled a Stanley 
knife from his back pocket 
and waved it in the face of 
the shop staff. Mr Geoffrey 
Dann, prosecuting, contin¬ 
ued: “He warned that he 
would slash them if they 
did not let him out. They let 
him go but followed as he 
left and noted the registra¬ 
tion number of the car he 
drove away in.” 

The prosecutor added: 
“A security officer had been 
monitoring film from a se¬ 
curity camera at the store 
when he saw the defend¬ 
ant acting suspiciously. He 
watched him select three 
thermostats and put them 
in his basket. Then he saw 
the defendant walk away 


Report by John Scott 


and start to remove the se¬ 
curity tags from the items.” 

Police were already on 
their way to the scene and 
stopped the vehicle nearby. 
A large metal magnet ca¬ 
pable of removing security 
tabs was found inside the 
car, the court heard. 

Miss Kamalpreet Shergill, 
defending, claimed that Ijaz 
was doing work on the home 
of a relative of a money 
lender from whom he had 
borrowed £5,000 and could 
not afford the thermostats. 
She said he carried the knife 
for his work. 

Ijaz from Caroline Street, 
Dudley pleaded guilty to 
attempted theft and posses¬ 
sion of a knife and was jailed 
for 24 weeks by Recorder 
Stephen Thomas who told 
him: “It must have been ter¬ 
rifying for the security staff 
involved.” 


Gift of a charity boost 
from city restaurant 


ft 





■ Basil] 

i«U 


u 


Lucy Hackett, head of fundraising for St Basils with mem¬ 
bers of staff at Fiesta del Asado, Argentinian restaurant 

AN Argentinian restaurant is celebrating a successful 
charity campaign. Fiesta Del Asado, on the Hagley Road, 
Birmingham, asked guests to donate new and used gifts 
over Christmas in exchange for a discount. 

The campaign was run in aid of the St Basils charity, 
which is based in Digbeth, which supports young people 
aged 16-25 who are homeless or at risk of homelessness. 

Tan Uddin, general manager at Fiesta del Asado, said: 
“We want to thank all of our customers for their generosity 
and for helping make this campaign a success. 

“We’ve received many things including jumpers, socks 
and bath salts and lots of bits and pieces. If there’s any¬ 
thing that we can do to help our city then we will. We hope 
that the young people of St Basils enjoy the gifts and we 
look forward to running the campaign again next year.” 

Lucy Hackett, head of fundraising for St Basils, said: 
“We are delighted with all the gifts that we have received 
for our young people, huge thanks to all of the kind and 
generous customers of Fiesta del Asado that got on board 
with this and made these thoughtful donations.” 



rottg# 

iRtmorinls Itb 


WE 

• WILL BEAI 
ANY GENUINE 

written like 

FOR LIKE 
QUOTE 


We offer. 

New ♦ 
Memorials 


Refurbishment 4 
of existing memorials 

Additional Inscriptions 6 
FREE quote please call: 

588 2856 

Showroom: 37 Heath Lane, 
West Brom, B71 2 BN 

.strongsmemorials.com 

Pie*se note rf w the price shown ctoes not relate to the im^ge shown 























































































































In Stack 


I BENTLEY DESIGNS 


5 drawer 


HUGE 

SAVINGS! 

only at NCF 


If jjohW -Hiouglvf Abowf gefHrtg rte*» fWrtHwe*.. 

conne to NCF! We have a Missive/ showroom with a kagk range of 
1 Sofas, Dining, Beds and Bedroom furniture 


w 

kWMDKO 9BI* 

im rARti MU !VI 
Mtrnnr. I QMDON 


£139 


IMMEDIATE 

DELIVERY 


v. - •. • 

-v 


NOW HALF PRICE 


Alb* 


135cm Bedframe w*s 


The fresh, white paint finish accentuates 
the clean linesand contemporary styling 
of the collection, creating arange of 
bedroom furniture sure to lighten up and 
complement any colour scheme. 


£199 


i • ^ * 








buy with confidence 

established for 

ovev30 Lje^Ys! 




NCF Perry Barr, 

NCF Cannock, 

NCF Burton onTrent 

NCF High Gate, 

2-6 Kingstanding Road, 

Green lane, 

Centrum East Retail Rark, 

1 John KempeWay, 

Perry Barr, B448AA 

Cannock, WS110JJ 

Eighth Av, DEI 4 2WG 

High Gate, B120HU 

©: 01213567022 

©: 01543570759 

®: 01283740019 

®:01217724659 

| now open until 8pm on Mondays | 



| now open until 8pm on Mon-Fri | 


v 7 l): www.ncffurnishings.co.uk 

Store opening times: Please go online to see individual store times 

Offers are subject to availability, images show are for illustration purposes only. 


net 

furnishing your home... 































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, February 26, 2015 


14 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Chapels project 
to get under way 

A LONG-AWAITED pro¬ 
ject to restore the land¬ 
mark Grade II listed Lye 
and Wollescote Chapels 
will begin next month. 

West Midlands Historic 
Buildings Trust has se¬ 
cured a £lmillion grant 
from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund to carry out the work 

The building in Cem¬ 
etery Road, Lye, which 
houses identical Anglican 
and non-conformist chap¬ 
els, will be converted into a 
venue for civil ceremonies. 

Project organiser David 
Trevis-Smith said: “If all 
goes to plan works should 
be completed before 
Christmas.” When work is 
completed, the venue will 
be leased to Dudley Coun¬ 
cil. It will have a waiting 
lobby and two reception 
areas as well as a wedding 
ceremony room. 

West Brom saviour 
is bank’s new chief 

THE man credited with 
saving West Bromwich 
Building Society has been 
named new chairman of a 
Birmingham-based bank. 

Former society chief 
executive Robert Sharpe 
has been appointed by A1 
Rayan Bank, which was re¬ 
named from Islamic Bank 
of Britain in December. 

Then chairman Brian 
Woods-Scawen brought Mr 
Sharpe to the West Brom 
in 2008 at the onset of the 
credit crunch following the 
departure of former chief 
executive Stephen Karle. 

He halted the society’s 
decline before he left in 
2011. 

The bank was bought by 
Masraf A1 Rayan last year 
Mr Sharpe has more than 
35 years of senior executive 
and board experience. 


Adoption rules change 
in light of e-cigarettes 


COUNCILS in the Black Country and Staf¬ 
fordshire will not allow people to adopt chil¬ 
dren if they are using e-cigarettes after quit¬ 
ting smoking, it has emerged. 

Despite experts saying ‘vaping’ poses little or no 
threat to children in the home, authorities are refus¬ 
ing to place under-fives with users. 


The policy in Stafford¬ 
shire is to not place a child 
with a family if someone in 
the household has smoked 
tobacco in the past 12 
months. 

If after 12 months of 
using an e-cigarette instead, 
the person does not return 
to tobacco then they can 
adopt. 

In Wolverhampton, Dud¬ 
ley, Sandwell and Walsall, 
people who wish to adopt 
a pre-school age child have 
to have given up any kind 
of smoking for at least six 
months. 

But it comes at a time 
when demand for care ser¬ 
vices is soaring and councils 
are being forced to heavily 
cut services in order to af¬ 
ford to look after vulnerable 
youngsters. 

Wolverhampton City 
Council alone is currently 
looking after 800 vulnerable 
children and has the highest 
rate of care applications in 
the country - almost three 
times the national average. 

On the website Adop¬ 
tion in the Black Country, 
funded by the four borough 
councils, a section on smok¬ 
ing reads: “We have a duty 
to consider the effects of 


by Daniel Wainwright 


smoking on children in their 
care and will not usually 
place pre-school children 
(around five or under) or 
those with a heart or chest/ 
respiratory complaint such 
as asthma, with people who 
smoke or use electronic sub¬ 
stitutes.” 

Sandwell Council, how¬ 
ever, says it has never 
turned down a request to 
foster children as a conse¬ 
quence of e-cigarettes. 

A couple in Staffordshire, 
who have asked not to be 
identified, say they were 
barred by social workers be¬ 
cause of vaping. The couple 
approached Staffordshire 
County Council in Decem¬ 
ber 2013 following £20,000 
worth of failed IVF at¬ 
tempts. 

At the time, however, the 
man was a light smoker of 
normal cigarettes. 

The couple underwent 
medicals and interviews 
which took until the follow¬ 
ing September but when a 
social worker saw the man 
with an e-cigarette, they say 
things changed. 



Co-organiser Tommy Strix, front left and promoter Shaun Roberts, front right, with musicians and organisers 


A ROCK and metal festival will be tak¬ 
ing place on May Day weekend after 
a music enthusiast created the idea 
which stemmed from his 50th birth¬ 
day celebrations. 

The Mayday Meltdown festival will 
host 16 bands across two days in Cra- 
dley with Saturday being the heavier 
metal side, headlined by Enemo-J. 

Shaun Roberts, who turns 50 on the 
opening day of the festival on May 2, 
said: “The idea started when I was 
with friends, Alison and Tommy Strix, 
discussing putting on a rock and metal 


night for the area. We got serious in 
August last year. 

“It just snowballed from there, and 
we’ve gone from sorting a night to 
creating a fully fledged festival. We all 
have a passion for this genre of music 
and wanted to promote the brilliant 
local bands we know of in our area.” 

The Mighty Wrath will headline 
May 3, which will be more classic rock. 

Around 200 tickets have already 
been sold. They aim to cover their 
costs as well as raising more aware¬ 
ness of the bands playing and promote 


the festival to become an ongoing an¬ 
nual event. 

Rock Radio UK will also be covering 
the event and a number of other local 
radio stations have been approached. 

Families are encouraged to attend. 
The festival will be taking place at 
Wilson Hall, Windmill Hotel, Colley 
Gate, Cradley, on May 2 and 3. Both 
days will start from 4pm to around 
11.30pm. Day tickets will be £7, week¬ 
end tickets £12 and to pay on the door 
will be £8. To purchase tickets call Mr 
Roberts on 07988070104. 


Revamp 
of street 
to start 
very soon 

A LONG-AWAITED revamp 
of a busy high street will 
begin in the coming days - 
when so-called ‘living walls’ 
are installed at a school. 
And it has been announced 
that new pavements will be 
laid along Bearwood Road, 
Smethwick, in March, while 
pedestrian crossings will be 
improved. 

The living walls brick 
walls that are covered in 
plants and greenery, to 
make the area look less 
built-up and in a bid to 
tackle pollution - after it 
was revealed vehicle emis¬ 
sions were causing high lev¬ 
els of pollution. 

The first was set up out¬ 
side Bearwood Primary 
School and then other loca¬ 
tions are set to follow later 
this year. Residents have 
been campaigning for the 
work for years and £2 mil¬ 
lion funding was finally se¬ 
cured last year. New trees 
will also be planted in the 
autumn. 

Deputy council leader 
Steve Eling, who represents 
the area, said: “We want 
to get the work started in 
March, and we are cur¬ 
rently having to give notice 
to the utility companies.” 
The council says the living 
walls could help improve air 
quality. 

Health concerns were 
raised last summer when 
a report revealed levels of 
nitrogen oxide had signifi¬ 
cantly risen over the past 10 
years, peaking in 2012, on 
the road between its junc¬ 
tions with Three Shires Oak 
Road and Hagley Road. 
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Margaret’s 
tales from 
corner shop 

Coven Wl 

THE president welcomed 
Coven members and visitors 
to the February meeting. 
Jerusalem was sung, all for¬ 
mal business was concluded 
and the speaker Margaret 
Smallman was welcomed to 
give her talk on Memories of 
the Corner Shop. 

She proved to be a char¬ 
ismatic and humorous lady. 
From the outset she kept 
her audience captivated. 
She took members on a 
journey and related her life 
as a child growing up in her 
parents’ corner shop. 

Margaret brought along 
frugal war time recipes and 
identity cards and even an 
old 10 shilling note. 

She evoked memories 
within the group of sugar 
sold in blue bags, dried 
powder eggs, colour chang¬ 
ing gobstopper sweets, Lux 
washing flakes and butter 
from a slab. 

The ladies went back in 
time to the Rag and Bone 
man, whip and top games 
played in the streets with 
few cars on the roads. 

It was as if they all knew 
the characters she described 
who frequented the shop at 
a time of community spirit. 

Throughout the presenta¬ 
tion members were inter¬ 
acting often remarking “I 
remember those”. 

Margaret concluded with 
a funny story, which was 
followed by refreshments 
and a raffle. A sales table 
raised money for the First 
Responders. 

On March 10, the group 
celebrates its 94th birthday 
night at Coven Memorial 
Hall, 7.30pm with live en¬ 
tertainment and refresh¬ 
ments. A warm welcome 
awaits. Call 01902 790222. 


Ads through ages 
bring back memories 


Insight given into 
Eatwell Campaign 


SUE Cotterell welcomed 
everyone to the latest 
meeting. 

Members were asked if 
they would prefer to have 
the January and February 
meetings in the afternoons 
in future and most were in 
favour. This is something 
that is being considered 
for next year. 

This year is the group’s 
85th anniversary and Rita 
Brown has booked after¬ 
noon tea at Dunsley Hall, 
Kinver on June 20. 

Sue introduced the 
speakers, Kate and Julie, 
volunteers from the Eat¬ 
well Campaign, South 
Staffordshire. 

The campaign has been 
running in this area for 
two years now and was 
set up for over 65s to 
help older people stay in¬ 
dependent in their own 
homes. 

This is a very worth¬ 
while project. Volunteers 
go into homes to offer ad- 


Trysull & Seisdon Wl 


vice on diet and nutrition 
in order to improve their 
health and maintain a bet¬ 
ter quality of life. 

This is particularly im¬ 
portant during the winter 
months when a hot meal 
can help people stay warm 
and well. 

Julie made a simple 
but nutritious soup using 
ready cut vegetables, po¬ 
tato, herbs and stock, 
which everyone tried. 
While it was cooking she 
made apple scones and had 
brought in some cheese 
scones. 

Next month’s meeting 
is the AGM on Thursday 
March 12. 

The speaker will be Kate 
Hartland-Westwood who 
will be talking about coffee 
mills. The competition is a 
coffee cup. Meetings are 
held at the Village Hall, 
Trysull at 7.30pm. _ 


Bilbrook Wl 


PRESIDENT Julie Hammer- 
sley opened the meeting wel¬ 
coming members and visitors. 

Following the usual busi¬ 
ness and the singing of Je¬ 
rusalem she introduced the 
speaker Patsie Jarman on 
‘Advertisements of Bygone 
Times’. 

With the aid of an overhead 
projector she took members 
on a nostalgic journey down 
memory lane with the history 
of advertising from the 1800s. 

She had many pictures 
from black and white sketches 
through to early colour and 
present day ones. 

Many of the early coloured 
ones were recognised by most 
and brought back happy mem¬ 
ories. 

The vote of thanks was 
given by Anne Evans for a very 
interesting talk. Patsie was 
then ask to judge the compe¬ 
tition ‘An Old Advertisement’, 
which was won by Anne. 

The refreshments and raffle 
followed. 

The next meeting will be 
the AGM followed by a quiz 
on Monday March 16 from 
2-4pm at Holy Cross Church 
Hall, Bilbrook Road, Bilbrook. 

For further information call 
Julie on 01902 843867. 


Highgate Common in spotlight 


IT may be cold outside but the community 
room at the Wombourne library is always a 
warm venue for townswomen meetings. 

There are many social events to enjoy 
through being a member. 

Apart from monthly talks there are meals 
out, theatre trips and a very popular skit¬ 
tles evening all within the next two months. 
March is the time for the AGM and mem¬ 
bership renewals and this would be a good 


Wombourne E Townswomen 


time to join to benefit from a full year’s pro¬ 
gramme. 

Jeff Sim, Land Management Officer with 
the Staffordshire Wildlife Trust, talked 
about Highgate Common. 

It is designated Site of Special Scientific 
Interest, known to bug lovers almost as 
much as dog walkers. 



Have moved 


••• to new premises at 


49 Tat Bank Road, Oldbury B69 4NJ 
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l Bags 
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\£28.00^ 
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Suppliers of all 
construction materials: 


Bricks 

Blocks 

Sand & gravel 

Cement 

Timber 


GATES AND GRILLES 


Tel: 0121 552 8004 | 

0121 544 4409 I 07957 491938 



Loft & Garage 

conversions 


Bay windows 
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I/I findows & Conservatories 


pi ° \ H H 40 mm triple Glazing 

L-l LnJL3L3 for price of double 
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Midlands Manufacture ¥rs 

Over 50,000 soft factory 
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RING NOW 0121 552 
FREEPHONE 0800 007 
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Conservatories Open 7 days a week Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm 

FACTORY & SHOWROOM - ROOD END ROAD, OLDBURY, B68 8SF I 

www.hispecwindows.co.uk hispec-sales@outlook.com 


*Terms & Conditions Apply 
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All sewn up 
for success 
with move 
into town 



Inside Pins-N-Needles 


AFTER two successful 
years, clothing alteration 
firm Pins-N-Needles has 
moved into larger premises 
in Smethwick. 

Having started out work¬ 
ing from the Queens Head 
in Oldbury, shopowner and 
talented seamstress Abi¬ 
gail Brown has relocated to 
Londonderry Lane. 

With many years’ expe¬ 
rience in dressmaking and 
alterations, Abigail was 
previously a teacher in 
fashion design. 

She says that it was her 
dream to open her own 
business and is really proud 
of the success the business 
has experienced over the 
last couple of years. 

Pins-N-Needles not only 
provides alterations and re¬ 
pairs at competitive prices 
but also has a dry cleaning 
service and made to meas¬ 
ure clothing. 

Abigail said: “Come 
along and have a look at 
our designer collection of 
special occasion wear and 
bridal and prom dresses 
on display or call 0121 293 
1819 if you require an ap¬ 
pointment.” 


FOCUS ON SMETHWICK AND BEARWOOD 


No acting up as Demileigh 
gets dramatic opportunity 


Bench funds will be a walk in the park 



Warley Woods, Bearwood, where a walk will be taking place in a bid to raise cash for replacement benches 


A WALK will be held at a Black Coun- were piled up and set alight by yobs. way after years of planning and as 
try beauty spot to raise cash to replace A walk was held to raise the cash to part of the scheme, Sandwell Coun- 
two picnic benches that were van- replace those benches - and now the cil is seeking to here from the public 
dalised. Volunteers need to generate Warley Woods Community Trust is about how often they visit the park 
£1,600 for the benches at the play area having to organise the event again.The and whether they use other facilities, 
at Warley Woods in Bearwood. Big Bench March takes place on March The £5.2 million restoration pro- 

They were wrecked last summer and 2 at 10am. Sponsor forms can be col- ject will see Lightwoods House, which 
have since been removed. But organis- lected from the pavilion in Lightwoods dates back to 1791, returned to com¬ 
ers say they want to make sure there Hill or downloaded from www. warley- munity use. A tea room will be created 
are plenty of places for visitors to sit at woods.org.uk and exhibition space provided on the 

the popular attraction. Meanwhile, work at Lightwoods ground floor. To complete the survey, 

It came just weeks after another six Park and House in Bearwood is under visit www.cfpuk.co.uk/lightwoods 


A DRAMA student from Smethwick, is cele¬ 
brating after landing a place at an exclusive 
drama school. 

Sandwell College student Demileigh Sangra, aged 
17, along with Nick Tuck, 18, have both won places 
at The Academy of Live and Recorded Arts (ALRA) 
after beating hundreds of other hopefuls at audi¬ 
tions, following a visit from ALRA’s director. 


The Level 3 Acting Di¬ 
ploma students impressed 
Adrian Hall on his annual 
visit to the college’s drama 
department to audition stu¬ 
dents and talk about careers 
in the industry. 

Performing arts team 
leader Emily Chell said: 
“This really is a great result 
for us and we are delighted 
that Adrian has offered con¬ 
firmed places to two of our 
graduating acting students 
for September 2014.” 

She added: “We have 
many more students who 
have gained a waiting list 
place and who must wait to 
see if they make the grade.” 

Nick, from Edgbaston, 
added: “I was incredibly 
happy to get my place and 
so thankful for the oppor¬ 
tunity. It’s one of the best 
things to happen to me in 
my life so far.” 

The school has campuses 
in London, Wigan and Lan¬ 
cashire. It provides high 
quality training for students 
hoping for a career as an 



Demileigh and Nick 

actor or actress. When they 
start the course later in the 
year, the pair will be offered 
lessons in voice training, 
acting technique, stage 
combat and TV presenting. 

When they graduate, 
they hope to follow in the 
footsteps of famous alumni 
Miranda Hart, the BAF- 
TA-nominated comedian, 
and well known actress 
Sarah Parish. Demileigh 
and Nick will take up their 
places in September when 
they graduate from college. 


Clubbing 
together 
with dance 
and fitness 



SMETHWICK-BASED 
fitness instructor Mel Car¬ 
penter has brought the 
latest exercise trend to the 
area and will be presenting 
it as part of an internation¬ 
al womens day campaign at 
a huge fitness event in Bir¬ 
mingham next month. 

Clubbercise features 
fun, easy-to-follow dance 
fitness routines using rave 
glow sticks to club anthems 
from 90s classics to the lat¬ 
est chart hits taught in a 
darkened room with disco 
lights. 

Mel was recently invited 
to become one of only 4 
Clubbercise Pro-Trainers 
in the UK, responsible for 
training instructors, and 
has a wealth of experience 
within the industry, hav¬ 
ing run and presented at 
numerous large dance and 
fitness events. 

On Sunday March 8, Mel 
will be hosting a Clubber¬ 
cise session as part of the 
big ‘This Girl Can’ Interna¬ 
tional Womens Day event 
at The Gatecrasher night¬ 
club on Broad Street in 
Central Birmingham which 
is set to see over 500 people 
taking part in Zumba and 
Clubbercise sessions. 

For more details about 
the event, which is free 
to attend, visit https:// 
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ 
thisbrumgirlcan-interna- 
tional-womens-day-par- 
ty-tickets-15616111209 



Everything you need under one roof Competitive Prices Come and have a look 


^Notion I yspecialistejinlFresli!FruitTand»VegAlso.stock 


leading brands like East End • Heera • KTC 


LOAF OF BREAD 

y ,p 


ONIONS 

20K6 BAG £3.99 
10KG BAG £1.00 
Dutch 9KG BAG £2.50 

NATURAL YOGHURT100G 
_ 4 for £1 _ 

PEPSI MAX/ 7UP/ PEPSI 
_ 2lt bottle £1.00 

VEGETABLE OIL 
20Ltr £13.99 5Ltr £3.99 

mV if 'am. - 


ELEPHANT MEDIUM 25K6 BAG 
£10.99 


■ 

Empire House, 11 NewStreef^Smethwick, Warley B66 2AJ 

Tel: 0121 5585089 

OPEN 7 DAYS: MON-SAT 8AM-7PM • SUN 9AM-5PM 





Alterations, Dressmaking, 
Dry Cleaning, Special 
Occasion Wear 

X All Alterations & Repairs at very 
competitive prices 
Dry Cleaning Service 

X Special Offers provided on selected items 
X Made to measure clothing including Bridal 
& Prom Dresses 

^ Designer Collection of Wedding Dresses 
& Evening Wear in store m 



New Address: 172 Londonderry Lane, B67 7EN 
Contact Abi: 0121 293 1819 / 07940743476 


CLUBBERCISE CLASSES 



FUN EASY-TO-FOLLOW DANCE FITNESS ROUTINES USING GLOW 
STICKS TO CLUB ANTHEMS FROM 90‘S CLASSICS TO THE LATEST 
CHART HITS TAUGHT IN A DARKENED ROOM WITH DISCO LIGHTS 


FREE GLOWSTICKS FOR FIRST TIMERS 


MONDAYS 

7PM TO 8PM 
HYBRID STUDIOS 
HIGH ST 

TIPTON, DY49HP 


THURSDAYS 

7:30PM TO 8:30PM 
OLDBURY ACADEMY 
POUND ROAD 
OLDBURY. B68 8NE 


REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS 
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH . . . 


Direct manufacturers of quality 
UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios 


5 WINDOWS FOR £675 

FULLY GLAZED 



Choice 
of any 10 
different 
style doors 
from only 
£250 



A 


DVANCE WINDOW 


' systems Ltd 



VWVW.CLUBBERCISEBIRMINGHAM.CO.UK 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 A Rated Windows 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 






























































Fast-build modular homes 
factory for Black Country 


A HOUSEBUILDER is to open a 
factory making ‘modular’ homes in 
the heart of the Black Country. 

The Mar Modular factory in Cose- 
ley will build for Mar City which has 
developments in the West Midlands, 
London and the South East. 

It is already recruiting for at least 
20 staff and Mar Modular is looking 
for people with experience in the 
building industry and unskilled staff 
it will train. Posts available include 
assembly workers, electricians and 
warehouse and maintenance staff. 

Mar City says that the modular 
process - whereby sections of the 
homes are prefabricated then put 
together on site - will enable it to 
build homes three times faster than 


by existing building methods. A 
spokesman for Mar City, John Bick, 
said it had not yet been confirmed 
where in Coseley the factory would 
be located but it would create more 
than 20 jobs. 

The company recently announced 
that its pre-tax profit for 2014 was 
up by three times on 2013. It has 
built up a land bank of around 5,000 
plots which can provide in the region 
of five years supply with a gross de¬ 
velopment value of around £lbn. 

Mar City says there is high de¬ 
mand from housing associations and 
councils for new build homes with 
the Midlands and London markets 
continuing to benefit from the Gov¬ 
ernment’s Help to Buy scheme. 



One of the modular units being lowered on a crane 


Mail workers post 
£1 k aid for Haven 

GENEROUS members of staff at Wolverhampton’s 
Royal Mail centre helped to raise £1,000 for a domestic 
abuse charity. 

The Royal Mail night shift employees organised a 
series of fundraising activities throughout 2014, which 
raised a total of £4,000 to be spread across a range of 
charities, including The Haven in Wolverhampton. 

The money was raised through weekly football cards 
and seasonal raffles, before the fundraisers nominated 
their chosen charities. These included The Haven, Mac¬ 
millan Cancer Trust, Hope House Children’s Hospice, 
Cystic Fibrosis and a number of local animal charities. 

Marta Rios, from The Haven, said: “Royal Mail is a 
keen supporter of the Haven and the work that we do. 
The night shift charity team have been so generous to 
our cause and for this we are grateful.” 

Employee Paul Onions said: “We chose The Haven 
with a view to raising awareness of domestic abuse.” 
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Anonpous 
tip-off over 
benefits led 
to charges 


A BENEFITS cheat swindled more than 
£17,000 by failing to tell the authorities that 
he had moved in with his partner. 

Peter Harris, 44, illegally claimed housing benefit, 
council tax benefit and Jobseekers Allowance before 
the DWP swooped following an anonymous tip-off. 

Wolverhampton Magistrates Court heard that Harris ap¬ 
plied to claim housing and council tax benefit in December 


2011. His claim was granted 
based on his entitlement 
to Jobseekers Allowance, 
which he had claimed since 
October 2011, and subject to 
his living arrangements. 

But on his application 
form he failed to mention 
he was living with Michelle 
Jones in Smallshire Close, 
Wednesfield, who had taken 
out a mortgage on the prop¬ 
erty in June 2011. 

Documents 

Instead Harris declared 
that another person was 
his landlord, the court was 
told. This made his benefits 
claims fraudulent. 

Mr Robert Marshall, pros¬ 
ecuting on behalf of Wolver¬ 
hampton City Council, said 
further evidence gathered 
from electoral registration 
documents and TV licens¬ 
ing authorities proved the 
couple were living together. 

“In January 2013 EDF 
Energy confirmed Michelle 
Jones as the named sub¬ 
scriber of the address in 
Smallshire Close and con¬ 
firmed that both the gas 
and electric supply started 
on October 14, 2011,” the 
prosecutor continued. 

“On November 6, 2013, 
an online submission was 
received at Wolverhampton 
City Council’s council tax 
department verifying that 
she no longer lived alone 


By Peter Madeley 

and another person was re¬ 
siding at the address.” 

He added that in reality 
Harris had lived with Miss 
Jones at the address for a 
much longer period than he 
had stated. 

The court was told this 
meant Harris was not en¬ 
titled to Jobseekers Allow¬ 
ance, which he fraudulently 
claimed, to the tune of 
£12,060.86 between October 
2011 and February 2013. 

He was also overpaid 
£5,321.24 in housing and 
council tax benefit from 
October 2011 to November 
2012, making a total over¬ 
payment of £17,382.10. 

Reports 

Mr Marshall said the au¬ 
thority did not believe Har¬ 
ris’s claims were fraudulent 
from the outset. 

Mr Adam Wieczerzak, for 
Harris asked the court for 
reports to be prepared into 
his client’s circumstanc¬ 
es.Harris, of Smallshire 
Close, admitted two counts 
of failing to notify a change 
of circumstances affecting 
entitlement to benefits pay¬ 
ments. 

He was bailed to appear 
at the same court to be sen¬ 
tenced on March 4. 


Chance to nominate 
conservation work 


THE Victorian Society has launched a new conservation 
award for the best work carried out to Victorian and Ed¬ 
wardian buildings in the West Midlands. 

It is hoped that the award will help draw attention to 
the high quality conservation work done by architects and 
other groups across the region. 

Nominations can be submitted via the society’s website 
until December with the winner announced in February 
2016. 

Entries will be judged on the care taken to retain the 
building’s original fabric, conservation of fragile aspects 
and careful adaption to meet current needs for re-use of 
the building. 

Stephen Hartland, chairman of the Victorian Society’s 
Birmingham and West Midlands Group, said: “We want 
to counter the impression that the Society is only involved 
when things go wrong and buildings are threatened.” 
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in the Kitchen 


with Replacement Kitchen Doors 




Put the ‘Love’ but back into your Kitchen 
with made to measure Doors that look 
as good as a whole new kitchen BUT 
without all the hassle! (and you’ll save 
about 60% too!) 






Enquire before 5pm Monday 2nd March To Qualify 

Call free today for 
the biggest savings 
0800 234 3425 


Keep your units - we'll make the New Doors 
\\\ Doors Made to Measure 
Change Worktops, Sinks, Taps etc (easily) 
Get that Fresh New Look 

w *** - ~ 

Most jobs can be done in 1 day! 


Save about 60% when compared to the cost of a 
new kitchen and the results are quite simply - 
amazing! 

This February, buy five or more replacement kitchen 
doors and we’ll give you FREE Worktops or the 
Cornice, Pelmets and Plinths absolutely FREE! You 
choose, ask your advisor for more details today! Act 
now to SAVE BIG! 

Five Local Showrooms 
ALL OPEN TODAY!, 


vtsa 





Monday to Friday 
10am - 5.30pm 
Saturday: 10am -4pm 
Closed Sunday 

Easy to find 

Free & Easy to park! 


No.1 SINCE 2005 

irirititit 


Unit 24 Wulfrun Est., Stafford Road Wolverhampton WV10 6HH 01902 581 570/01902 712 851 www.imore.co.uk 
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Ray and Lin Gilbert from the Black Country Echoes Festival at Wolverhampton Art Gallery John Bulmer’s iconic Tipton at Dawn, which was displayed The old Blue Bird toffee factory in Halesowen in the 1960s, highlighted in the festival 



A Mander’s artefact discovered as part of the festival 



John Meadows with his 1958 FriskySport at the event launch 


Visitor numbers hit magic million 
to see echoes of Black Country life 


WITH events at 25 venues staged 
by 250 volunteers, it was billed 
as one of the most ambitious his¬ 
tory projects the Black Country 
had ever seen. 

And now organisers have revealed 
more than one million visitors flocked 
to the Echoes Festival since it was 
launched in September last year. 

Art exhibitions, reunions, history fairs 
and drama performances were among the 
events held throughout the region. 

Of the one million visitors, at least 12 per 
cent were from outside the Black Country 
- which bosses say has boosted tourism. 
And around 30 per cent were first-time vis¬ 
itors to the venues. Festival co-ordinator 
Deb Slade said: “We certainly pulled a lot 
of exhibitions and events together, 27 exhi¬ 
bitions and 87 events in all, and supported 
over 25 venues to theme their program¬ 
ming.” 

A focus of the festival was the area’s rich 


MEMORY LANE 


Report by Adam Burlini 


manufacturing heritage, with some 1,560 
workers gathering at 100 workshops to 
share their memories. 

Anecdotes were documented by the team 
of trained volunteers, and will be posted in 
an online archive being created. Mrs Slade 
said photographs, stories and audio record¬ 
ings will be gathered on the website to en¬ 
sure the festival has a lasting legacy. 

Among the highlights was the Making of 
Mordor event at Wolverhampton Art Gal¬ 
lery, which explored how JRR Tolkien’s 
image of Mordor was influenced by the re¬ 
gion’s industrial landscape. 

Volunteer Roy Gilbert, a 63-year-old 
retired teacher, helped create the display 
using more than 1,000 saplings. Mr Gilbert 
and his wife Linda spent nearly 100 hours 
working on the festival between them, 
running a stand at the Himley Hall Vehi¬ 


cle Show, researching the Joseph Dixon 
saddlery firm in Walsall and interviewing 
former workers. Organisers say a total of 
25,000 volunteering hours were spent on 
the festival, which would have cost more 
than £300,000 if they were being paid. 

Mr Gilbert said: “It has been a real suc¬ 
cess and everyone I have spoken to has 
taken a lot from it. It has taught me things 
about the Black Country that I had no idea 
about and I’m so glad I was a part of it.” 

Two of the smaller venues’ exhibitions 
were extended as they proved so popular. 

Unseen 

In The Leather at Walsall Leather Mu¬ 
seum featured images of the current state 
of the old leatherworks buildings in the bor¬ 
ough, while also capturing the people who 
worked there through previously unseen 
photographs. Black Country Echoes: In Pic¬ 
tures at The Light House attracted people 
of all ages with its images of residents, land¬ 
scape and industry from the 1960s to 90s. 

Classic vehicles drew crowds at nine 


events with Bean cars, Turner, Doretti, 
Guy Motors, Jensen, Sunbeam and Villiers 
among the manufacturers on display. 

Aldridge Airport celebrated the 1950s 
with a display of historic vehicles attended 
by 400 people, while 700 fans of the 1960s 
got an insight into the mod culture at 
Wednesbury Museum. 

Some striking 1970s leather fashion was 
on display at Walsall Leather Museum, with 
jackets, skirts and dresses by Walsall-based 
4 U Fashion, which was started by Arthur 
Fox and his wife Joan. 

Factories that were once renowned by 
people across the country were also remem¬ 
bered, with the Blue Bird toffee factory in 
Halesowen the source of many stories. 

And hundreds of artefacts came to light 
in recent months, each giving a glimpse into 
the industrial and cultural history of the 
Black Country. Items previously belonging 
to the Mander family were uncovered, in¬ 
cluding sports trophies and shields - and 
they will be kept by the museum to be dis¬ 
played in future exhibitions. 


WARLEY FRUITS RE-OPENS AS 

‘THE VEGGIE BOX LTD' 

66A Broadmoor Avenue B68 9AQ, 

Same great quality produce! 

Same great prices! 

Also available a full range of [j 
Caribbean fruit - veg - spices 
and tinned produce 

* 



in l i l ua» jruu 1u13j.1v icwu^iuoc a lauiuioi 

OR CALL US ON Olil 429 1210 


ADVERTISEMENT 

NEW VEGGIE BOX OFFERS 
CARRIBEAN PRODUCE 


O pening the new 
branch of the 
‘Veggie Box Ltd’,, 
Proprietor Mr 

Will Morris said, it 
was a tremendous 
opportunity to 

expand my already 
successful retail 
wholesale fruit and 
vegetable business 
by acquiring the 
property formally 
known as Warley 
Fruits. 



I have known the 
former owner Paul for 
a number of years and 
could not pass up the 
opportunity to re-open 
the business because 
of the great reputation 
it had earned, in the 
past. Business will be 
as usual but with the 
addition of a full range 
of Caribbean produce, 



catering to a niche 
market in the area. 

As with any local 
retail business, we 
only continue to trade 
through customer 
support so please feel 
free to pop in and see 
us. 


‘All are welcome at 
The Veggie Box 9 













































Barging around 
the canal network 


Book Review 


BRITAIN’S prosperity was 
largely due to its canal net¬ 
work, more than three thou¬ 
sand miles of waterways 
linking the cities, towns and 
ports with coalfields, quar¬ 
ries, foundries and factories. 

These were the veins through which 
flowed the lifeblood of the Industrial 
Revolution, fuelling the growth from in¬ 
novative, hard-working nation to global 
empire. 

From the beginnings of canal build¬ 
ing in the mid 1700s, through the boom 
days of early Victorian Britain to the 
inland navigations’ current status as 
a major heritage leisure resource, the 
‘cuts’ are a key aspect of Britain. 

The official companion to a new 
eight-part ITV series, Barging Round 
Britain (hardback, published by Mi¬ 
chael Joseph, £20), written by John 
Sergeant and David Bartley, is a 
handsomely illustrated book that cele¬ 
brates this network’s history. It is also 
available as an ebook. 

In his introduction genial Toby Jug¬ 
like journalist Sergeant suggests there 
is something very British about the way 
we cherish our canal network. Today 
there are actually more craft on the 
canals than even during their industrial 
heyday. 

The veteran broadcaster explores 
eight of the best of the most celebrated 
waterways, from the Caledonian in the 
far north to the Kennet and Avon in the 
West Country. 

It can be claimed that the story of the 
canals began in Staffordshire in 1766, 
where the first sod was cut by Josiah 
Wedgewood in what was to become 
the Trent and Mersey Canal. This was 
so the Burslem-born industrialist’s pot- 


^ging <t 0t% 

BB1VAUT 


WITH 

JOHN SERGEANT 



Barging Round Britain is a book to 

accompany the current TV series 

tery could be transported more safely 
than on rutted roads that tended to 
leave his goods as useless shards. 

But, of course, the very heart of the 
canal network is here in the West Mid¬ 
lands with the Birmingham Canal Nav¬ 
igations taking pride of place, which 
Sergeant describes as ‘the best of 
Britain’. 

Rivals 

In a fascinating chapter on the Bir¬ 
mingham Canal Company and its ri¬ 
vals, the story is told of how the wa¬ 
terways spread through ‘the city of a 
thousand trades’ and the Black Coun¬ 
try, to tap natural resources in Stafford¬ 
shire (chiefly coal). 

The canals brought in the raw ma¬ 
terials and then transported out man- 



Veteran journalist John Sergeant 
explores the country’s waterways 

ufactured goods that were in demand 
around the world, from pots and pans 
to guns and chocolate. 

Such colossal characters at Matthew 
Boulton and James Watt, John ‘Iron 
Mad’ Wilkinson and James Brindley, 
are involved in a story with more than 
it’s share of intrigue. The greed of early 
shareholders siphoning off profits that 
should have been spent on improve¬ 
ments even reached the ear of King 
George III. 

There was also a feud between the 
Birmingham canal bosses and Lord 
Dudley over high tolls and the busi¬ 
ness-minded aristocrat’s plans for the 
Dudley and Stourbridge Canal, so vital 
for the glass industry and vital for the 
development of the Black Country. 

Leon Burakowski 


Home Selections 


Quadra Pre Assembled Kitchen Units 
Only 3 Sets AvetlsMs 
Call NOW - First Come First Served 



Britannia Street, Tividale, Oldbury BBS 2PG 
□ 1 21 557 7222 
www. ubhi kitchens. co. uk 



*Picture for 
illustration 
purposes only 


o OUT WITH THE OLD IN WITH THE NEW AT #% 

CASH 4 CLOTHES ** 

GET INSTANT jBk 

cash 

FOR ALL YOUR OLD flii — ^ 

CLOTHES AND RAGS Hl|jjjpr '3^) 

We Buy: Clothing, Shoes, Handbags, Bedding 

• No Work wear • No Dirty or Damaged Clothes 

We also take Washing Machines, Fridges and any other surplus appliances 


www.oberonrecycling.co.uk Email: info@oberonrecycling.co.uk 


275 Bristnall Hall Road, Oldbury B68 9NF Shop: 

(Queens Head, Opp Garage) 145 Lunt Road, Bilston, WV14 7AJ 




GNG NURSERY 

Treble Award Winning Nursery! 

cater for children aged 3 months to 5 years old. 

What we offer: 



High Quality Childcare 
A Stimulating Educational Curriculum 
Qualified and Experienced Staff 
Up to 15 hours Free Childcare for 2, 3 & 4 year olds. 
Brand New Indoor and Outdoor facilities 
Healthy and Nutritious vegetarian meals 
Regular Informative Parents Meetings 
Free choice of play and learning activities 
Safe and Caring surroundings 


Achievements & Awards: 

Business Development 2014 award - by Nursery World 
Day Nursery 2014 award - by Sandwell MBC 
Outstanding outcome - by Ofsted 
Rated 5* on the Environmental Health Inspection 




©] 


NDNA 



Address: GNG Nursery Trinity Point Trinity Street, Smethwick. B67 7AA 
Opening hours: Monday-Friday: 8.00am - 6.00pm 


Central Heating Assistance 



If you live in Sandwell and have a 
low household income and are: 

• over 60 or 

9 disabled or have 
® chronic health issues or have 

• children up to the age 
of nineteen 

You may be eligible for assistance. 

‘Subject to terms and conditions 

If you want to know more contact: 
Sandwell Council Home Improvement 
Agency on: 

0121 569 5232 

or email: 

privatesector_housing@sandwell.gov.uk 

Sandwell Home 
Improvement Agency 
Court House, West Bromwich. 

West Midlands, B70 8LU 


Sandwell 


Metropolitan Borough Council 
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Cocaine found in 
bags under stairs 

POLICE found more than they bargained for while mak¬ 
ing an arrest, a judge heard. 

The officers detained the suspect they were hunting in 
a swoop on a house, Wolverhampton Crown Court was 
told, ut they also discovered three cans of pepper spray, 
£1,200 worth of cocaine and a small amount of cannabis, 
said Mr Geoffrey Dann, prosecuting. 

The haul belonged to Stephen Foster who also lived 
at the address but was not the wanted man, the court 
was told. 

The cocaine was found in bags hidden under the stairs 
and in bedroom drawers together with the cannabis and 
pepper spray on September 17, said |Mr Dann. 

Mr Extol Mitchell, defending, claimed 27-year-old Fos¬ 
ter had not known it was against the law to have pepper 
Foster from Fairlawn Way, New Invention, Willenhall 
admitted illegal possession of the drugs and spray and 
was given a 24 week jail sentence. 
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Pupils on crest of wave 
over donation of mural 


AN artwork recently unveiled at a 
school is helping children with se¬ 
vere learning difficulties learn about 
colours and shapes. 

The mural at Old Park School, 
Brierley Hill has been funded by a 
£3,000 grant from Wolves Aid, which 
is part of the Wolves Community 
Trust. 

Staff, pupils and officials from 
the trust gathered to see the mural 
unveiled in a ceremony held at the 
school, in Thorns Road. The mural 
depicts a beach scene with a large 
wave cresting at the top of a sea. It is 
made from a range of different mate¬ 
rials, designed to be touched, which 
will be used by youngsters. 

The mural has been installed on a 


wall near to the school’s swimming 
pool. It also has a distinctive orange 
and black football highlighting the 
Wolves link. 

School headteacher Gill Cart¬ 
wright said: “We are very grateful 
to the Wolves Trust for supporting 
our tactile panel. This will benefit 
all of our pupils. Many have visual 
impairments so this will be of enor¬ 
mous use to them.” 

Wolves Aid spokesman Laura 
Cowley said: “We were contacted and 
asked if we could provide a signed 
football or memorabilia which could 
raise funds for the mural.” 

Trustees met school staff to learn 
more about the project and agreed 
funding could be provided. 



- VAUXHALL SERVICE CLUB - 



OFF MOTs 

V Vauxhall Trained Technicians 
S Genuine Vauxhall Parts 
S Up to 25% off Servicing & Repairs 


- ASK ABOUT OUR - 

GREAT VALUE 

FIXED-PRICE 

REPAIRS 

@10 6 

Discs & Pads Cambelt Shock Absorbers Clutch" 


FIXED-PRICE 

SERVICING 

_ FROM ONLY _ 

£129 

To keep your Vauxhall ticking over nicely S 


WINTER 

SAFETY CHECK 


JUST 



PREPARE FOR THE UNPREDICTABLE 


Brindley Wednesbury 

57 Bridge Street 

Wednesbury 

West Midlands 

WS10 0AH 


0121 696 4765 


Xs ^ / 

www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


his/her vehicle, and for any related offence. General Motors UK Limited t/a Vauxhall reserves the right to modify the terms of this promotion at Vauxhall's discretion at any time. Every effort has been made to ensure the contents of this publication were accurate at the time of going to print. Offer ends 28 February 2015. 


Pc is jailed 
for tip-off 
over sham 
marriages 


A WOLVERHAMPTON police officer has been 
jailed for tipping off the mastermind behind a 
high-profile sham marriage ring. 

Pc Nigel Orme, whose beat covered Whitmore 
Reans, accessed the police computer to inform Mo¬ 
hammed Akhtar, aged 29 from Dunstall Road, Wol¬ 
verhampton, about the investigation. 

Akhtar was locked up for five years in May after after 


pleading guilty to 11 counts 
of conspiracy to facilitate a 
breach of immigration laws. 

At Birmingham Crown 
Court, Orme, of Chester 
Road North, Kidderminster, 
was jailed for six months. 
His actions were described 
as a ‘gross dereliction of 
duty’. The court heard how 
the married 49-year-old ac¬ 
cessed the police computer 
systems to find information 
on Akhtar. 

Text 

Orme had been asked to 
do so by his friend Adilah 
Hussain, whose family he 
had met through work. 

Orme informed Ms Hus¬ 
sain by text that the case 
against Akhtar, who worked 
as a paralegal, concerned 
fraudulent documents. He 
then told Ms Hussain that 
Akhtar had ‘nothing to 
worry about’. 

His corrupt behaviour 
came to light in September 
2013 when officers found 
text messages between 
Akhtar and Ms Hussain 
suggesting information was 
being passed from police re¬ 
cords. 

Investigations linked 
Orme to Hussain and the 
pair were arrested last 
March. In just three days, 
Orme and the woman ex¬ 
changed 371 messages. 

DCI Debra Doyle, of the 


By Peter Madeley 

force’s professional stand¬ 
ards department, said: “The 
reason Orme broke the law, 
along with the trust of his 
colleagues and those he 
served, has never been fully 
established. 

“There is no suggestion 
that he was paid for the 
information but we know 
he had a close relationship 
with those involved. What 
we were able to show, right 
from the start, was that he 
knew his actions were dis¬ 
graceful for a police officer. 

“As officers brought Orme 
into custody he pleaded with 
them saying ‘I’m not a cor¬ 
rupt policeman, I’m a stupid 
policeman. I have looked at 
systems when I shouldn’t 
have to find things out’.” 

Orme pleaded guilty to a 
single charge of causing a 
computer to perform a func¬ 
tion to secure unauthorised 
access to a program or data. 
He has since been sacked by 
West Midlands Police and 
will lose his police pension. 

Recorder Keith Raynor 
said: “It amounts to a gross 
dereliction of your duty.” 

Ms Hussain, 26, of Via¬ 
duct Drive, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, was cleared of aiding 
and abetting Orme during a 
trial last month. 


Golden! Marston’s 
cheer on four awards 


MARSTON’S won four awards at The International Brew¬ 
ing Awards held in Burton upon Trent. 

The Wolverhampton brewery group won three gold med¬ 
als for Hobgoblin Ruby, Rye Pale Ale and Mann’s Brown 
Ale with a silver medal for New World Pale Ale. 

Dubbed the brewing industry’s Oscars, The Interna¬ 
tional Brewing Awards were first run 129 years ago in 1886 
and have been constantly developed to reflect the global 
market for beer. All judges were practising brewers and the 
stewards were all from within the industry. 

Richard Westwood, managing director of Marston’s 
Beer Company said: “This reaffirms our brewing expertise 
across our business and demonstrates that we are able to 
brew beers that are not only commercially successful but 
eminently drinkable too. 

It’s great to see our new beers performing alongside our 
other, more established brands.” 




























Teamwork brings 
album of stories 



Becky and Rachel Unthanks who have a new album out Mount the Air 


By Danny Farragher 


Tomorrow Will Follow Today 

Kathryn Roberts & Sean Lakeman 

HUSBAND and wife team 
Kathryn Roberts & Sean 
Lakeman have put together 
an eclectic compendium of 
stories. 

This album gives them another 
chance to show the versatility and 
depth of their talent. 

Roberts opens the album, which 
Lakeman’s produced, with the gutsy 
Child Owlet an everyday story of in¬ 
cest, treachery and murder, the bed¬ 
rocks of many a good folk song, and 
check out the sinister YouTube video 
made by their two seven year old 
daughters Poppy and Lily. 

This fascinating album has musi¬ 
cal tales of a whale that sings ‘in the 
wrong key’, a macabre island of dolls, 
Russian mermaids, political corrup¬ 
tion and Roberts singing advice to her 
two daughters, something for every¬ 
one. 

TWFT is out now on the Iscream 
Music Records. 

Mount The Air - The Unthanks 

There is something refreshingly 
grounded and earthy about sister act 
The Unthanks. 

They have made a career out of 
successfully fusing a contemporary 
sound which retains a link to the tra¬ 
ditional and which seems as strong as 
the chains found on the shipyards they 
often sing of. 

This said, with Rachel and Becky’s 
new album Mount the Air the link 
seems a little more tenuous. 

One of the interesting aspects of the 
band is the folk arena seems to openly 
embrace them and yet, whether inten¬ 


tionally or consequentially, they seem 
to stretch the definitions and bounda¬ 
ries of what many consider to be folk 
music. 

And, if you read the blurb on their 
website they, in their own words, don’t 
put their feet firmly down in the folk 
camp. 

Mount the Air is their first studio 
album for four years and is essentially 
an album of ballads. 

If you are looking for what many 
would recognise as traditional folk 
then you are delving in the wrong 
place. However, The Unthanks do 
make intriguing albums which rely on 
fascinating lyrics gently coloured by 
the tunes they compose, which are al¬ 
ways complimentary and never intru¬ 
sive. Mount the Air is out now on the 
RabbleRouser label. 

The Tin Man - Dan Webster 

Dan Webster is one of the growing 
band of folk/acoustic musicians who 
have produced their own albums . 

If you are going to open an album 
with style then you might as well 
make it a gorgeous piece of cello music 
and this is supplied by Rachel Brown 


who, together with Webster’s slightly 
gravelly voice, makes it easy to slip 
into this album and straight away get 
caught up in Dancers. 

There’s no two ways about it, Web¬ 
ster has a wealth of emotion in his 
voice and his singing is solid and clear. 

The Tin Man is out on Paper Plane 
Records. 

Rise - Skinner & T’witch 

The Leeds duo of Steve Skinner and 
Sandra Twitchett have a very una¬ 
dorned quality which sort of takes you 
back to the black and white TV images 
of folk singers from the 1960s on pro¬ 
grammes which weren’t cluttered up 
by “production values”. 

There is a lot of spiritual/religious 
inference in the lyrics, but they’re not 
the sanctimonious, preachy kind. 

This is a very minimalist album, 
there are just the two voices, the gui¬ 
tars of Skinner and Mike “The Wood¬ 
man” Jordanand the odd bit of, very 
effective, cello from Robin Woollam. 
The truth of the matter is the album 
is simple but effective. 

Rise is available through the duo’s 
website. 




Are you aged 16 -18 with 
5 or more GCSEs at grade 
C or above? 

Do you want to earn while 
you learn? 


Improve yourself get ahead with an LMPQ 
Advanced Apprenticeship in IT or Accountancy 

LMPQ will help you 

• Find local employment 

• Develop industry standard internationally 
recognised skills and qualifications 

• Provide you with long term professional career 
prospects 

We have employers waiting: 

LMPQ Advanced Apprenticeships 



Tel: 0844 856 9781 I Email: info@lmpq.co.uk I Website: www.lmpq.co.uk 


Sites at Worcester and Birmingham 
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www.staremploymentservices.co.uk 


Star Employment 

services " 

Call Star Employment Services today on 01902 319333 
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Mother’s Day 

MESSAGE 


SATURDAY, MARCH 14 



Write your message here. One word per box 


Mother’s Surname.First Name.. 


Circle the illustration 
of your choice 


MVM ’’V** 


Name:. Mother’s Address:., 

Telephone Number:. . 


Postcode:. 

If you have selected an illustrated message, please enclose a cheque for £10, made payable to M.N.A, and sent to the address below. 


Send to: Mother’s Day Greetings, Classifieds, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV11ES or call 
into your local Express & Star office. Deadline for messages is 11am, Friday, March 13,2015. 


Express & Star 


PLUMBZONE 



A 5 year manufacturer’s warranty 
1 year workmanship guarantee 
(if installed before 31st December 2015 standard warranty 5 
years) terms & conditions apply 
5 year discounted servicing 
First annual boiler service free of charge 
FREE central heating system flush 




WORCESTER 

Bosch Group 


POWERFLUSH of 7 Radiators PLUS 
Chemical Treatment of the 
system for: 



24kw Boiler and 
7 Radiator Central 
Heating System 


Supplied & fitted for 



ProCombi 24kw Boiler 


Supplied & fitted for 



Expert Advice & FREE Quotation, call 0800 6440131 
Visit our showroom: Marco House Prospect Row Dudley DY2 8SG 



A wonderful array of outfits and accessories 

COMPETITION 

All sewn up! 
Crafty chance 
to bag tickets 



Enjoy watching the catwalk 


SEWING for Pleasure, Fashion Embroi¬ 
dery & Stitch and Hobbycrafts returns to 
the NEC, Birmingham from March 19-22 . 

This popular show is attended by more 
than 30,000 creative craft enthusiasts over 
the three show days. With more than 300 
exhibitors, a host of experts and inspiring 
catwalk shows, this event is not to be 
missed. 

And the organisers have teamed up with 
the Chronicle series to give 70 lucky read¬ 
ers the chance to win a pair of tickets. 

The International Craft and Hobby Fair 
is thrilled to be able to offer three shows 
for the price of one at the NEC. 

With many fascinating stands, talks, 
demonstrations and features, they are a 
haven for anyone with a passion for all 
things craft. 

For those who truly enjoy sewing for 
pleasure, the aptly-named show should 


be the first port of call. It offers the latest 
supplies, ideas and innovations. Visitors 
can find kits, patterns, fabrics, threads 
and hands-on activities. 

Knitters from across the UK saw their 
hard work and efforts unveiled in 2014, 
when the world record was set for the 
longest-knitted chain which measured a 
staggering one kilometre long. 

The Sewing Club, now a regular feature 
at the show will see author and sewing ex¬ 
pert Laura Strutt running mini workshops 
for beginners. 

Fashion Embroidery & Stitch is the 
ultimate showcase for anyone with a love 
of stitch and the textile arts and the daily 
catwalk fashion shows will showcase a 
range of exciting creations. 

Hobbycraft lovers can enjoy a variety of 
demonstrations and workshops including 
the lively on-stand demos. 


HOW TO ENTER 

To be in with a chance 
of winning a pair of tickets 
simply answer the follow¬ 
ing question. 

Who is the author and 
sewing expert? 

Send your entries to: 
Sewing competition, 
Chronicle series (Editorial), 
51-53 Queen Street, Wol¬ 
verhampton, WV1 1ES 

Closing date: Thurs¬ 
day, March 5. Usual rules 
apply. Editor’s decision 
is final 


Express & Star 


Design an Ad 

©©^YEYOYO©^ 

The Express & Star is 
challenging local primary 
schools to design adverts in our ^ S j 


The Express & Star is 
challenging local primary 
schools to design adverts in our ^ W 
‘Design an Ad’ Competition. ^ a 

We need all interested Headteachers/Teachers to • ^ 

register today, using the coupon below or by email, to * . ^ 

be included in this exciting competition. 1 aka f 

Each school will be given an advertiser by the Express L 

& Star and asked to come up with a ground breaking 
original ad to feature an 8-page colour supplement, \ 
published in-paper on Thursday 23rd April 2015. ' 

Winning pupils will be invited to a special 
presentation ceremony to be held later in the year. 

Interested? 

Then complete the coupon below to register your school’s interest and send to: 

Jo Watton, Business Development Department, Express and Star Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 
or alternatively register via email at j.watton@expressandstar.co.uk 

Closing date for registering is Friday 6th March Q 

Any queries? Phone 01902 319671 or 01902 319134 


l/M 




Register here today! 

I would like to register.(school 

FOR THE DESIGN AN AD COMPETITION 

Name.Position at School 

Address of School. 

.Postcode.Telephone 

Signature. 
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Lucy Lockett, a light vehicle maintenance and repair apprentice training through GTG training 

Investing in staff 


Securing a strong 
career for recruits 



FOR over 40 years, a train¬ 
ing provider specialising in 
GTG Training has continued 
to provide top quality training 
in areas such as business, 
computing, transport and au¬ 
tomotive technical. 

GTG Training, with a base in 
the West Midlands, is committed 
to offering high quality training to 
people of all ages and skill sets, 
especially young people looking 
for to develop their skills and give 
them the chance at a full-time em¬ 
ployment. 

Recognising the importance of work¬ 


ing with young people, GTG works to 
encourage other companies to invest 
in their staff through apprenticeship 
programmes. 

Aimed at people aged 16 or over, 
GTG Training is proud to offer a range 
of apprentice programmes to those 
looking for the opportunity to ‘earn 
while they learn’. 

These programmes give apprentices 
the chance to work towards a recog¬ 
nised qualification, skilled employment 
and greater career prospects.Study is 
split between classrooms and the work¬ 
place, offering a real-world approach to 
learning. Assessments are tailored to 
suit individual learning styles. 

The apprenticeship programmes 


take place at GTG Training Academy 
in the West Midlands, which features 
state-of-the-art equipment and fully 
equipped workshop areas and class¬ 
rooms. GTG Training partners with 
many employers throughout the UK, 
and many students go on to have suc¬ 
cessful careers with these employers 
and with GTG Training itself. 

GTG apprenticeship programmes 
are always popular, with around 130 
apprentices taken on each year. 

If you are interested in applying for 
an apprenticeship, or would like more 
information, visit www.gtg.co.uk/ap- 
prenticeships-programmes/ or con¬ 
tact GTG Training Academy on 01902 
308090 to speak to a member of staff. 


RICOH UK Products Ltd 
(RPL) is a subsidiary of Ricoh 
Company Ltd, Japan, a world 
leading manufacturer of of¬ 
fice automation equipment 
and toner related products. 

The state of the art production 
facility based in Priorslee, Tel¬ 
ford, distribution centre based 
in Wellingborough and ink and 
consumables manufacturing site 
based in Stirling, employ over 800 
people. 

The team at RPL have a passion for 
excellence and customer service; this 
culture drives innovation from ideas to 
conception, providing our customers 
with the most advanced products and 
services. 

Success for the company is based 
on a commitment to leading edge tech¬ 
nology, total quality and customer sat¬ 
isfaction gained through its teams. 

A culture of openness and support¬ 
ive teamwork is set against a back¬ 
ground of continuous improvement. 
Ricoh employees’ are key to its suc¬ 
cess and are at the heart of everything 
they do. 

To ensure the future success of the 
business, RPL is committed to provid¬ 
ing apprenticeship opportunities which 
offer significant development to young 
people through nationally recognised 
qualifications. 

The well established apprenticeship 
programme based in Telford, com¬ 
menced in 1990 and offers appren¬ 


ticeships in craft, technical, production 
print and commercial disciplines. 

RPL is committed to developing 
apprentices to gain the qualifications, 
skills and experience not only to con¬ 
tribute to the future success of the 
business but to also build a foundation 
within their chosen career path. 

The programme is ideally aimed at 
school/college leavers aged between 
16 and 19. All applicants must have 
achieved, or be expected to achieve, a 
minimum of five GCSE’s at grade C or 
above and these must include English, 
maths and science. 


RPL is holding two dedicated open 
evenings for school/college leavers to 
find out about the company, the ap¬ 
prenticeship programme and current 
apprenticeship opportunities. 

These events will provide a chance 
to meet various members from RPL; in¬ 
cluding current and former apprentic¬ 
es, management, mentors and those 
responsible for apprenticeship frame¬ 
work support. 

The open days will be held at the Pri¬ 
orslee site on Monday, March 23 and 
Thursday, March 26 between 6pm - 
8pm. 


Sandwell Guarantee 


Giving young people 
opportunity of a job 
or training 



www.sandwell.gov.uk/guarantee 


Sandwell 

MMropoflion Borough Council 
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star ★extraTRAVEL 

For brochures please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the Express & Star, offers a 
wide range of short breaks and holidays. For your security, our tour opera¬ 
tors are members of ABTA - the Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air 
Travel Organisers Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless 
otherwise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take bookings 
over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages for full description 
plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up points 
offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton (with the 
exception of holidays by air, Eurostar and certain cruises). 



Rome 

Ancient and Baroque 


Five days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£559 


• Return flights 

• Four nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Guided tour of Baroque Rome 

• Guided tour of Ancient Rome 

• Timed visit and entrance to the Villa Borghese 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


Hidden Portugal 


Eight days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£559 


• Return flights 

• Seven nights four-star half-board accommodation 

• Full day visit to Oporto and a port wine lodge 

• Guided visits to Viana do Castelo and Valenca 
do Minho 

• Explore the Vinho Verde vineyards 

• Journey through Peneda Geres National Park 

• Optional excursions available to book 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Organised by Newmarket Air Holidays (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 


Bruges by Eurostar 


Four days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£289 


• Return standard class seat on Eurostar 

• Return rail connection to London 

• Return coach transfers overseas 

• Three nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Guided walking tour of Bruges 

• Visit to a traditional chocolate maker 

• Visit to Ypres and the First World War battlefields 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Certain entrance fees payable locally 

Organised by RivieraTravel (ABTA V4744) 


The Edinburgh 
Military Tattoo, 
Rail and Steam 

Four days departing August 28 


PRICE FROM 


£299 


Longleat Safari and 
Adventure Park 


Two days departing June 27 


• Return coach travel 

• Three nights half-board accommodation 

• Two three-course evening meals 

• Ticket to the Edinburgh Military Tattoo 

• Return journey on the Bo’ness and Kinneil Railway 

• Circular cruise on the SS Sir Walter Scott 

• Visits to Edinburgh, Aberfoyle and Gretna Green 

» Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


PRICE FROM 


£129 


Jersey 


Four to eight days 
Departures March to December 


PRICE FROM 


£285 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation 

» Day ticket to Longleat Safari and Adventure Park 

• Visit to Bath 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


• Return flights 

• Bed and breakfast accommodation at the three-star 
Mayfair or Metropole hotel in St Helier 

• Return airport to hotel transfers in Jersey 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 

Special offers for bookings made before March 31 
- see brochure for details 


Bletchley Park 

- The Secrets of War 

Two days departing May 23 and Oct 3 


£119 


PRICE FROM 


• Return coach travel 

» Overnight half-board accommodation 
»Visit to Oxford 

• Visit to Bletchley Park 

» Services of a tour manager 

» Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Modern Hotels (ABTA V3101, ATOL 0752) 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V787X) 



London Theatre by coach 


Two days selected weekend departure dates 



h‘ 




PRICE FROM 


£139. 95 



London is the natural home of theatre and the musical is king in 
the capital’s world-famous West End. British musicals that prove 
a runaway success here often go on to triumph on Broadway and 
around the globe. 

The winning combination of engaging writing, captivating stage 
design and commanding performance has enabled London 
theatres to achieve box office smashes time and time again. 
And it’s the songs that make people return to the capital a 
number of times and some of the most well-known tunes 
have become part of the national canvas. 

There are two options travelling by coach from which to 
choose, Saturday Night Theatre or a Theatre Weekend 
with Dinner. 

The Saturday Night Theatre break, from £139.95, includes a 
ticket for the evening show, whereas the Theatre Weekend with 
Dinner option starts from £149.95 and includes an evening meal 
following the matinee performance. 

Both trips include return coach travel, a choice of theatre ticket 
from an extensive list of shows, overnight bed and breakfast 
accommodation in an outer-London four-star hotel, along with 
some free time in the capital for shopping or sightseeing. 

Pick-ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

*The from price and price bands vary for each show - see 
brochure/web page for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events (ABTA Y590X) 


Secret Gardens of the 
Lake District 


Four days departing June 26 



PRICE FROM 


£259 


The breathtaking scenery of the Lake District 
is a highlight for all visitors, but tucked away 
amongst the lakes and mountains, this region 
is hiding some lovingly tendered gardens. 

Travelling to Windermere the first visit is to Brockhole 
Gardens, an ornamental terraced garden at the foot of 
the Langdale Pikes. Planted in the early 20th century by 
Thomas Mawson, it is listed by English Fleritage as 
being of special historic importance and is a wonderful 
mix of flowerbeds, woodland and meadow. 

Windy Flail is a four acre fell side garden with species of rhododendrons, magnolias and hydrangeas. There is also 
a quarry garden with Japanese influences, a kitchen garden, an alpine area, wildflower meadow and waterfowl 
garden here. Admire the borders and avenues of the walled garden and the beds of the rock garden plus a 
wonderful variety of mature trees at Holehird Gardens, also the home to three National Collections of ferns. 


At Brantwood Flouse explore the rooms and 
admire the paintings and furniture before 
stepping outside into the eight unique 
gardens where ferns, azaleas and 
rhododendrons are a particular feature. 

And finally head to Levens Hall to explore 
the stunning ten acres of gardens which 
include the finest, oldest and most 
extensive topiary garden in the world, plus 
an ancient orchard, rose garden, fountain 
garden and willow labyrinth. 


INFO 

• Return coach travel 

• accornm odation 

Gardens and [he^T H ° USS and Gardens ’ Wi "< 

. \/Sr! o d th 9ardens at Levens Hall 
> Cru L t0 Br ° ckhole Gardens and Holehird Gardens 

• Visit to Gras“ °" ^ YacW Gondola 

' Sin9 ' e r °° mS SUbject to ava »ability - supplement a ( 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W 0552 ) 
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Express & Star Shop 


to 


LUXURY FEATHER 
MATTRESS 
TOPPER 


From only £59.99 plus P&P 


SAVE > 
UP TO 

£40 


Fitted in seconds, this beautifully soft 100% white duck feather 
mattress topper will add unbelievable comfort to your existing 
mattress. Wonderfully warm, it’s absolute heaven to relax and sleep 
on. 

Its deep filled ‘high loft’ pockets of top quality white duck feather 
provide gentle, restful support and will keep you cosy through the 
chilliest of nights. Its 100% pure cotton cover is smooth and soft to 
the touch and the elastic retainer straps in each corner help to keep 
the topper firmly in place. 

To add more comfort, purchase a matching feather pillow for just 
£9.99. 


3” depth sizes 


5” depth sizes 


Product 

Code 

Was 

Price 

Product 

Code 

Was 

3” Single 

SOLD OUT 

5” Single 

D6555 

£79.99 

3” Double 

D2308 

£79.99 

£59.99 

5” Double 

D6556 

£99.99 

3” King 

D2309 

£99.99 

£69.99 

5” King 

D6557 

£119.99 

3” S/King 

D5956 

£109.99 

£79.99 

5” S/King 

D6558 

£139.99 

Pillow 

D2303 

£12.99 

£9.99 






Sta'wMip 


100% DUCK FEATHER & 

DOWN COMBINATION DUVETS 



Item 

Code 

Was 

Our Price 1 

Single Duvet 

D2304 

£79.99 

£59.99 

Double Duvet 

D2305 

£99.99 

£79.99 

King Duvet 

D2306 

£119.99 

£89.99 

S/King Duvet 

D5957 

£129.99 

£99.99 

Pillow 

D2303 

£12.99 

£9.99 


A duvet for all 
seasons with a 
100% pure cotton 
cover. 

Filled with 100% 
duck feather 
and down, it is 
the perfect way 
to stay blissfully 
comfortable all year 
round. 

The 4.5 tog duvet 
is ideal for warm 
summer nights 
whilst the 9 tog 
duvet provides extra 
insulation for autumn 
and spring. 

Joined together 
with simple press- 
stud fastenings, 
the combined 13.5 
tog rating of both 
duvets makes for the 
perfect combination 
against the chilliest 
of winter nights. 


From only £59.99 plus P&P 


ULTRABOUNCE PILLOWS 



Putting an end to constantly plumping your pillow, these Ultrabounce pillows are stuffed with a 
spiral-fill fibre filling, so that they literally ‘bounce’ back to their original shape for an incredibly 
comfortable night’s sleep all year round. 

• Non allergenic, and with a soft polycotton cover, these pillows are machine washable. 

• Supplied in a pack of two. 

• 100% spring-like hollow fibre filling. 


• Fully washable. 

• Buy set of two, four or six. 

D7457 Ultrabounce Pillows 


Buy Set of Two for £14.99 
Buy Set of Four for £27.99 
Buy Set of Six for £37.99 


To order call 0871 911 7011* Quote 48148 
Online at EXPRESSANDSTARSHOP.CO.UK 

8am-8pm 7 days a week *Calls cost 10 pence per minute from a standard BT landline. Mobile & other providers’ charges may vary. 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 15th November 2014 and 15th February 2015. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 14 days (shoes and clothing within 30 days). 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Airflo Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. Call centre open: seven days a week 8am-8pm. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (48148), 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) Initial Surname 

PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 

3BE 


Address 


Postcode 


Email 


Tel. (for aueries onlv) 


1 enclose mv cheaue/PO made payable to BVG-AIRFLO LTD for £ 

Or please debit mv card £ 

EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No. 


My card number is: 


i i i i irrmi i i i i rrrn rm a; m/m a? m/m ss rm 

“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

C0DE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 





£ 





£ 





£ 





£ 





£ 





£ 

Postage 

TOTAL 

£3.95 
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zeWHATS ON 


Welsh songbird in 
Symphony double 

ONE of the world’s most 
popular classical-pop 
crossover artists, Welsh 
mezzo-soprano Katherine 
Jenkins, is in concert at 
Birmingham Symphony 
Hall next weekend with 
concerts on March 7 and 8. 

The Neath-born song¬ 
bird is only 34 but last au¬ 
tumn released her tenth 
studio album, Home Sweet 
Home, a mix of operatic 
arias with hymns, show 
tunes and pop songs. 

It’s been a remarkable 
11-year career for the for¬ 
mer choir girl, tour guide 
and model who received an 
OBE in 2014 for her char¬ 
ity work. 

She has sung in front of 
thousands at top interna¬ 
tional rugby and cricket 
matches, at the Cardiff 
City versus Portsmouth 
FA Cup Final, the VE Day 
anniversary concert, and 
for Her Majesty the Queen 
at the 79th Royal Variety 
performance. 

Poppy 

Most memorably she 
helped launch the Royal 
British Legion’s Poppy 
Appeal in 2005 wearing 
a dress made from 2,500 
poppies. 

Her personal achieve¬ 
ments include sharing a 
catwalk with Naomi Camp¬ 
bell, running the London 
Marathon (five hours and 
26 minutes to run 26.2 
miles in memory of her 
father) and coming second 
on Dancing with the Stars, 
the American version of 
Strictly Come Dancing. 

Tickets for her Birming¬ 
ham concerts range in 
price from £29.50 to £135 
plus fees. 


Fairport's Pegg is happy to 
get back to Brummie roots 


Nice and 
sleazy in 
50s Soho 

A MAD World My Mas¬ 
ters, Jacobean playwright 
Thomas Middleton’s satire 
on a society obsessed by sex 
and money, is updated 350 
years to 1950s seedy Soho, 
in a Royal Shakespeare 
Company touring produc¬ 
tion that gets a short run 
at Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre. 

Staged from tonight 
(Thursday) until Saturday, 
this co-production with 
English Touring Theatre, 
was one of the hits of the 
season at Stratford in 2013. 

It is directed by Sean Foley, 
who had West End suc¬ 
cess with The Ladykillers, 
which came to the Grand 
on tour. 

A rude and rumbustious 
farce with live jazz music, 
the adapted ‘city comedy’ 
pokes fun at the haves 
and have-nots as a greedy 
young man aims to get 
his hands on his uncle’s 
fortune — even prepared 
to disguise himself as a 
hooker to do so. Sarah Ridgeway as Truly Kidman in A Mad World My Masters 



By Danny Farragher 
FOR most people having a sore throat which makes talking feel like 
chewing shards of glass would stop an interview in its tracks. 

Thankfully, Dave Pegg - now the lynch pin of the seminal folk rock band 
Fairport Convention, is a talker and, apology out of the way, he immediately 
enthuses about his home town gig on Friday. 

“It’s going to be great coming back to Birmingham Town Hall, it’s my favourite gig ‘coz 
I’m a Brummie and so is Ric Sanders, so for us it’s like going home.” 

Pegg was born and bred in Acocks Green 
and Sanders brought up in the Second City. 

“We were there last year but I couldn’t 
play because I cut a tendon in my finger. 

I’m playing again this year. It’s almost com¬ 
pletely recovered.” 

In two years time Fairport will be 50 and 
by then Pegg will have been with them for 
all but the first two - Simon Nichol is the 
only founding member left. 

The current line up of Pegg, Sanders, 

Nichol, Chris Leslie and Gerry Conway, is 
the longest the band has had at 18 years and 
is in the middle of their winter tour promot¬ 
ing their first new studio album for four 
years, Myths and Heroes. Fairport, from left. Simon Nichol, Gerry Con- 

“I think the album is the best one we have way, Chris Leslie, Dave Pegg and Ric Sanders 

mi S !? th p th u s line - up - ^ How does Pegg explain Fairport surviving 

Myths & Heroes is not quite a new direc- ^- s j on „? 
tion for the band, but it’s certainly a more « We * acked ; , 79 because we thought 

complete view of where the band is at musi- *. _ij tj. • 

cally, in terms of influences and there’s lots * e were 400 °¥: 14 was w k n ? , 
of new stuff on it business started being run by accountants; 

“Chris, our multi-instrumentalist, has il ™ ^ so tke g uak era ’ . . 

written most of the material and we’ve also on was a bad idea, we were in our early 
got songs from our friends Ralph McTell 30s, he laughs loudly. . 
and Anna Ryder, who’s from Warwick.” Then we started getting back together 

“It’s really worked out well, there aren’t because of the Cropredy Festival.” 
any so-called filler tracks on it; we don’t “ We still love treading the boards. We all 
rush to make albums and we will only put still love doing what we do and we hope we 
stuff out when we’ve got what we consider have kept our audience by being OK at it.” 
to be really good songs.” Fairport Convention are at the Town 

Does that explain the four year gap be- Hall, Birmingham Friday February 27. 
tween this and the last studio album? Show starts 7.30pm. Tickets are £24 plus 

“Yes,” says Pegg with a wry laugh. usual booking fee. 



Adam Ant is to 
wear Dirk’s old sox 

BEFORE he became a dan¬ 
dy highwayman, Adam Ant 
was at the forefront of the 
London post-punk music 
scene, as exemplified by his 
debut album Dirk Wears 
White Sox. 

Ant become one of the 
biggest pop stars of the 
1980s but his musical ca¬ 
reer began in 1975 when, 
as Stuart Goddard, his 
art school band Bazooka 
Joe were supported by a 
new group called the Sex 
Pistols. Goddard quit his 
band, renamed himself 
Adam Ant, went down the 
Roxy in London’s Covent 
Garden, where he met his 
future Ants at a Siouxsie 
and the Banshees gig. 

Charming 

This led to the dark im¬ 
agery of the debut in 1979. 
Then Pistols manager Mal¬ 
colm McLaren persuaded 
the Ants to jump ship to 
become Bow Wow Wow and 
Adam reinvented himself 
as Prince Charming. 

Adam Ant will revisit 
that debut album, plus the 
hits, at The Slade Rooms in 
Wolverhampton on April 
16. Tickets cost £26.95. 

It’s a Dara date 
or catch Herring 

IT is a big comedy night in 
Wolverhampton tomorrow 
(Friday) when Dara O’Bri- 
ain plays a sold-out Wol¬ 
verhampton Civic Hall and 
Richard Herring brings his 
Lord of the Dance Settee 
show to the Slade Rooms. 

Hit farce One Man Two 
Guvnors, with ex-East- 
Ender Shaun Williamson, 
opens at the Grand in Wol¬ 
verhampton on March 17. 




s>. Tuesday 3rd March & f 
4, Wednesday 4th March ‘1 


(excludes drinks and pizza meal deals) 


Q .V55ft 


IHt0lj Street, Slarkljratlj 0121 501 5503 

T^nblxt Mhub? lUntntmnmmt T$mu? • fflmwrg & (SrtU 

/t’s Great Down The Rub Hi 


FRIDAY 27TH FEBRUARY 

MEL DAY.SOUL MAN 

SATURDAY 28TH FEBUARY 

CHARLIE WATERFORD.... 

ROCK CHICK 

SUNDAY 1ST MARCH 

STARMAKERS KARAOKE 

MONDAY 2ND MARCH 

SHANES QUIZ & KARAOKE 

TUESDAY 3RD MARCH 

PREDATORS KARAOKE 

WEDNESDAY 4TH MARCH 

KARAOKE WITH OUR GAZ 

THURSDAY 5TH MARCH 

STARMAKERS KARAOKE 

We serve until 1am on Sundays, 

1am Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, 
, Fri, Sat, Sun • Dress Code...Dress To Impress! 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 


faz* Y. THE 


Fish B*r 




Manor Fish Bar has been trading on Manor House 
Road in Wednesbury for around 40 years, serving the 
local community with traditional fish and chips. But since 
around the last 12 years it has become quite famous for 
serving up the Tastiest Battered Chips in Wednesbury. 
Many customers have been known to have travelled up 
from as far as Southampton for this sumptuous treat. 


113 Manor House Road, 
Wednesbury, WS10 9PL 


0121 502 3333 
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SATURDAY’S TV FEBRUARY 28 


27 


CHOICE 



Will.i.am 


The Voice UK 
(BBC1, 7.15pm) 

The blind auditions are 
complete and the coaches 
have chosen 12 acts each. 
Now begins the process of 
whittling them down by half 
for the live shows - and that 
means the return of the battle 
rounds. Emma Willis and 
Marvin Humes host as the 
coaches pair up their acts to 
perform against each other in 
head-to-head musical 
performances. It’s then up to 
Will.i.am, Tom Jones, Rita Ora 
and Ricky Wilson to decide 
who to keep and who to 
eliminate. However, it’s not 
necessarily over for the losers 
as the coaches have a chance 
to ‘steal’ a rejected artist for 
their own team, giving them a 
total of seven acts to take into 
the knockout rounds. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Cooks. (R) 12.00 
BBC News; Weather. 12.10 Football 
Focus. 12.50 Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 2.00 Live Six Nations 
Rugby Union. Scotland v Italy (Kick-off 
2.30pm). 4.30 Live Six Nations Rugby 
Union. France v Wales (Kick-off 
5.00pm). 

6.55 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.15 The Voice UK. The start of the 
battle rounds, in which the acts 
perform in head-to-head sing- 
offs, leaving the coaches to decide 
who to take through to the 
knockouts. 

9.15 Casualty. Dixie convinces former 
drug addict Dave not to give up on 
himself, or his relationship with 
his father and son. Connie finds a 
friend in Alfred, a patient suffering 
from motor neurone disease who 
used to be a surgeon, and 
discovers he is finding life 
unbearable. Zoe and Max continue 
their secret fling, but the porter 
decides he wants everything out in 
the open. Will a declaration of love 
do the trick? 

10.05The National Lottery Live. Gaby 
Roslin presents the Lotto and 
Thunderball draws, joined by pop 
star Ella Henderson, who 
performs her new single Mirror 
Man and pushes the button. 

10.15 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents action from the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Manchester United v 
Sunderland at Old Trafford and 
West Ham United v Crystal Palace 
at Upton Park. United needed 
three points to boost their chances 
of a top-four finish, while the 
Hammers were aiming to do the 
double over the Eagles. Plus, 
highlights of Burnley v Swansea 
City, Newcastle United v Aston 
Villa, Stoke City v Hull City and 
West Bromwich Albion v 
Southampton; National Lottery 
Update. 

11.55The Football League Show. 

Manish Bhasin presents highlights 
and all the goals from the latest 
fixtures in the Championship, 
League One and League Two, 
including Sheffield Wednesday v 
Middlesbrough. 

1.15 Film: Halloween: Resurrection. 
(2002) 2.40 Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 2.45 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.15 Film: School 
for Scoundrels. (1960) 7.50 Film: 
Whisky Galore! (1949) 9.10 Six Nations 
Rewind. 10.10 The Fred Dibnah Story. 
(R) 10.40 The Fred Dibnah Story. (R) 

11.10 The Nature of Britain. (R) 12.00 A 
Taste of Britain. 12.30 Albert Finney: 
Talking Pictures. 1.00 Film: The Victors. 
(1963) Second World War drama, 
starring George Peppard. 3.30 Africa’s 
Fishing Leopards: Natural World. (R) 

4.30 Final Score. 5.30 The Wonder of 
Animals. (R) 

6.00 The Great British Sewing Bee. 

The seven remaining contestants 
are tested on their ability to add 
shape and structure to clothing, 
with their first task involving 
sewing together 12 pieces of 
fabric to make a boned corset. (R) 
7.00 Flog It! Paul Martin and the team 
visit Derby, where items up for 
valuation include a German painting 
with a moving history, a pair of 
Disney figurines and a supposed 
18-carat diamond ring. (R) 

7.45 How We Got to Now with Steven 
Johnson. The science author 
examines the stories of the 
unsung people who made 
technological innovations in the 
sphere of cooling and 
refrigeration. From the heating 
engineer whose discovery of how 
to cool homes led to mass 
migration to previously 
inhospitable desert areas, to a 
man who cut ice from a lake and 
transported it thousands of miles, 
Steven sees how these inventions 
had far-reaching and unexpected 
consequences for creating the 
modern world. 

8.45 Dad’s Army. Godfrey learns his 
cottage is scheduled for 
demolition to make way for a new 
airstrip. (R) 

9.15 Reginald D Hunter’s Songs of the 
South. The comedian explores the 
musical heritage of Alabama and 
Georgia, examining Muscle 
Shoals’ role in the development of 
soul and visiting the home town of 
the B52sand REM. 

10.15The Rise of James Brown: Mr 
Dynamite. 

11.55 Film: Brooklyn’s Finest. (2009) 
Three Brooklyn police officers face 
contrasting personal dilemmas as 
their careers converge at a single 
moment. Crime thriller, starring 
Richard Gere. 

2.00 Film: Beauty & the Briefcase. 

(201 0)3.20 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 

6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 

7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. 8.30 Scrambled!: 

Horrid Henry. 8.50 Scrambled!: Hulk and 
the Agents of Smash. 9.25 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 11.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 12.30 ITV News; Weather. 12.35 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 1.35 Tipping 
Point. (R) 2.35 The Chase. (R) 3.35 Doc 
Martin. (R) 4.35 Big Star’s Little Star. (R) 

5.35 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.45 ITV News; Weather. 

6.00 You’ve Been Framed! Top 100 

Holidays. Comedian Harry Hill 
narrates a countdown of 100 
vacation-themed camcorder 
calamities and viewer-submitted 
mobile-phone clips. (R) 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. The Geordie duo take 
control of TV presenter Richard 
Madeley in I’m a Celebrity Get Out 
of Me Ear!, the Supercomputer is in 
Edinburgh, where locals use 
hidden talents to win flights to New 
York, and one lucky member of the 
studio audience plays to win the 
contents of a commercial break. 
8.25 Take Me Out. Soldier Darian from 
Hartlepool, para-athlete Tony from 
Cardiff, animal-rights campaigner 
Ben from London and hair colour 
technician Aaron from Hastings all 
vie for the attentions of 30 single 
women, intent on capturing their 
interest and securing a date. 
However, first they must get the 
female participants to keep their 
lights on as a sign of approval. 
9.40 The Jonathan Ross Show. The 
host is joined by Hollywood 
actress Sigourney Weaver, Doc 
Martin star Martin Clunes, Arsenal 
legend Thierry Henry, 
controversial artist Tracey Emin 
and rapper Kanye West. 

10.35 ITV News; Weather. 

10.50Boxing: Frampton Live. Carl 
Frampton v Chris Avalos. Mark 
Pougatch is joined by David Haye 
to present coverage of the bout for 
the IBF World Super 
Bantamweight title, from the 
Odyssey Arena in Belfast. 

12.30 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.00 Trans World Sport. 7.00 FIM 
Superbike World Championship. 7.25 
The Grid. 7.55 The Morning Line. 9.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 9.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 10.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 10.30 
Frasier. (R) 11.00 Frasier. (R) 11.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 12.25 Child Genius. 

(R) 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. Live 
coverage from Doncaster and Newbury. 

4.15 Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.45 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 5.15 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.45 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.15 The Simpsons. Homer wins 

$1 million on the lottery, but keeps 
it a secret from his family. (R) 

6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Homes by the Sea. Architectural 
designer Charlie Luxton travels to 
the south Devon coast to 
investigate why it has become the 
most sought-after place in Britain 
to have a seaside property. He 
begins at a clifftop home near 
Brixham, before visiting a 
fisherman’s cottage in Lympstone. 
8.00 The World’s Weirdest Weather. 
New series. A visit to a town in 
South Carolina where it’s raining 
popcorn-like snow-actually little 
balls of ice called graupel that 
appear harmless but could trigger 
avalanches. Storm chaser Geoff 
Mackley films a dangerous 
concoction of volcanic ash, rocks, 
debris and water called lahar, and 
a man in Newfoundland records 
footage of a strange, rolling bank 
of fog that looks like a tsunami. In 
Canberra, there’s a giant tornado 
born not from a thundercloud but 
from a colossal firestorm, while in 
the Peak District, strong winds 
defy gravity - blowing a waterfall 
upwards. Previously seen on 
More4. 

9.00 Film: Cuban Fury. (2014) 

Premiere. A boy’s dream of being 
a champion salsa dancer is 
shattered by bullies. Twenty years 
later, he returns to the dance floor 
as an overweight and under¬ 
confident adult, and tries to get his 
old footwork back in a bid to 
sweep his boss off her feet. 
Comedy, starring Nick Frost, Chris 
O’Dowd and Ian McShane. 

10.55 Film: Runaway Jury. (2003) 
Courtroom thriller, with John 
Cusack and Gene Hackman. 

1.25 The Last Leg. (R) 2.20 Hollyoaks. 
(R) 4.30 The Supervet. (R) 5.25 Deal or 
No Deal. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 SpongeBob 
SquarePants. 10.35 Ice Road Truckers. 
(R) 11.30 Ice Road Truckers. (R) 12.30 
Ice Road Truckers. (R) 1.25 Ice Road 
Truckers. (R) 2.25 Film: Rio Bravo. 

(1959) Western, with John Wayne and 
Dean Martin. 5.10 5 News Weekend. 

5.15 Film: Columbo: By Dawn’s Early 
Light. (1974) Crime drama, starring 
Peter Falk and Patrick McGoohan. 

7.10 NCIS. The driver of a Ferrari is 

gunned down by a motorcyclist 
and the victim is identified as petty 
officer Colin Boxer, who was 
holding down a second job as a 
valet parker and had borrowed the 
sports car. The owner of the 
vehicle turns out to be Vijay 
Chaya, the billionaire head of a 
large corporation, and the team 
suspects a case of mistaken 
identity. (R) 

8.05 NCIS. Part one of two. A navy 
lieutenant dies after a fight, but the 
sole witness has post-traumatic 
stress disorder from his military 
experiences and his testimony 
cannot be relied upon. (R) 

9.00 CSI: Crime Scene Investigation. 

A call leads DB and the team to 
descend on an abandoned 
building, where they find a murder 
scene with no body that appears 
to have already had the full CSI 
treatment. The evidence makes 
Nick and Sara fear the Gig Harbour 
serial killer has resurfaced, even 
though the man found guilty of the 
murders is currently residing on 
death row, while Julie believes that 
Jared’s twin Paul may have 
undertaken a copycat killing in an 
effort to undermine his brother’s 
conviction. 

10.00 Law & Order: Special Victims Unit. 

The detectives call on the help of Dr 
Warner when the death of a baby 
from Aids forces Stabler and 
Benson to crack down on a clinic 
dealing in bogus medicine. (R) 
10.55 Law & Order. A politician is 
embroiled in a triple murder, but 
persuading him to reveal the truth 
is only the first step toward 
unmasking the killer. 

11.50True Crimes: The First 72 Hours. 
The case of Newfoundland man 
Gregory Parsons, who was 
wrongly convicted of murdering 
his mother. (R) 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 10,000 BC. (R) 
4.00 House Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. 
(R) 5.15 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes 7.10 Great TV 
Mistakes 8.10Top Gear9.15 Film: Deja 
Vu (2006) 11.10 Family Guy 1.00 Uncle 

1.30 South Side Story 2.00 An Idiot’s 
Guide to Politics 3.00 Great TV Mistakes 
BBC Four 

7.00 The Secret Life of Elephants 8.00 A 
Very British Murder with Lucy Worsley 
9.00 Hostages 10.25 Charlie Brooker’s 
Weekly Wipe 10.55 Spike Milligan: Love, 
Light and Peace 11.55 Brothers in Arms 

12.55 The Kinks at the BBC 1.55 The 
Secret Life of Elephants 2.55 A Very British 
Murder with Lucy Worsley 3.55 Close 
ITV2 

11.15 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 12.40 Film: Evan Almighty 
(2007) 2.35 The Hot Desk: Kelly Clarkson 

2.50 The Brit Awards 2015 5.10 Film: 
Nanny McPhee (2005) 7.10 Film: 
Jurassic Park (1993) 9.40 Take Me Out - 
The Gossip 10.25 The Keith Lemon 
Sketch Show 10.55 Reality Bites 11.40 
Ibiza Weekender 12.35 Crazy Beaches 

I. 05 Hell’s Kitchen 1.55 Fake Reaction 

2.30 Life’s Funniest Moments 2.55 
Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

II. 40 A Touch of Frost 1.55 Wycliffe 
3.05 Film: Carry On at Your Convenience 
(1971) 4.55 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
7.00 Doc Martin 8.00 Foyle’s War 10.05 
Lewis 12.10 A Touch of Frost 2.10 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

12.45 Film: Dragnet (1987) 2.50 Film: 

Dunkirk (1958) 5.35 Film: Police 
Academy 5: Assignment Miami Beach 
(1988) 7.30 Championship Boxing Live 

10.45 Cricket World Cup Highlights 

11.50 Film: The Island (1980) 2.10 River 
Monsters 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

11.00 Taking New York 12.00 Marry Me 

12.30 New Girl 1.30 Melissa & Joey 2.30 
Baby Daddy 3.30 The Big Bang Theory 

4.30 How I Met Your Mother 5.30 Troy 

6.30 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: 

He’s Just Not That Into You (2009) 11.35 
The Big Bang Theory 12.30 The 
Inbetweeners 1.35 Rude Tube 2.35 Troy 

3.30 2 Broke Girls 3.55 Suburgatory 
4.35 Desperate Housewives 
Film4 

11.00 Gunman’s Walk (1958) 1.00 First 
Daughter (2004) 3.10 A Monster in Paris 
(2011) 4.55 Tea with Mussolini (1999) 

7.15 The Animal (2001) 8.55 Men in 
Black 3 Interview Special 9.00 The Best 
Exotic Marigold Hotel (2011) 11.25 The 
Last Exorcism Part II (2013) 1.10 
Nosferatu the Vampyre (1979) 


USE YOUR LOFT! 1 Halesowen Fireplaces 


a! 


£249 


f&l 


f Over > 

( 10 , 000 , 

Ynstallations A 


Bison 4 

Loft Ladders \ 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in the 
loft* 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 

no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 

\ “comfort” feet to protect 

| carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 


theloftJfstairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 3891281 
or from a mobile 01743 761499 


AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


FIREWOOD FOR SALE 

MIXED WOOD LOGS IN BUIU1ERS BAG 

£60 DELIVERED 



HALF LOADS AVAILABLE 


LAMBSWICK LOGS 

CALL TODAY on 

07505 030643 


Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESS AT I SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated 
aluminium rolling garage door -operated by hand held 
'keyring' handset is currently reduced from a 
RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £699 inc VAT & fitting. 

NOW JUST £699! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTIING 




BRAMWELL WILLIAMS 

SOLICITORS 


adcocks 


Providing legal services in Wills & Estates Commercial 
West Bromwich for over 10O years Reform Property 

Legal services available locally 

Tel: 08454 70 80 81 

Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 


>7 Dudley 

College 7 


/ 


Price includes: 

♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override 
♦All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 
♦White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Full 12 month warranty ♦Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 

CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from this offe r you should call 0 1245 396910 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 


OPEN DAY 

SATURDAY 14 MARCH 
10.00 AM-2.00 PM 

ACCESS ALL AREAS: 

• Course and careers information 

• ‘Have a go’ activities 



Visit www.dudleycol.ac.uk 
or call 01384 363 072 for details 

The Broadway, Dudley, 

West Midlands DYI 4AS. 


hands-on 

thinking 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO problem 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 



WORLD FAMOUS... SETTLE TO CARLISLE BY STEAM - WED 25th MARCH 


“The 

PENDLE DALESMAN 



From: Kidderminster, Stourbridge, Rowley Regis, Tame Bridge, 

Walsall, Cannock, Hednesford, Rugeley, Stafford, Crewe, 

Warrington, Wigan and Preston 

Travel by Vintage Diesel in beautifully restored Mkl 
carriages to Preston. Then we pick up steam, the journey 
begins, via Pendle Hill and Clitheroe, from Hellifield we head 
into North Yorks for a breath-taking journey on to settle 
along the Settle to Carlisle Railway, climbing through Blea 
Moor and across the world renowned Ribblehead Viaduct 
before plunging through a tunnel for the 'Pheasant Run' then 
through Dentdale, Kirkby Stephen and beautiful Appleby, 

bookonline: www.compassrail.co.uk 

TELEPHONE: 08448503136 Mon - Fri 


crossing borders into Cumbria and through the picturesque 
Eden Valley. You will have a couple of hours to explore 
the beautiful town of Carlisle, with its many shops, bars 
and eateries. Alternatively take a stroll round the castle, 
museums, cathedral or the Tullie House Museum. 


•L, 

T 


FARES (RETURN) 

Standard Adult £79 Child £59 
First Class £139 

Premier Dining £199 


C MPASS 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, February 26, 2015 













































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, February 26, 2015 


28 SUNDAY’S TV MARCH 1 


CHOICE 



Sean Lock 


Let’s Play Darts for Comic 
Relief 

(BBC2, 9pm) 

Darts players are typically a no- 
nonsense bunch, so it’s not 
surprising that this new pro-celeb 
series does precisely what it says 
on the tin: famous faces play 
darts, in aid of Comic Relief. 
They’re not thrown in at the deep 
end of the ochewith no training, 
though - they’re helped along 
their way by a mentor from the 
world of professional darts. 
Among those taking part are 
Richard Osman, who is so tall 
he’s at a distinct advantage - 
playing darts for him must be like 
sticking a pin in a notice board at 
arm’s length. Tim Vine, Lee 
Mack, Roisin Conarty, Bob 
Mortimer, Liza Tarbuck, Sean 
Lock and Martin Offiah also 
compete, and best of all they 
must each adopt their own ‘darts 
persona’ including nickname and 
walk-on music. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Sunday 
Politics. 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. With Mark 
Chapman and the Match of the Day 
team. 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 2.00 My Chinese New 
Year. 2.30 Live Six Nations Rugby Union. 
Ireland v England (Kick-off 3.00pm). 
5.00 Songs of Praise. 5.35 BBC News; 
Regional News; Weather. 

6.00 The Big Painting Challenge. The 
nine remaining amateur artists 
face three challenges in portraiture 
on London’s Southbank. For the 
opening task, they are given four 
hours to create pictures of 
themselves from their reflections. 
This is followed by a quick-draw 
where they have 30 minutes to 
attempt an anatomically accurate 
sketch that captures the likeness 
of a stranger. In their last chance 
to impress before the elimination, 
there’s a four-hour sitting with 
EastEnders actor Rudolph Walker 
and Albert Square legend Pam St 
Clement. 

7.00 Countryfile. The team visits 

Pembrokeshire to mark St David's 
Day, with Matt Baker foraging for 
food and Ellie Harrison heading 
out to sea in the hope of catching 
a glimpse of a porpoise; Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Two old 
schoolmates have a less than 
happy reunion at the maternity 
home, while Barbara makes a 
revolutionary suggestion to help 
Mary Cynthia treat the bedsores of 
her patient. 

9.00 The Casual Vacancy. Tensions 
rise in Pagford as the election 
approaches and each side steps 
up its campaign, while news of a 
tragedy leaves the whole 
community reeling. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Liverpool v 
Manchester City and Arsenal v 
Everton. Mark Chapman reviews the 
latest Premier League matches at 
Anfield and the Emirates Stadium. 

11.35 The League Cup Show. Chelsea v 
Tottenham Hotspur. Manish Bhasin 
presents action from the final at 
Wembley Stadium, as the London 
rivals contested the first major 
domestic silverware of 2015. 

12.15 The Apprentice USA. 1.40 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.45 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.15 Great British 
Garden Revival. (R) 7.15 Glorious 
Gardens from Above. (R) 8.00 
Countryfile. (R) 9.00 The Football 
League Show. (R) 10.20 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.50 The Great 
Comic Relief Bake Off. (R) 12.50 A Taste 
of Britain. (R) 1.20 A Taste of Britain. (R) 

1.50 Some Mothers Do ’Ave ’Em. (R) 

2.15 Three Up, Two Down. (R) 2.45 Hi- 
de-Hi! (R) 3.15 Flog It! (R) 4.00 Speed 
Dreams: The Fastest Place on Earth. (R) 
5.00 Film: The Tuxedo. (2002) Comedy 
adventure, starring Jackie Chan. 

6.30 Pompidou. New series. Comedy 
about a penniless aristocrat who 
lives with his butler and their dog 
in a caravan parked in front of his 
now crumbling estate. With Matt 
Lucas and Alex MacQueen. 

7.00 The Fifteen Billion Pound 
Railway. Engineer Linda Miller 
battles to rebuild a Victorian 
tunnel under the Royal Docks in 
the East End as part of the 
Crossrail train line linking east and 
west London. Meanwhile, the 
Berminghams attempt to follow in 
the footsteps of 19th-century 
father-and-son team Marc and 
Isambard Kingdom Brunei as they 
construct a new tunnel beneath 
the Thames. (R) 

8.00 Top Gear. Jeremy Clarkson and 
James May set off on an epic 
adventure to rescue Richard 
Hammond from a remote area of 
Canada. Gillian Anderson is the 
Star in the Reasonably Priced Car. 
9.00 Let’s Play Darts for Comic Relief. 
New series. Gabby Logan hosts a 
contest in which big names from 
the world of darts join forces with 
celebrities in a knockout 
tournament held at the Lakeside, 
Frimley Green. 

9.50 Film: Cosmopolis. (2012) 
Premiere. A billionaire driven 
across Manhattan in a limousine 
discovers that an unexpected 
development in the stock market 
is poised to destroy his financial 
empire. As his fortune crumbles 
before his eyes, the real world 
starts to infringe on his sheltered 
existence through a series of 
strange encounters. David 
Cronenberg’s drama, starring 
Robert Pattinson. 

11.30 Film: Genghis Khan. (1965) 
Historical adventure, starring 
Omar Sharif and James Mason. 

1.30 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 2.30 
Holby City. (R) 3.30 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 
6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 

Ultimate Spider-Man. 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Horrid Henry. 8.50 Scrambled!: 
Deadtime Stories. (R) 9.25 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 11.30 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 12.35 ITV News; Weather. 12.45 Neil 
Diamond: One Night Only. (R) 1.55 
Catchphrase. (R) 2.40 Tipping Point. (R) 
3.40 Film: A View to a Kill. (1985) 
Adventure, starring Roger Moore. 

6.05 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 
Emmerdale actor Dominic Brunt 
(Paddy Kirk), dancer and 
choreographer Wayne Sleep, 

Royle Family star Ricky Tomlinson 
and Good Morning Britain’s 
Charlotte Hawkins compete to win 
thousands of pounds for charity 
by taking on a trivia expert in a test 
of their general knowledge. 

7.30 Off Their Rockers. New series. 
Hidden-camera comedy. Seb tries 
his hand at selling cheap suits, 
Sonia asks for help with a tricky 
crossword clue, and Mo wreaks 
havoc on his mobility scooter. 

8.00 All Star Family Fortunes. 

Celebrity Big Brother winner Katie 
Price and actor Charlie Lawson, 
best known as Coronation Street’s 
Jim McDonald, play to win money 
for charity with the help of their 
families. 

9.00 Mr Selfridge. Harry struggles to 
keep Violette in check, Gordon 
unwittingly commissions a racy 
window display, Victor brokers a 
shady deal and George helps Kitty 
confront her attackers. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Cricket World Cup Highlights. 
England v Sri Lanka. Georgie 
Bingham presents action from the 
Pool A match at the Westpac 
Stadium in Wellington. 

11.15 Premiership Rugby Union. 
Highlights of the latest top-flight 
fixtures, including Northampton 
Saints v Harlequins, Wasps v 
Gloucester and Leicester Tigers v 
Sale Sharks. 

12.15 The Store. 2.30 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.15 ITV Nightscreen. 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 How I Met Your Mother. 6.45 How I 
Met Your Mother. 7.10 How I Met Your 
Mother. 7.35 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Amazing Spaces 
Shed of the Year. (R) 1.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 2.00 The Big Bang Theory. 

(R) 2.30 Film: The Wizard of Oz. (1939) 
Musical fantasy, with Judy Garland. 4.30 
Location, Location, Location. (R) 5.35 
Channel 4 News. 

6.05 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. 

Laura Hamilton helps a mother 
and son find a holiday home for 
the whole family in the Murcia 
region on Spain’s Mediterranean 
coast, with a cash budget of 
£70,000. 

7.00 Four Rooms. Gordon Watson, 
Celia Sawyer, Alex Proud and 
David Sonnenthal are in hot 
pursuit of a treasure gifted by 
Agatha Christie, an Elvis Presley 
photo album, a biblical ancient 
relic, a bronze skeleton and an 
artwork made in space, as they 
meet members of the public 
putting their prized possessions 
up for sale. Anita Rani presents. 
8.00 The Auction House. Boss Roger 
tells art valuer Nick to raise his 
game and sell at least half his 
pictures or face the consequences 
- which include doing yoga with 
the boss. While Nick searches out 
new talent, such as an incognito 
street artist and a cat-loving 
former glamour model, Chelsea’s 
upmarket clientele are on the hunt 
for the latest trends - and this 
week, it’s animal skulls. 

9.00 Indian Summers. As the Sipi Fair 
gets under way, the Indian 
community is allowed onto the 
grounds of the British Club. Ralph 
conspires to get Aafrin onside by 
granting him a sought-after 
promotion. 

10.00 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts the comedy 
panel show’s version of the famous 
quiz, with team captains Sean Lock 
and Jon Richardson joined by 
guests Andrew Flintoff and Rhod 
Gilbert. (R) 

11.05 Film: Twilight. (2008) Fantasy 
love story, with Kristen Stewart 
and Robert Pattinson. 

1.25 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 2.15 The Million Pound Drop. (R) 
3.10 Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.25 
Kirstie’s Vintage Gems. (R) 5.30 Face the 
Clock. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.35 Pip Ahoy! (R) 6.45 
The Mr Men Show. (R) 7.00 Chloe’s 
Closet. (R) 7.15 Oily the Little White Van. 
7.20 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.35 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 7.45 Little Princess. (R) 8.00 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 8.10 Toby’s 
Travelling Circus. (R) 8.20 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 8.35 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 8.50 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.05 
LazyTown. (R) 9.35 Dora and Friends. 
10.00 SpongeBob SquarePants. 10.35 
Chinese Food in Minutes. (R) 10.50 The 
Dog Rescuers. (R) 11.20 The Hotel 
Inspector. (R) 12.15 The Hotel Inspector. 
(R) 1.15 Film: Thunderbirds. (2004) 
Sci-fi adventure, starring Bill Paxton. 
3.00 Film: Arthur and the Invisibles. 
(2006) Part-animated fantasy adventure, 
starring Freddie Highmore. 4.45 Film: 
Three Men and a Little Lady. (1990) 
Comedy sequel, starring Tom Selleck. 
6.45 5 News Weekend. 

6.50 Film: Ghost Rider. (2007) 
Motorcycle stuntman Johnny 
Blaze sells his soul to diabolical 
Mephistopheles to save the life of 
his father. His bargain dooms him 
to pass each night as Ghost Rider, 
a demonic skeletal biker bound to 
take evil souls to Hell. However, 
conflict between Mephistopheles 
and his son offers Johnny the 
chance to win back his humanity. 
Fantasy thriller based on the 
comic-book, starring Nicolas 
Cage, Eva Mendes and Wes 
Bentley. Edited for daytime 
broadcast. 

9.00 Film: Total Recall. (2012) 

Premiere. A man living in a bleak 
future years after a nuclear war 
has fake memories of being a 
secret agent implanted into his 
brain. However, the procedure 
uncovers the fact that he really is a 
spy with his memory erased, and 
he is forced to become a fugitive 
from the totalitarian government. 
Sci-fi thriller remake, with Colin 
Farrell, Kate Beckinsale and 
Jessica Biel. 

11.15 Film: Twelve Monkeys. (1995) A 
mangoes back in time to 
investigate a disaster, but begins 
to think he is mad and has only 
imagined his life in the future. Sci- 
fi thriller, starring Bruce Willis and 
Brad Pitt. 

1.50 SuperCasino. 3.10 10,000 BC. (R) 
4.00 House Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. 
(R) 5.15 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.00 The Voice UK 
10.00 1 Survived a Zombie Apocalypse 
11.00 Family Guy 11.45 Uncle 12.15 
American Dad! 12.351 Survived a Zombie 
Apocalypse 1.35 Bangkok Airport 2.30 
South Side Story 3.00 Bangkok Airport 
4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 The Great War 7.40 Britain’s Wild 
Places 8.00 Mark Lawson Talks to 
Alexander McCall Smith 9.00 Arts Question 
Time with Kirsty Wark 10.00 Storyville: The 
Great European Disaster Movie 11.20 The 
Great European Disaster Movie: Newsnight 
Debate 11.50 Animals Through the Night: 
Sleepover at the Zoo 1.20 Sounds of the 
Eighties 1.50 Synth Britannia at the BBC 
2.50 Guitar Heroes at the BBC 3.50 Close 
ITV2 

12.10 Take Me Out 1.25 Take Me Out -The 
Gossip 2.05 You’ve Been Framed! 2.35 
Scorpion 3.30 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 4.55 Film: The Princess Diaries 
2: Royal Engagement (2004) 7.10 Film: 
Jurassic Park III (2001) 9.00 Ibiza 
Weekender 10.00 The Keith Lemon Sketch 
Show 10.30 Film: American Pie Presents 
Band Camp (2005) 12.20 Film: The 
Butterfly Effect (2004) 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

11.35 Rosemary & Thyme 12.35 A Touch 
of Frost 2.45 Agatha Christie’s Marple 4.50 
Inspector Morse 7.00 Lewis 9.00 Sunday 
Night at the Palladium 10.00 Birds of a 
Feather 10.35 City Lights 11.35 Lewis 1.30 
Countrywise 2.20 Judge Judy 3.05 ITV3 
Nightscreen 3.40 Emmerdale 
ITV4 

11.20 Pawn Stars 2.05 Storage Wars 3.00 
Film: Dragnet (1987) 5.10 Film: Police 
Academy 5: Assignment Miami Beach 
(1988) 7.00 The Big Fish Off 8.00 
Premiership Rugby Union 9.00 Film: Pale 
Rider (1985) 11.25 Film: Buried (2010) 

1.20 River Monsters: Untold Stories 2.20 
Hogan’s Heroes 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 
3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.30 Revenge 1.30 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 2.30 The 100 3.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 7.00 Film: Transformers (2007) 

10.00 The Inbetweeners 11.05 Rude Tube 
12.10 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 12.40 How I Met 
Your Mother 1.40 Rules of Engagement 

2.30 Taking New York 3.25 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 The MarkofZorro (1940) 1.00 
Home Alone 3 (1997) 3.00 Rio (2011) 4.50 
Turner & Hooch (1989) 6.55 Terminal 
Velocity (1994) 9.00 Shallow Hal (2001) 

11.15 Kill List (2011) 1.05 The Enigma of 
Kaspar Hauser (1974) 3.25 Close 


TEA DANCES 

AT WOOD LANE COMMUNITY 
CENTRE WEST BROMWICH 

We are going to hold fortnightly Tea dances led by the 
very talented dance enthusiast, instructor and former 
‘BBC Come Dancing’ semi finalist, Margret Powell 
and her dance partner Mervyn. 

To celebrate this new programme we are holding a 
special launch event on Wednesday 4th March with 
sequence dancing from 1pm to 3.15pm with a break for 
refreshments and followed by a Full Black Country buffet. 

Everyone of any level of ability is 
welcome to join us to, dance, learn, 
socialise, eat and have fun! 
TICKETS FOR THIS SPECIAL EVENT 
ARE PRICED AT £3 PER HEAD. 

To obtain your tickets please call John Paddock 
on 0121 525 2772 or info@ggce.co.uk or by 
calling in to the Wood Lane Community Centre, 
157 Wood Lane, West Bromwich, B70 9PT 
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Bathrooms & Bedi 

kitchens 

rooms LTD 



( Friendly advise 
from a family run 
m business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WSIO 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 A 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com / 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm /safe 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 


SCRUFFY PUPZ 

Dog Grooming Parlour and Pet Supplies 


Open Tues-Sat 9.00am-5.00pm 

129 High Street, Princes End, 
Tipton DY4 9JE ^ ^ 
0121 522 3332 V 
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07964 220937 
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OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 




Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 345400 


Are you looking to 

promote ' 

your company in the 

Sandwell 

area and 

need 

advice? 

Contact Lisa or Rachel 

at the Sandwell 
Chronicle 

and they will give 
solutions to suit 
your needs 

01902319536 


DIRECT FROM THE WEST END 


★★★★★ ★★★★★ 

TIM WALKER - SUNDAY TELEGRAPH LIBBY PURVES - RADIO 4 & THEATRECAT.COM 

Jason Thorpe Robert Webb 

Jeeves & wooSTER 


. jwfett VoAKiwr 



Are you a member 
of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a good 
news story? 

Do you need to 
promote an event 
for a charity or a 
local good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle 
needs local news stories 
for your local paper for 
you the local reader. 

Please call the 
chronicle team on 
01902 319 588 
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new mum sunk into depression, until a stranger 
offered to drive her to the hospital every day. 
Pauline would now like to say thank you for an act 
of kindness that had a big impact on her life. Last 
in the series. 

Horizon: Secrets of the Solar System 
BBC2, 9pm 

Planets are now being discovered outside the 
Earth’s solar system on a regular basis, and these 
strange new worlds are forcing scientists to 
rewrite the history of how the Sun and the 
planets, satellites, dwarf planets, asteroids and 
comets that orbit it came into being. This 
programme reveals that far from a simple story of 
stable objects orbiting a star, the development of 
the Solar System was a potent combi r 
hellfire, chaos and planetary pinball th; 
makes it somewhat of a miracle that 
Earth was created at all. 

WEDNESDAY 
Big Star’s Little Star 
I TV, 8pm 

Don’t ever work with children or 
animals - that’s the golden rule in 
telly, they say. But the leading lights 
behind this superb series 
understand that actually, it’s the 


little ones who make the best television - because 
of their unpredictability. For the producers behind 
this game show, the youth are comedy gold, as 
Stephen Mulhern grills them about their celebrity 
parents and hopes they will spill their deepest 
secrets. As the series kicks off, Ronan Keating 
plays alongside his nine-year-old daughter AN, 

while Sheree Murphy and her six-year-old 
daughter Matilda, and Carl Froch and his 
four-year-old son Rocco also join in the 
fun. But which of the celebs will be the 
most fidgety with nerves? 

The Great Comic Relief Bake Off 
BBC1,8pm 

Ed Byrne hosts the final edition, joined 
by four more well-known faces 
hoping to inspire people to 
get baking for Comic 
Relief. Comedian and 
actress Victoria Wood, 
former Radio 1 DJ Chris 
Moyles, model and TV 
presenter Alexa Chung 
and Asylum star 
Kayvan Novak are 
the hopefuls, who 
be tackling a 
traybake. 


Big Star’s Little Star, Wednesday, ITV, 8pm 


FILM CHOICES 


PICK OF THE WEEK 


FRIDAY 

Gladiator, ITV, 10.40pm 

Roman general Maximus Decimus Meridius is a 
casualty of a power struggle between the corrupt 
Emperor Commodus and the senate. Ordered to be put 
to death along with his family, he escapes his would-be 
killers but is sold into slavery as a gladiator - but uses 
his fame in the arena to fight against the tyrant. Oscar- 
winning period epic, with Russell Crowe. (2000) 

Papillon, BBC2,11.35pm 

Fact-based drama about a Frenchman wrongly 
imprisoned for life for a crime he did not commit, who 
made an extraordinarily courageous bid to escape from 
the notorious Devil’s Island. Starring Steve McQueen, 
Dustin Hoffman and George Coulouris. (1973) 

Dog Soldiers, Channel 4,12.25am 

A run-of-the-mill training exercise turns into a bloodbath 
for soldiers on weekend manoeuvres in the Highlands. 
After rescuing the lone survivor of a massacred special 
forces unit, they are set upon by a pack of werewolves. 
British horror, starring Kevin McKidd, Sean Pertwee, 
Emma Cleasby and Liam Cunningham. (2002) 


MONDAY 

The Daisy Chain, BBC1,12.35am 

A couple move to a remote village to recover from the 
death of their baby. They agree to take in an autistic girl 
whose parents have died, despite warnings from the 
locals that she is an evil spirit. Horror, starring 
Samantha Morton and Steven Mackintosh. (2008) 

TUESDAY 

Cemetery Junction, BBC1,11.45pm 

A young man in 1970s Reading starts to question what 
he wants out of life, but finds his friends happy with 
their lot. He starts a new job selling insurance door to 
door, only to run into an old girlfriend. Ricky Gervais 
and Stephen Merchant’s comedy drama, starring 
Christian Cooke, Tom Hughes and Jack Doolan. (2010) 

WEDNESDAY 

Three Fugitives, BBC1,12.15am 

A bank robber resolves to go straight after his release 
from prison. However, on his first day of freedom, he 
ends up as an innocent bystander during a heist. When 
the cops assume he is the brains of the operation, he is 
forced to go on the run. Comedy, with Nick Nolte, Martin 
Short and James Earl Jones. (1989) 


MONDAY 
Arthur & George 
ITV, 9pm 

Think of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, and the name 
Sherlock Holmes will no doubt spring to mind. 
Conan Doyle created the great detective, but led 
an exciting and intriguing life in his own right - and 
this three-part drama, based on a Julian Barnes 
novel, focuses on one aspect of it. It’s 1903 and, 
while mourning the death of his wife Louisa, Arthur 
finds something to distract him - the case of vicar’s 
son George Edalji, a solicitor imprisoned for 
allegedly mutilating animals and sending a series 
of threatening letters. Conan Doyle joins forces with 
his trusted manservant to clear George’s name. 
Martin Clunes stars as the author, while Arsher AN 
plays the unfortunate man he is trying to help. 

TUESDAY 
The Gift 
BBC1,9pm 

Peter Miles served six years in prison for his part in 
a series of armed robberies across Bristol. He 
turns to Mel Giedroyc to help him find a way of 
making amends with those he affected. Twenty-six 
years ago, Pauline Stepney’s daughter was born 14 
weeks prematurely, and doctors had to fight to 
keep the baby alive while she was stuck 50 miles 
away at home. Unable to make regular visits, the 


THURSDAY 
Banished 
BBC2, 9pm 

Wolf Hall may have finished last week, but BBC 
Two is hitting us with another prestige period drama 
that’s about more than just corsets and romance. If 
the involvement of writer Jimmy McGovern, aka the 
man who gave us Cracker and The Street, doesn’t 
convince you that Banished is going to be gritty, 
then the premise should. It’s set in 1788, in the 
camp occupied by the first British convicts 
transported to Australia, and in the opening 
episode, Elizabeth Quinn (MyAnna Buring) is in 
trouble for being caught of her dormitory, while 
James Freeman (Russell Tovey) discovers his 
already meagre food ration has been stolen. 

FRIDAY 

The Musketeers 
BBC1,9pm 

Porthos demands answers from his new-found 
family after uncovering the truth about his parentage. 
As he learns more secrets about his past, he begins 
to question his allegiance to the Musketeers - who 
in turn harbour suspicions of their own as they 
process the revelations in their friend’s life. Can 
dArtagnan and his comrades save Porthos from the 
dangerous route he seems to be headed down, and 
can they even be certain of where his loyalties lie? 


You can always bank 
on Stephen to deliver n 


BEST OF THE BEST 


C rime dramas. They’re ten a 
penny these days, but viewers 
still can’t get enough of them 
Broadchurch has only just ended 
and Midsomer Murders rarely seems 
to be off our screens, but that hasn’t 
stopped ITV bringing back DCI Banks 
for its fourth series. 

Not that we’re complaining. The lead 
character has been vividly brought to 
life over the past few years by 
Stephen Tompkinson, who may not 
have been everyone’s first choice for 
the role. 

Banks was already well established 
in a series of books by Peter 
Robinson - but he’s made it his own. 

“I think the audience admire Banks’ 
integrity and work ethic,” says 
Tompkinson. “He’s a no-nonsense 
policeman and doesn’t have any 
particular quirks. 

“Banks is married to his job as a 
detective chief inspector. He’s the type 
of policeman you’d want on your case 
as he’s a true professional and always 
gives 100 per cent. 

“I think people want a policeman 
who isn’t fanciful in any way if they are 


working to seek justice. People want 
them to do their job to the best of their 
ability, and Banks is the sort of man 
you can rely on to do just that.” 

The first case of the new run 
involves the murder of an Estonian 
woman who was buried alive on a 
piece of waste ground. 

She had come to Britain to search 
for her missing sister who was 
working as a prostitute, and suspicion 
falls on the autistic son of her driver. 

But while Banks is dealing with this 
difficult investigation he must also deal 
with personal issues. 

One involves his on/off lover Annie’s 
decision to renew her relationship with 
an old flame, and the other the death 
of his mother, which forces him to 
spend time with Arthur, his estranged 
father. 

“Banks’ mother’s death comes 
completely out of the blue for him and 
his father,” explains Tompkinson. 

“Banks’ brother was also killed in the 
second series so now it’s only him 
and his father left. 

Their relationship isn’t the easiest. 
They have to deal with the shock of 


losing her whilst trying to look after 
each other. 

‘They have to get to know each 
other again and it’s quite an emotional 
journey. Banks finds it difficult when 
Arthur points out his personality 
defects. At this time in his life he has 
to think about what he’s going to do, 
and who he’s going to end up with.” 

Does that mean there is no chance 
of Banks and Annie ever getting back 
together? Fans would certainly be 
unhappy at the thought of them 
staying just good friends forever. 

‘Annie told Banks she couldn’t hang 
around forever as she has to think of 
her daughter Isla,” smiles Tompkinson. 
“In this series Annie has moved on 
and renewed her relationship with 
David, who is Isla’s father. There’s not 
really anything Banks can do about 
it... 

“But watching Annie walk away from 
him is hard - and whether he acts on 
that, we’ll have to wait and see!” 

Andrea Lowe, Caroline Catz, Jack 
Deam, Danny Rahim, Keith Barron, 
Polly Hemingway, Edward MacLiam, 
Badria Timimi and Steve Toussaint 
also star. 


Stephen Tompkinson stars in DCI Banks, Wednesday, ITV, 9pm 


Open Day 


Saturday 14th March 
10.00 am - 2.00 pm 

Visit www.dudleysixth.co.uk 
or call 0800 783 6095 




Did you know you may be entitled to compensation? 


THIS TYPE OF CLAIM IS USUALLY AGAINST A MEMBER OF THE MEDICAL 
PROFESSION SUCH AS A DOCTOR, GP, CONSULTANT, NURSE, MIDWIFE, 
PHARMACIST, CARE WORKER, OPTICIAN OR DENTIST. 


Your accident or injury may have happened whilst you were a patient in any 
of the following:- 

> NHS Hospital 

> GP Surgery 

> Dental Surgery 

> Private Hospital 

> Cosmetic Surgery 

> Opticians 

> In an Ambulance 

> In a Clinic 

> Care Home 

> Residential Home 

> Maternity Unit 


> GET THE MAXIMUM COMPENSATION 
YOU ARE ENTITLED TO 

’ > CLAIM TODAY FOR FREE ON 

A “NO WIN NO FEE” BASIS 

Call: 0800 567 72 72 




Have You Worked In 
Any Noisy Environment 
After 1963? 

If so, this may have affected your 
hearing and you could be entitled 

to £1000’s in COMPENSATION! 


It does not matter if the company you worked for no 
longer exists, you could still make a claim. 

✓ Specialist In Industrial Deafness Claims 

* Quick and Simple Process 
^ No Charge 

* Maximum Compensation 
You are particularly at risk if you have J 
worked in any of these industries: 

•Steelworks • Foundry • Engineering -Chemical Plants - Sheet Metal 
•Copper - Production - Fabrication - Paper -Manufacturing -Mills 

• Heavy Plants • Factories • Power Stations • Shipyards • Construction 

• Railway • National Coal Board (Neb) • Food • Rubber • Pipe Layers 
•Ground Works... and many other noisy jobs. 

We are inviting you to attend our clinic for a 

FREE INDUSTRIAL HEARING TEST 

which is taking place on: 



Date: Saturday 28th February 2015 
Venue: Village Hotel, Castlegate Park, 
Birmingham Road, Dudley, DY1 4TB 
Time: 9am until 4pm 


To Book an appointment call now on: 

Freephone: 0800 65 25 786 

Axium Marketing Ltd, Office 420, Glenfield Business Park, 
Philips Road, Blackburn, BB1 5PF 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, February 26, 2015 
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BRAIN GYM No.314 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Acted as a would- 
be officer (5) 

4. A faultless rider 
could still put his 
foot in it (7) 

8. New ones may be 
expensive if stout, 
perhaps (7) 

9. A wedge shot that 
doesn’t go straight 
(5) 

10. Posh sort of busi¬ 
ness (4) 

11. They fight, though 
they’re not boxers 
( 8 ) 

13. Written authority for 
many to strike (4) 

14. It makes fast speed 
at sea (4) 

16. An aptitude to write 
and sing (8) 

17. Boast about dress 
(4) 

20. A gesture one 
doesn’t care to 
make (5) 

21. Notedly brisk (7) 

22. The peace subse¬ 
quently includes the 
French (7) 

23. It’s erect, whichever 
way you look at it 
(3,2) 


Down 

1. Angry over inten¬ 
tions that may lead 
to misunderstanding 
(5,8) 

2. Do fully (5) 

3. Tidy haircut (4) 

4. A better method? 

( 6 ) 

5. Taking cover (8) 

6. Time ran out for 
such clothing (7) 

7. Set out to influence 
the powers that be 
(8,5) 

12. Superior neighbour 
in the U.S. (8) 

13. Manage a medium 
agency(7) 

15. The occupant is at 
home with his wife 
( 6 ) 

18. Not left any entitle¬ 
ment (5) 

19. Thunderous ap¬ 
plause? (4) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Fat(5) 

4. Advantage (7) 

8. Petty (7) 

9. Lucid (5) 

10. Destiny (4) 

11. Half a minim (8) 

13. Profound (4) 

14. Extremely (4) 

16. Marred (8) 

17. Notion (4) 

20. Ingenuous (5) 

21. Shorten (7) 

22. Voter (7) 

23. Mirror (5) 


Down 

1. Exasperated (3,2,8) 

2. Live (5) 

3. Wicked (4) 

4. Campanile (6) 

5. Fine points (8) 

6. Newly (7) 

7. Reverse fortunes (4,3,6) 

12. Dregs (8) 

13. Rob (7) 

15. Swordsman (6) 

18. Play (5) 

19. Conceited person (4) 
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Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 3 Intercept; 8 Cock; 9 Put 
across; 10 Peahen; 11 Donor; 14 Giber; 15 
Nuts; 16 Limbo; 18 Ahoy; 20 Chair; 21 Keeps; 

24 Matron; 25 Halloween; 26 Esau; 27 Ill-wisher. 
Down: 1 Scapegoat; 2 Scrapbook; 4 Noun; 5 
Erato; 6 Carbon; 7 Pisa; 9 Pearl; 11 Dumas; 12 
Run across; 13 Astronaut; 17 Ocean; 19 Yellow; 
22 Pawns; 23 Call; 24 Mete. QUICK - Across: 3 
Physician; 8 Omen; 9 Unmindful; 10 Spring; 11 
Sheen; 14 Admit; 15 Lure; 16 Erase; 18 Long; 

20 Error; 21 Drive; 24 Dismal; 25 Burlesque; 

26 Onus; 27 Infertile. Down: 1 Constable; 2 
Reprimand; 4 Hang; 5 Smith; 6 Cudgel; 7 Abut; 9 
Unite; 11 Shape; 12 Nutriment; 13 Heartless; 17 
Eerie; 19 Grille; 22 Visit; 23 Turn; 24 Dull. 


Quiz 


1. Who preceded Ronald Reagan as 
president of the USA? 

2. Which British football team was the first to 
win a European trophy? 

3. What was Wagner’s last opera? 

4. In which card game does a player get one 
for his nob? 

5. Which former Tory cabinet minister and 
General Synod member joined the Roman 
Catholic church in the 1990s? 


Which literary critic wrote The Great 
Tradition? 

In which discipline did Nicky Gooch win a 
Winter Olympic bronze medal in 1994? 
How is deoxyribonucleic acid better 
known? 

In what type of dance are zapateados 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Bauhaus; 2 Leander; 3 Pitchblende; 
4 George Eliot; 5 Jamaica; 6 Sir Stanley 
Spencer; 7 Spider plant; 8 Copper; 9 United 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

43287 gives a wading bird, 

623978 gives a small animal, 

1289573 gives a wild animal. 


performed? 

Arab Emirates; 10 Tom Hanks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10. By what name is the constellation Crux 











also known? 

Niner: BACHELORS 











FREE Mother’s Day 

MESSAGE 


SATURDAY, MARCH 14 


9 eiappy 

Mother’s Da 



i 



Place a free message in the Express & Star. Book online at: 
ivww.expressandstar.com/bookanad using discount code MD100 


Write your FREE linage message here. One word per box 

Mother’s Surname.First Name. 



LONDON THEATRE 

Choose your show, price band*and how you want to travel 



Senders Name.Senders Number.. 



Send to: Mother’s Day Greetings, Classifieds, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES or call 
into your local Express & Star office. Deadline for messages is 11am, Friday, March 13,2015. 


Express & Star 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London. For the Theatre Weekend 
with Dinner option see the matinee performance before heading to the hotel for an evening 
meal, or for the Saturday Night option see the evening performance. For both breaks the price 
includes a theatre ticket plus overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel with full English 
breakfast. Pick-ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £159. 95 

Choose a London hotel and see a Saturday evening performance. Rail travel is standard class 
with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New 
Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early 
evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £229. 95 

Departing from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the 
Friday morning returning Sunday afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included 
with the option to upgrade, plus two nights stay at a London hotel of your choice (hotel 
supplements may apply). Includes a top priced ticket for the Friday evening performance . 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single rooms subject to availability - supplements apply 
Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X). 


For a theatre brochure call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm), or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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Executive-style home 
has a tag of £269,950 



AN attractive four-bedroomed exec¬ 
utive-style detached house in Par¬ 
adise Grove, Pelsall, Walsall is for 
sale through Skitts Estate Agents at 
£269,950. 

It has an entrance hall, lounge with dou¬ 
ble doors to a dining room, kitchen with in¬ 
tegrated dishwasher and microwave. 

There is a porch, conservatory, utility, 
master bedroom with wardrobes, three 
further bedrooms, bathroom with a white 
suite including a Jacuzzi-type bath with a 
shower over, tiling and a heated towel rail 
and an en suite shower room. 

There is a pleasant rear garden with a decked 
patio area and a garage. 

For further information contact Skitts Estate 
Agents on 01922 478104 or visit www.skitts.net 




£75k apartment is 
in converted school 

A GROUND floor apartment in a converted 
school in Cecil Street, Walsall has two dou¬ 
ble bedrooms and a contemporary kitchen 
and shower room. 

Well presented and with allocated park¬ 
ing, it is for sale through Paul Dubberley 
at £75,000. 

With electric heating and majority double 
glazing it also has an entrance hall, a good 
size lounge, a kitchen with modern light 
wood effect units and grey coloured draw¬ 
ers, spashback tiling and tiled flooring and 
a dishwasher, a fridge, freezer, extractor 
hood over oven/hob appliances and a mod¬ 
ern shower room. 

Contact 01922 241100 or visit the website 
at www.pauldubberley.co.uk 



Bearwood 
0121 420 1010 

www.libertyestates.org.uk 


Barclay Road, WARLEY WOODS, 



A rare opportunity to purchase an end terraced 
property overlooking the popular Warley Woods 
comprising, vestibule, entrance hallway, two reception 
rooms, kitchen, shower room, three bedrooms, family 
bathroom, driveway. 


Offers Around £209,950 



I • EXTENDED REFURBISHED SEMI* Entrance 
I hallway, 2 reception rooms, refitted extended kitchen, 
I cloakroom, 3 bedrooms, refitted family bathroom, 

ID/G and C/H, front & rear gardens, driveway. 


Offers Around £184,950 


Rathbone Road, SMETHWICK, 



Spacious well presented mid terrace freehold property 
boasting period features, comprising; two reception 
rooms, modern kitchen, four piece refitted bathroom 
suite, two double bedrooms, fore & rear gardens, 
double glazed & gas central heating 


Offers Around £149,950 


Galton Road, BEARWOOD, 


Mid terraced property comprising, vestibule, entrance 
hallway, through lounge, fitted kitchen, three 
bedrooms, upstairs bathroom, double glazed and 
centrally heated (both where specified,) front and 
gardens 


Offers Around £167,500 


Weston Road, BEARWOOD, 



mid terraced property comprising, hallway, 

/o reception rooms, fitted kitchen, utility area, 
cloakroom, two double bedrooms, refitted bathroom, 
room, D/G and C/H where specified, front and 
gardens 


Offers Around £145,000 


The Horseshoe, OLDBURY, 



well maintained Terrace property comprising, 
hallway, reception room, kitchen/diner, conservatory, 
two double bedrooms, family bathroom, DG and CH 
heated, front and rear gardens. RENTAL INCOME 
£525 PCM 


Offers Around £104,950 




DUE TO RECENT 
HIGH SALES WE ARE 
CURRENTLY LOOKING 
FOR NEW PROPERTIES!! 

IF YOU ARE THINKING OF SELLING OR 
STUCK ON THE MARKET WITH YOUR 
CURRENT AGENTS PLEASE CALL AS 
WE HAVE BUYERS WAITING IN THE 
FOLLOWING AREAS: 

• BEARWOOD 

• SMETHWICK 

• WINSON GREEN 

• HOCKLEY 

• LADYWOOD 

CALL NOW FOR YOUR 
FREE VALUATION AND OUR 
COMPETITIVE FEES! 


Cape Hill 

0121 565 1010 

info@libertyestates.org.uk 


Hugh Road, SMETHWICK, 


Hales Lane, SMETHWICK, 



Opportunity to purchase A THREE DOUBLE 
BEDROOM extended family home with hallway, 
lounge, refitted kitchen/diner, refitted family 
bathroom, study, front and rear gardens, double 
glazed and centrally heated. 


Offers Around £169,950 


Montague Road, SMETHWICK, 



Immaculate family home comprising, hallway, two 
reception rooms, refitted kitchen, utility area, three 
bedrooms (master en-suite), refitted family bathroom, 
double glazed and centrally heated, large rear garden, 


Offers Around £164,950 



Mid terraced property offered with no onward chain 
comprising, porch, two reception rooms, fitted 
kitchen, ground floor bathroom, three bedrooms, D/G 
and C/H, front and rear gardens, parking space. 


Offers Around £109,950 




Mid terraced property offered with no chain 
comprising, vestibule, hallway, two reception 
rooms, fitted kitchen, ground floor bathroom, three 
bedrooms, GARAGE, D/G and C/H, front and rear 
gardens 


Offers Around £99,950 


Mid terraced property comprising, entrance hallway, 
two reception rooms, refitted kitchen, refitted 
bathroom, lean-too, three bedrooms, double glazed 
and centrally heated, front and rear gardens. 


Offers Around £100,000 


Capethorn Road, SMETHWICK, 



Mid terraced property comprising, two reception 
rooms, fitted kitchen, ground floor bathroom, three 
bedrooms, double glazed and centrally heated, rear 
garden.Close to shops, schools, bus routes etc 


Offers Around £95,000 


Offices at: 

12 Abbey Road, Bearwood, B67 5RD 33-35 Cape Hill, Smethwick, B66 4RX 


t m 



Zoopta 
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Four-bed semi-detached 
in pleasant cul-de-sac 

A SUPERBLY extended four-bedroomed 
semi-detached house in Warley Croft, Old¬ 
bury lies in a pleasant cul-de-sac position. 

It is for sale through Taylors Estate Agents 
at £329,500. 

It has gas central heating and double 
glazing it has a porch, a delightful spacious 
lounge, a separate sitting room, a superb 
re-fitted kitchen, utility, downstairs WC, 
four good-sized bedrooms, a tiled house 
bathroom with a white suite, garage and 
a rear garden with a substantial patio and 
lawn. Call Taylors on 0121 4344345 or visit 
w ww. taylors-estateagents .co.uk 




EBBartrams 


TEL. 0121 601 9370 
www.bartrams.com 


HARTLAND ROAD, B71 3DE 


REFORM STREET, B70 7PE 


WYNDMILL CRESCENT, B71 3RB 


Goldfield Court, Dartmouth Street, ■ REMEMBRANCE ROAD, WS10 OTE 



• A Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

» Central Heating & Double Glazed 
> Two Reception Rooms 
. EPC TBC, Freehold 

£164,950 


HYDES ROAD, WS10 9SX 


ill = 

■'Oi/EP 


• A Three Storey Terraced Property 

• Four Bedrooms 

> Two Reception Rooms 

• Loft Conversion 

. EPC RATING D, Freehold 
£133,999 


CHARLEMONT ROAD, B71 3HU 



»A Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Lounge & Dining Room 

• Conservatory 

. EPC RATING B, Freehold 
WAS £199,950 NOW £195,950 


CHURCH VALE, B71 4DD 



»A Detached Bungalow 
»Three Bedrooms 
» Planning For Extension 
» Freehold, No Upward Chain 
• EPC TBC, Corner Plot 

£249,950 



» A Semi Detached Property 
»Three Bedrooms 
»Two Reception Rooms 
»Majority Double Glazed 
. EPC TBC Freehold 

£159,950 



»A Detached Bungalow 
»Two Bedrooms 
»Majority Double Glazed 
»Central Heating, Consevetory 
. EPC TBC, Freehold 

£184,950 



> A Second Floor Apartment 

> Double Glazing 
»Two Bedrooms 

> Over 50's Residential Living 
. Leasehold, EPC TBC 

£24,950 



> A Semi Detached Property 

> Three Bedrooms 

» Central Heating & Double Glazed 
» Conservatory 

> EPC RATING D, Freehold 

£139,950 




TT7TnT77T*TOFTT1 
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» A Mid Terraced Property 
»Three Bedrooms 
* Conservatory 

» Central Heating & Double Glazed 
. EPC RATING D, Freehold 

£129,950 


SHAW ROAD, DY4 7QA 



» An End Terraced Property 
»Three Bedrooms 
»Central Heating 
» No Upward Chain, Freehold 
. EPC RATING D 

£105,000 


CHARLEMONT ROAD, B71 3DX 


CRANKHALL LANE, WS10 ODY ■ POMMEL CLOSE, WS5 4QE 



> A Terraced Property 

> Two Bedrooms, Freehold 

> Sought After Location 


• Central Heating & Double 
Glazing 

• EPC RATING D, Freehold 


£134,950 



• An End Terraced Property 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Central Heating 
. EPC RATING E 

£99,950 


BBartrams 

Landlords Urgently Required! 

For Your Free Property Valuation 
Contact Our Office Today! 

T: 0121 601 9370 E: enquiries@bartrams.com 



HOPE ROAD, DY4 7DF 


BASSETT ROAD, WS10 OHH 


SHERIDAN STREET, B71 4EF 


HILLARY AVENUE, WS10 OHE 





» An End Terraced Property 
»Three Bedrooms 
»Ideal First Time Buy/ Investors 
» Driveway, No Upward Chain 
. Freehold, EPC TBC 

£99,950 



» A Mid Terraced Property 
»Three Bedrooms 
»Majority Double Glazing 
. EPC RATING D, Freehold 
. ONLINE AUCTION 

Starting Pice £69,950 



> A Mid Terrace Property 

> Two/Three Bedroomed 

> Two Reception Rooms 

> Downstairs Shower Room 
. EPC RATING F, Freehold 

£99,950 



> A Semi Detached Property 

> Three Bedrooms 

» Front And Rear Gardens 
» Lounge, Off Road Parking 
. EPC RATING D, Freehold 
£124,950 




» A Ground Floor Flat 
»Two Bedrooms 

» Central Heating, Double Glazed 
» Conservatory 
. EPC RATING C, Leasehold 

£79,000 


HEATH LANE, B71 2BW 



»A Detached Property 
»Three Bedrooms 
* Extended 
»Through Lounge 
. EPC RATING E, Freehold 
£203,950 


ARLINGTON ROAD, B71 1AA 



» A Semi Detached Property 
»Three Bedrooms 
» Kitchen/Diner 
»Two Reception Rooms 
. EPC RATING D, Freehold 
£169,950 


E-mail:enquires@bartrams.com 


RQlltolQMtei 


Bartrams Sales and Lettings Limited 

132 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3HP 
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PROPERTY_ 

Stylish detached 
home is modern 



A HUGE modern detached family home in 
Woodlawn Grove, Kingswinford, in a con¬ 
temporary designer-style has beautifully ap¬ 
pointed accommodation. 

Also having a garage with potential to become an annexe, 
it is for sale through Taylors Estate Agents at £399,950. 

It has ‘open plan’ living space with four double bed¬ 
rooms, including an entrance hall with an open tread stair¬ 
case and parquet flooring, (parquet flooring to the majority 
of the ground floor), master bedroom suite and two en-suite 
bathrooms. There is a fully block paved driveway, large ga¬ 
rage and generous rear/side gardens. For further details 
call 01384 401777 or visit www.taylors-estateagents.co.uk 



est. 2002 



Smethwick Brmdi 

III 14^ WMt. tMtMk Hi 1_ 

Tel; 0121558 3229 www.urbancityestattz.co.uk 


ht nwod Orffufr 

he. M* IH 

Td: 0121SSS 5500 



the property professionals 


o 

o 


H&le&owen 
0121 550 3978 


Bearwood 

0121 434 4345 


Brierley Hill 
01384 285265 


Stourbridge 

Sedgtey if Kingswinford 



OLDBURY, Goodwyn Avenue 

Delightfully presented, spacious, considerably improved, 3 bed semi detached property occupying a pleasnt cul- 
de-sac position within this popular neighbourhood, having gas radiator heating, double glazing and comprising 
:- Porch, entrance hall, delightful lounge, separate dining room, attractive conservatory, super re-fitted kitchen 
(with integrated fridge/freezer), rear vestibule area, side passage/utility, 3 good sized bedrooms, bathroom, drive 
providing off road parking, garage/useful store and pleasant rear garden. VIEWING ESSENTIAL. EPC D. BEARWOOD 
OFFICE 



OLDBURY, Mallard Drive 


Deceptively spacious, well presented, modern, 2 bed 
intermediate starter home occupying a pleasant cul-de-sac 
position within this convenient neighbourhood, having gas 
radiator heating, double glazing and comprising:- Entrance 
vestibule, delightful lounge, kitchen, 2 bedrooms, re fitted 
bathroom and pleasant rear garden. EPC D. BEARWOOD OFFICE 



SMETHWICK, Jacmar Crescent OLDBURY, Lewis Road 


Well presented, thoughtfully improved, spacious 3 bed semi 
detached property within this popular neighbourhood, having 
gas radiator heating, double glazing and comprising:- Porch, 
entrance hall, spacious lounge, study, super re fitted kitchen 
opening through to large dining area/sun room, downstairs 
shower room, 3 bedrooms, additional shower room, off road 
parking and pleasant rear garden.NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC D. 
BEARWOOD OFFICE 


Spacious, well presented, 3 BEDROOMED DETACHED property 
having gas radiator heating, double glazing and comprising 
:- Porch, entrance hall, delightful spacious through lounge with 
dining area, breakfast room, attractive kitchen, vestibule area 
with re-fitted downstairs shower room off, 3 bedrooms, attractive 
bathroom, 2 GARAGES and pleasant rear garden. MUST BE 
VIEWED. EPC E. BEARWOOD OFFICE 


Offers in the Region Of £192,500 


Offers around £106,950 


Offers around £189,950 


Offers around £174,950 



OLDBURY, Suffolk Close 


OLDBURY, Warwick Road 


OLDBURY, Wolverhampton Road 


SMETHWICK, Milton Court, Sandon Road 


Spacious, well presented, 3 bed detached, occupying a pleasant cul-de-sac position, having gas radiator heating, 
double glazing, comprising:- Entrance hall (with downstairs w.c off), delightful lounge, separate dining room, 
conservatory, fitted kitchen (having oven/hob), 3 bedrooms (all with fitted wardrobes), re-fitted shower room, garage 
and pleasant rear garden. EPC C. BEARWOOD OFFICE 


Attractively presented, deceptive, 3 bed semi detached property 
occupying a pleasant cul-de-sac position within this popular 
neighbourhood, having gas radiator heating, majority double 
glazing and comprising:- Entrance hall, delightful through 
lounge/dining area, kitchen (with oven/hob), 3 bedrooms, 
bathroom, off road parking and pleasant rear garden. VIEWING 
ESSENTIAL. EPC E. BEARWOOD OFFICE 


Well presented, deceptively spacious, 2 bedroomed intermediate 
family home, conveniently situated, having gas radiator heating, 
double glazing and comprising:- Porch, entrance hall (with 
downstairs w.c off), attractive lounge, re-fitted kitchen (having 
integral oven/hob), 2 double bedrooms, re fitted shower room, 
separate w.c, and pleasant rear garden. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC 
C. BEARWOOD OFFICE 


A spacious double bedroomed flat, pleasantly situated within 
this RETIREMENT COMPLEX, most convenient for Bearwood Town 
Centre, approached via a communal entrance and comprising :- 
Entrance hall, spacious lounge, kitchen, double bedroom, shower 
room, communal garden, communal parking area, NO UPWARD 
CHAIN. EPC C. BEARWOOD OFFICE 


Offers around £194,950 


Offers in the Region Of £149,950 


Offers around £106,950 


Offers around £59,950 


www.taylors-estateagents.co.uk 
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Scnven Co# 01914994011 

Chartered Valuation Surveyors and Estate Agents v I L I ILL “V 11 


Scriven &. Co. 


Established 1937 


C rad ley Heath 



Trejon Road 

* Traditional style semi-detached House 

* Kitchen/dining room 

* Three bedrooms 

* Extensive rear garden EPC=tbc 

Offers in the region of £149,950 


Halesowen 



Mansion Court 

Long Lane 

* Ground Floor Flat 

* Re-fitted Kitchen 

* Living Room 

* Bathroom 

* Communal Parking EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £69,999 


Halesowen 



Stourbridge Road 

* Detached bungalow 

* Good sized garage 

* Three bedrooms (master with en-suite) 

* Breakfast kitchen 

* Conservatory 

* EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £299,950 


Oldbury 



Perry Hill Road 

* Semi detached house 

* In need of general improvement and 
modernisation 

* Dining room and living room 

* Three bedrooms 

* Garage EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £135,000 


Halesowen 



Shenstone Valley Road 

* Semi detached house 

* Extended living room and lounge 

* Re-fitted extended kitchen 

* Three bedrooms 

* Re-fitted shower room 

* NO UPWARD CHAIN EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £174,950 


Halesowen 



Woodbury Road 

* Detached bunglaow 

* Two bedrooms 

* Shower room/wet room 

* Rear verandah 

* Side garage EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £149,950 


Brierley Hill 


Halesowen 


Stourbridge 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 






Henzel Croft 

* Second floor flat 

* Communal hall 

* Living room 

* Two bedrooms 

* Bathroom 

* Parking space EPC=B 

Offers in excess of £90,000 


Hoosen Close 

* Link detached bungalow 

* Two bedrooms & bathroom 

* Lounge/dining area 

* Garage and driveway parking 

* Part double glazed * Gas boiler heating 
radiators 

* Most desirable location EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £215,000 


Churchill Drive 

* Tastefully presented semi-detached house 

* Through lounge with French doors to gardens 

* Superb fitted kitchen/dining room 

* 3 bedrooms * Well appointed bathroom 

* Fitted cloakroom * Utility room * Enclosed 
pleasant gardens * Extensive driveway parking 

* A must view property EPC=tbc 

Offers in the region of £139,950 


Chantry Drive 

* Semi-detached bungalow 

* Two bedrooms, bathroom, lounge, fitted 
kitchen. 

* Side garage 

* Gas boiler heating radiators. 

EPC = D 

Offers in the region of £159,995 



Balholm 

Mucklow Hill 

* Second floor flat 

* Three bedrooms 

* Communal gardens 

* Good sized living room 

* Garage EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £165,000 


Dudley Netherton 


mrr rw i 

Cradley Road 

* Traditional style semi detached house 

* Lounge/dining room * Kitchen 

* Fitted Cloakroom * Three bedrooms 

* Bathroom with corner bath 

* Large garage 

* Gas boiler heating radiators, double glazed 
windows EPC = D 

Offers in the region of £149,950 


Oldbury 


Oldbury 


Quinton 


Oldbury 


Oldbury 


Brierley Hill 





Apsley Road 

* Semi detached house in need of general 
modernisation 

* Living room and dining room 

* Three bedrooms 

* Garage 

* Good sized rear garden EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £149,950 


Hawthorn Croft 

* Semi detached house 

* Utility area and downstairs wc 

* Two reception rooms 

* Three bedrooms 

* Small garage/store EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £199,950 


Lyncourt Grove 

* Traditional style semi-detached house 

* Extended Kitchen and living room 

* Three bedrooms 

* Small garage 

* Large rear garden EPC=tbc 

Offers in the region of £209,950 


musm 

Apsley Road 

* Extended three bedroom house 

* Two reception rooms 

* Fantastic kitchen/breakfast room 

* Downstairs wc 

* Single garage EPC=D 


Offers in the region of £239,950 




Pound Road 

* Semi detached house 

* Recently re-planned and modified 

* Kitchen/dining room 

* Three Bedrooms 
EPC=G 

Offers in the region of £199,950 


Westfield Road 

* Detached House 

* Three reception rooms 

* Kitchen * Conservatory 

* Downstairs wc * Three bedrooms 

* Bathroom with shower 

* Garage EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £139,950 


Smethwick 


Halesowen 


Oldbury 


Oldbury Tividale 






Edgbaston Road 

* Good sized terrace house 

* Sitting room and living room 

* Kitchen/breakfast room 

* Three good sized bedrooms 

* Good sized rear garden EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £189,950 


The Hide New John Street 

* Brand new semi-detached bungalow 

* 2 Bedrooms, shower room * Fitted kitchen with 
oven and hob * Lounge with French doors to 
gardens * Double Glazed windows, gas boiler 
heating radiators * Off road parking for two 
vehicles * Completion anticipated March/April 
2015 EPC=C 

£135,000 


Dog Kennel Lane 

* Detached house 

* Fitted cloakroom 

* Two reception rooms 

* Study/lobby aarea 

* Bedroom one with en-suite 

* Three further bedrooms 

* Good size rear garden EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £349,950 


Gibbet Hill 

* Split level detached house 

* Open plan living space 

* Fitted cloakroom 

* Four bedrooms 

* En suite shower room 

* Utility 

* Double garage EPC =C 

Offers in the region of £337,499 


Do you live in a leasehold house or flat? 

If so at some stage you will have to consider buying the freehold 
interest or extending your existing lease. The fundamental problem 
will be if your prospective purchaser needs a mortgage and there is 
less than 70 years available this is likely to affect the saleability and 
the value. 


Scriven & Co. can advise you on all aspects 
of purchasing your freehold or extending your 
lease to your flat. We may well save you 
money in the process. 

For further details contact 

Kevin Davis MRICS on 0121 506 6961 

for an initial consultation. 


Quarry Bank 


TO LET 


Tipton TO LET 


Cradley Heath TO LET 


Halesowen TO LET 






24A High Street 

* Self contained first floor flat * One bedroom 

* Good sized living room * Electric radiator 
heating * UPVC double glazing to windows 

* Convenient location close to Merry Hill 

* EPC =F 

Monthly rent of £265+ application fee £135 
(inc VAT) 1 st tenant and £100 (inc VAT) each 
additional tenant. Deposit required 6 weeks rent. 


9 Old Port Close 

* Ground floor flat on Canal side development 

* One bedroom with fitted wardrobe * Open plan 
kitchen/living room * Double glazed windows 

* Night storage heating * Car space * DSS 
considered * Available Now! * EPC=D 
Monthly rent of £350+ application fee £135 
(inc VAT) 1st tenant and £100 (inc VAT) each 
additional tenant. Deposit required 6 weeks rent. 


32 Spinners End Drive 

* Bungalow style flat * One bedroom 

* Kitchen with appliances 

* Living room with electric fire 

* DG windows & Night storage heating 

* Allocated car space * EPC = D 
Monthly rent of £365+ application fee £135 
(inc VAT) 1st tenant and £100 (inc VAT) each 
additional tenant. Deposit required 6 weeks rent. 


112 Apperley Way 

* First floor flat having double bedroom 

* Fitted kitchen with some appliances 

* Bathroom with shower over bath 

* GCH & DG windows * Great location on 
popular estate * Available Now! * EPC=D 
Monthly rent of £395+ application fee £135 
(inc VAT) 1st tenant and £100 (inc VAT) each 
additional tenant. Deposit required 6 weeks rent. 


Halesowen TO LET 



31A Belgrave Road 

* Modern end terrace house 

* Redecorated & improved * 2 bedrooms 

* Fitted kitchen with oven, hob & hood 

* Gas boiler/radiator heating system 

* Side garage * EPC=D 

Monthly rent of £550+ application fee £135 
(inc VAT) 1st tenant and £100 (inc VAT) each 
additional tenant. Deposit required 6 weeks rent. 


Oldbury TO LET 



4 Kings Court Apsley Road 

* First floor apartment * Two bedrooms 

* Kitchen with host of appliances 

* Gas heating system & DG windows 

* Gated allocated parking space 

* Available late March * EPC=B 
Monthly rent of £585+ application fee £135 
(inc VAT) 1st tenant and £100 (inc VAT) each 
additional tenant. Deposit required 6 weeks rent. 




AtfLA 

RICS -arsa- 




Certificated for the provision 
of residential & commercial 
valuations and estate a; 




Member of 


Agency Network 


A member of 


• Scriveiuco*uk 





























PROPERTY 


Five-bedroom home has 
a chalet and hot tub 


Forthcoming Cottons 
Auction 


CNAITIRID SUHVSYORS 


Thursday 16th April 2015 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


> 

Wl*' 



THIS five-bedroomed de¬ 
tached house in Northway, 
Sedgley, comes with a chalet 
building and spa hot tub. 

It is for sale through Bakers Prop¬ 
erty at £235,000. With gas central 
heating and double glazing it has a 
block paved drive to a double garage 
and a courtyard-style garden. 

There is a reception hall, a lounge 
with gas fire and patio doors to 
the garden, a dining room/study, a 
kitchen/diner, a laundry, a ground 
floor shower room, five bedrooms and 
a bathroom. 

For further information contact 
Bakers Property on 01384 252527 or 
visit www.bakersproperty.co.uk 


Considering Selling 
by Auction? 

Call for your 

" . No Obligation 

Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 


A modern two-bedroom 
property has canal view 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 


home 


I I rightmove« 


I | lx Zoopla.co.uk 

Your advantage in property 



MODERN two-bedroomed detached resi¬ 
dence, 118 Purlin Wharf, Netherton, Dudley, 
has glimpses of a canal to the front and fur¬ 
ther views to the rear. 

With gas central heating and double glazing, it is 
for sale through Jon Stanier at £119,950. 

It has a reception hall, a lounge, a kitchen with an 
electric oven with four ring gas hob and extractor 
hood over, bedroom one with a dressing room and 
bedroom two and a stylish bathroom including a bath 
and shower. For details contact Jon Stanier on 01384 
77877 or visit the www.jonstanier.co.uk website. 


Email: home@home4.co.uk 


blGWOOD 

Residential Auction House 
of the Year 2014 


Next Auction Coming Soon 



Why Sell With Us 

• Award Winning Auction House 

• Midlands’ Leading Auctioneers 

• Offered Over 680 Properties in 2014 

• Raised Over £62.5m In Sales in 2014 


Contact us for a FREE no obligation appraisal 

Birmingham &The South 

Black Country & The North 

T 

m 1 f E5 “ c, J 1 

B AWARDS 1 ^2014^ ■ 

T: 0121 233 5046 

T: 07830 375 823 

jf “““ CSSL J 

W: cpbigwood.com 

@CPBigwood 



WEDNESBURY, Birmingham Street 

■■EBf 

P ! W SL 




• Extended Middle 
Terrace 

• 2 first floor & 1 
Ground floor 
Bedrooms 


• Ground Floor 
Bathroom 

• Centrally Heated 

• Double Glazed 

• Energy Band D 



Kitchen/diner 
Guest Cloak Room 
Family Shower Room 


Offers around £134.950 




TO SELL OR RENT YOUR 
HOUSE PLEASE CALL 

0121 366 6185 

FOR YOUR FREE 
VALUATION NOW 




First floor Flat • Tenant i 

1 double bedroom fees £ 1 

Lounge 

Kitchen “50 jo 

Shower Room 

TO LET £375 PCM 


Tenant application 
fees £180 single c 
£250 joint 




SOLD STC Similar Required 
sd Bungalow • Family Bathroom 


• Detached Bungalow 

• 2 Bedrooms 

• Centrally Heated & 
Double glazed 

• Fitted Kitchen 


West Bromwich, Hargate Lane 


r r v ff 


m * 


• Mid Terrace 

• 2 Bedrooms 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen & Utility 

• Family Bathroom 

Offers around £95,000 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE VALUATION 


0121 366 6185 


1 AFSLA 
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S KITTS 


Successfully letting homes across 
the West Midlands & Staffordshire 
for over 35 years 


your showhome 

Be inspired, view our stunning 4 bedroom showhome. 

These homes are available from £175,996* through 

Help tO Buy (full purchase price £219,995). 


Contemporary kitchen with Integrated 
dishwasher & fridge/freezer 

Stainless steel oven, hob & hood 


Fitted wardrobes & ensuite to 
master bedroom 

Turfed garden & block paved driveway 


Carpets included on reservations before the end of March? 
Call now to discover more. 


Park View 

Of Claypit Lane, 

West Bromwich B70 9UJ 


Showhome open: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 

call: 0845 652 2471 

email: kph.parkviewsales@kier.co.uk 


-4 




WINNER 


JWhatHouse? 

^AWARDS 

zs* 2014 


Photograph of a Kier 4 bedroom showhome interior. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Available on selected plots subject to terms and conditions. *Help to Buy is available 
upon request subject to terms and conditions. 


your home, your location 


[Skier 


www.kierhomes.co.uk 


Are you fed up 
of paying high 
application fees 
per person? 


we charge just 

to cover 
all of your 

pre-tenancy checks 
and documentation 
for up to 




Tipton 

Harper Grove 

•Four bed semi 
•GCH & DG 

•Lounge with juliet balcony 
•Fully fitted kitchen 
•Downstairs WC 
•Garage 


Tipton 

Hill Street 

•Three bed detached home 
•Fitted kitchen diner 
•Double glazing 
•Gas central heating (where 
specified] 

•Downstairs cloakroom 


Tipton 
Galton Close 

•Three bed detached 
•Fully furnished property 
•Fitted kitchen with appliances 
•Luxury bathroom 
•Private rear garden 
•Garage 


Tipton 

Watery Lane 

•Three bed detached •Central heating & double 

house glazing 

•Quiet cul-de-sac •Landscaped gardens 

location •Fitted breakfast kitchen 


Tividale 

City Road 

•Three bedroom semi 
•Lounge 
•Dining room 
•Kitchen with cooker 
•Family bathroom 
•Rear garden 


Tipton 

Hellier Avenue 

•Two bed semi 
•Gas central heating 
•Double glazing 
•ORP 

•Kitchen with oven and hob 
•Bathroom with shower 


Wednesbury 
Booth Road 

•Two bed semi 

•Fitted kitchen with appliances 
•Double glazed 
•Gas centrally heated 
•Off road parking 
•Rear garden 


Tipton 

Bonneville Close 

•One bed apartment. 

•DG & GCH 
•Fitted kitchen 
•Lounge 
•Bathroom with electric shower 
•Allocated parking 


Sedg . 

Crowesbridge Mews 

•Three bed detached property 
•Fitted kitchen 
•Conservatory 
•Bathroom with shower 
•Guest W/C 
•Utility room 


I 


Wednesbury 
Durham Road 

•Three bed semi 
•Double glazing and GCH 
•Fitted kitchen 
•Bathroom with shower 
•Generous forecourt parking 
•Private garden 


TENANTS?] 


£ 180 * 


FOR UP TO THREE APPLICANTS 
£50.00 PER ADDITIONAL 
APPLICANT 


INCLUDES: 

- Credit Checks - 
Inventory - First Lease 


homes2let@skitts.net 0121 _520 2255 (option2) 


bloxwich@skitts.net 01922 478104 
wednesfield@skitts.net 01902 732324 
wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 
willenhall@skitts.net 01902 631151 


bilston@skitts.net 01902 353578 
greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 
sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 
homes2let@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 (option 2) 


rightmove 


Find us on 

Facebook 





















































































A reputation built on 40 years of 
Quality, Professionalism and Expertise 






Merrivale Road, Bearwood 


» Beautifully Refurbished Terrace 

> Two Double Bedrooms 

> Two Reception Rooms 

> Modern Kitchen & Bathroom 

> No Upward Chain 

> EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £124,950 


Anderson Road, Bearwood 


► Well Presented Terrace 

► Three/Four Bedrooms 

► Breakfast Kitchen 

► Off Road Parking 

► No Upward Chain 

► EP Rating C 


Offers in the region of £184,950 



Oliver Road, Ladywood 


i Beautiful, Extended Link Detached 
i Five Bedrooms 
. Spacious Dining Kitchen 


Useful Utility 

Bathroom and Shower Room 
EP Rating TBC 

Offers in the region of 254,950 


Ferndale Road, Oldbury 


Hill Top Road, Oldbury 



. Well Presented Semi Detached 
. Two Double Bedrooms 
. No Upward Chain 
. EP Rating C 

Offers in the region of £119,950 



. Well Presented Modern Semi 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Bathroom & Shower Room 
. EP Rating C 

Offers in the region of £159,950 







• Traditional Semi Detached 
. Three Bedrooms 
. Ground Floor WC 
. EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £174,950 


T £§9 E 


. Well Presented Terrace 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Breakfast Kitchen 
. EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £85,000 



ft» 9 ul*»d Uy 




RICS 


oulsnam 


0121 4299986 



• Well Presented Semi-Detached 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Contemporary Styled Kitchen 

• Off Road Parking 

• No Upward Chain 

• EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £194,950 


Ombudsman 

MAEA 


Matt has been making a valuable contribution to 
the Hagley Road team since 2013, bringing with I 
him a wealth of expertise. This coupled with his 
experience of the market locally ensures that he I 
provides clients with the right advice to obtain 
the most suitable mortgage from the whole of the I 
market. 

He prides himself on his family values and honest I 
approach; clients can rest assured that they have 
made the right decision and are in safe hands! 

In his spare time Matt enjoys spending time with | 
his wife and children. 


www.oulsnam.net 
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impressive home situated 
in a top postcode area 

AN IMPRESSIVE five-bedroomed 
family home, ‘Little House’ at 
Quarry Park Road, Pedmore, 

Stourbridge, stands behind a wide 
driveway. It is for sale through The 
Lee Shaw Partnership at £950,000. 

It has a large reception hall 
with French doors to the garden, a 
drawing room with feature fire sur¬ 
round, sitting room, a new kitchen, 
landing with wardrobe storage, 
master bedroom with en suite 
bathroom, four further bedrooms, 
a bathroom with spa bath, shower 
room, rear garden with extensive 
patio, ornamental pond, decking 
with an inflatable pool. Call The 
Lee Shaw Partnership on 01384 
396066 or visit www.leeshaw.com 






ROWLEY VILLAGE 

An extended detached properly having scope for 
further extension subject to planning. Porch, entrance 
hall, lounge, dining room, conservatory, kitchen, five 
bedrooms, family bathroom, shower room. Garage/ 
workshop, off road parking and rear garden. EPC 
Rating D 


cbakroom, kitchen, dininq room, lounqe, 

i_i_ _' i_r_:L. 


Offers in the region of £129,950 y y 


Agents’ Mutual Limited - A company limited by guarantee. Company No: 8381458. Registered in England & Wales. OnTheMarket.com 
and the associated logo are registered trademarks of Agents’ Mutual Limited. Registered Office: 3rd Floor Connaught House, 1 -3 Mount 
Street, London, W1K 3NB, England. 


astdentfa 


Oldbury 
0121 552 6171 


BARNFORD CRESCENT 

I An extended and refurbished traditional semi-detached 
house. Reception hall, front sitting room, dining room, rear 
sitting room, "L" shaped kitchen, utility, downstairs shower 
| room, four bedrooms, ensuite shower, dressing room, 
I family bathroom, central heating, double glazing, Garage, 
| additional parking and rear garden. EPCTRating C 
Offers in the region of £219,950 


WEST BROMWICH 


ARLINGTON ROAD 

An improved and extended semi-detached house 
comprising porch, entrance hall, understairs store 
cupboard, front sitting room, rear sitting room, extended 
dining kitchen, three bedrooms, bathroom, central 
heating, double glazing, established gardens. EPC 
ingD. 

Offers in the region of £174,951 


THE DINGLE 

| Semi-detached house being an ideal investment I 
opportunity. INTERNAL INSPECTION RECOMMENDED. 

I Porch, entrance hall, through lounge/dining i- 

I kitchen, utility, three bedrooms, bathroom. Garage 
I private established rear garden. NO UPW/ r “'“ ' 

| [EPC Rating TBC 

Offers in the region of £124,950 


VLI/DURI 

gy 

SANDFIELDS ROAD 

Traditional detached family residence in need of 
improvement and updating comprising porch, entrance 
hall, lounge, dining room, kitchen, three bedrooms, 
shower room. Off road parking to front and detached 
garage at rear. Established gardens to front and rear. 
:PC Rating D 

v Offers in the region of £149,950 



OLDBURY 



r 




no 

1 ** - 



*'WH 




BARKER STREET 


1 1 Terraced house in need of or 

ily slight improvement | 

1 1 being an ideal first time purchase or investment 1 

1 1 opportunity. Through lounge/ 
II bathroom, three bedrooms 

'dining room, kitchen, 1 
, central heating & I 

II double glazing. Garden at rear. EPC Rating D 

1 


Price: £84,950 



OLDBURY 


OLDBURY 


ROWLEY REGIS 


. 


LEAHOUSE GARDENS 

Detached family residence in need of general 


lower, ramiiy aarnrex 
garden. EPC. Rating E 

gion of £214,950 




TITFORD ROAD 

I An opportunity to aquire a mixed Residential and Commercial premia. 

1 comprising of detached family residence known as 'Providence Cottage' . 
together with yard, detached stores/offices and a garage workshop 
currently trading as B&A Autos Motor Engineer. Residential properly 
has three reception rooms, three bedrooms utility/storage, kitchen, 
bathroom, outside W.C., central heating, double glazing. EPC Rating E 

Offers in the region of £375,000 


e,parking, rear g 

'Ters in the region of £214,9 


NEWCOMEN DRIVE 

Mid terraced house in need of minor improvement 
comprising entrance hall, cloakroom, lounge, dining 
kitchen, conservatory, three bedrooms, shower room, 
central heating and double glazing. Parking to front and 
paved rear garden. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating C 

Price: £104,950 


POPLAR AVENUE 

Traditional semi-detached house offering good 
sized accommodation. Entrance hall, lounqe, 
dininq kitchen, pantry cupboard, side utility 
two double bedrooms, bathroom. Off road 
parking and large rear garden. EPC Rating D 
^ Offers in the region of £99,950 y 


irightmove 


REGENT ROAD 

A traditional semi-detached house improved ... 
recent years. Porch, entrance hall, through lounge/ 
dining room. "L" shaped kitchen, three bedrooms, 
bathroom. Block paved driveway and private 
garden. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating D 


SMETHWICK 


MATTY ROAD 

Traditional end terraced house in need of general 
updating and decoration. Entrance hall, through lounge/ 
dining room, kitchen, understairs store cupboard, three 
bedrooms, bathroom, separate toilet, airing cupboard 
1 store cupboard. Block paved driveway and rear 
Jen. EPC Rating E 

Offers in the region of £124,950 


HOLLY LANE 

Corner terraced property benefiting of gas central 
heating and double glazing (where specified). 
Vestibule, entrance hall, lounge, dining kitchen, 
lobby, shower room, bathroom, dining kitchen, 
three bedrooms, rear garden. EPC Rating D 
Offers in the region of £94,950 


all our properties 
now have a new 


home 


HOLCROFT STREET 

Well presented spacious flush fronted terraced 
property. Double glazing and gas central 
heating to entrance hall, dining room, lounge, 
kitchen, downstairs toilet, two bedrooms, 
bathroom. Rear garden. EPC Rating D 
v Offers in excess of £76,000 


tomgiles.net 


Market 


[139 sq.m] 


The Pensnett Estate, Kingswinford, 
West Midlands. DY6 7FT 
www.progresspoint.co.uk 


e of sizes available 
itate CCTV Security 
e Parking 


01384 400123 

www.lcpproperties.co.uk 





































































































































Wednesbury 
0121 222 1301 


pauldubberley 

Jthe estate agen^^| 

vwwv.pauldubberley^ofukl 


Tipton 

0121 222 1304 


West Bromwich 
0121 222 1307 


Willenhall 
01902 505971 


Walsall 
01922 460781 


let «• 


Bilston 

01902 505974 


• Semi Detached Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• No Upward Chain 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC D 

OFFERS AROUND: pon ppr 

Viewing: 


Devey Drive 
Tipton 



mr~m ru 

A, —A 

hi 1 Ejtrr a ^ 


• Modern Semi Detached 

• Gas Central Heating • No Upward Chain 

• Ideal First Time Purchase or Buy To Let Investment 

• 1 Bedroom, EPC tbc 

OFFERS AROUND: p/;A pro 

Viewing: 


• Modern Attractive Middle Terrace Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Improved Accommodation 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC tbc 

OFFERS AROUND: OH O A CkCd 

Viewing: LI o4,UoU 


Dudley Road 
Tipton 


• Modern Second Floor Apartment 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• No Upward Chain 

• 2 Bedrooms • En suite, EPC tbc 

OFFERS AROUND: p C a r\T-.C\ 

Viewing: 3LP4,tJOU 


Nightingale Drive 
Tipton 



• Modern Purpose Built First Floor Apartment 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Electric Heating 

• Reception Hall 

• 2 Bedrooms, EPC tbc 

OFFERS AROUND: 0"7/l C\df\ 

Viewing: L/4,UoU 


• Purpose Built Ground Floor Flat 

• Upvc Double Glazing 

• Ideal Buy To Let Investment 

• 1 Bedroom, EPC tbc 

Viewing: AROUND: £45,5QQ 


Metropolitan Lofts 
Dudley 



• Three Bedroom Detached 

• Kitchen/Diner 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Gas Central Heating, Conservatory 

Viewing: around £255,000 


Brunswick Park Road 
Wednesbury 



• Traditional Terrace Property 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Loft Room 

• EPC D, Two Reception Rooms 

OFFERS AROUND: OOC hAA 

Viewing: 3LOO,UUU 


PUBLIC NOTICE ^ 

* j^i 1 

1 i I 

■ 

1 

m 

i 

■ itr 

1 ra. — 


Goldby Drive 

43 GOLDBY DRIVE WEDNESBURY WS109LN. 

We are acting in the sale of the above property and have received an offer of £77,200 against the marketing 
price of £74,950. Any interested parties must submit any higher offers in writing to the selling agent before an 
exchange of contracts takes place. EPC rating C. 


• A Spacious 3 Bedroom Semi Detached Home 

• Gas Central Heating & Double Glazing 

• Reception Hall 

• EPC Rating: D, Lounge/Diner 

OFFERS AROUND: H G C\f\f\ 

Viewing: LI 1 Q,UUU 


• A Modern 3 Bedroom Semi Detached Home 

• Gas Central Heating & Double Glazing 

• Reception Hall 

• EPC Rating: D, Fitted Kitchen with Oven & Hob 

Viewing: AROUND £155,000 


• A Spacious 2.5 Storey 4 Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Gas Central Heating & Double Glazing 

• Reception Hall & Guest WC/Shower Room 

Viewing: AROUND £1 58,000 


• Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms & Family Bathroom 

• Lounge & Kitchen 

• Energy Rating E, Conservatory & Ground Floor WC 

OFFERS AROUND: aj r\f\ f\r\f\ 

Viewing: LI 4lU,UUU 


TtM* Property 
Omhuduavi 


www.pauldubberley.co.uk 

Over 400 properties available to view online, on mobile or on tablet, 
most with fully voiced video walkthroughs. 


tv.pauldubberley.co.uk 
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0121 420 4646 



24 MILTON COURT BEARWOOD 


•First floor flat 
for the over 60s 
•Electric 
storage heating 
and PVC 
double glazing 
•Two bedrooms 
and fully tiled 
shower room 
•Spacious 
lounge and 
kitchen 
•Allocated 
parking 
• INTERNAL 
INSPECTION A 
MUST 
•ENERGY 
FtATING : C 


OFFERS BASED ON £69,950 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 



52 BROADWAY OLDBURY 

• Freehold semi¬ 
detached property 
*Gas centrally 

I heated and PVC 
I double glazed 
I •Three bedrooms 
I and bathroom with 
| electric shower 

• Hall, through 
I lounge/dining 
V room and kitchen 
I »Good size 
I conservatory 
I • Neatly laid out 
I garden to the rear 
I • Side garage and 
I off-street parking 
I *An ideal family 

1 ^INTERNAL 
I INSPECTION 

■ to BE 

■ APPRECIATED 
•ENERGY 
RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £179,950 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 



3,316 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON 


|First floor one bedroomed flat 
Centrally heated 
Communal gardens 
Ideal for FTBs or investors 
ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £87,500 


Viewing Bearwood Office 


45 LIGHTWOODS HILL, BEARWOOD 


•PRIME LOCATION 
•Virtually PVC double glazed t/out 
•Three bedrooms 
|Through lounge/dining room 
•Downstairs cloakroom 
•Neatly laid out gardens 
•Ideal family home 
• ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £184,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 



92 PARK ROAD, BEARWOOD 

•Attractively 
improved villa 
residence 
•Sympathetically 
improved 

• Mostly double 
glazed 

•Gas centrally 
heated 
I *Three 
I bedrooms and 
I refitted bathroom 
I *Two well- 
I proportioned 
I living rooms 
" • Large refitted 
I kitchen and utility 

• Downstairs 

■ w.c 

1 ^Gardens to 

■ front and rear 
•ENERGY 
RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £174,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



142 ST. PAULS ROAD, SMETHWICK 


• Modern freehold semi-detached residence 

• Gas centrally heated & PVC double glazed 
•Six bedrooms, master bedroom with en-suite 

• Fully tiled family bathroom 

• Inter-communicating lounge/dining room 

• Downstairs cloakroom 

•Side garage and off-street parking 

• INTERNAL INSPECTION TO BE 
APPRECIATED 

• ENERGY RATING : C 
•STAR BUY« 

OFFERS BASED ON £210,000 


Viewing Bearwood Office 


142 SELSEY ROAD, EDGBASTON 

•Gas centrally 
heated 
•PVC double 
glazed 

•Two bedrooms 
& bathroom to 
first floor 
•Two reception 
rooms, kitchen & 
side verandah 
•Downstairs 
shower room/ 
W.C. 

| Recently 
refurbished 
•ENERGY 
RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £124,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 



412-414 PORTLAND ROAD, 


•Unique freehold end terraced property 
•Easy access to Birmingham city centre 
•Gas centrally heated & PVC double glazed 
•Three bedrooms and bathroom to first floor 
•Lounge, kitchen/breakfast room and utility 


•Control room with vocal booth and store 

•Off-street parking & courtyard 

•INTERNAL INSPECTION HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 

OFFERS BASED ON £249,950 


Viewings Bearwood Offici 



51 THRONE CRESCENT, ROWLEY 


• Well Presented & Extended 

• 3 bedrooms 

• Downstairs wetroom 

• Lounge & extended sitting room 

• Spacious garden 
.EPC : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £150,000 


Viewings : Bearwood Office 


6 JOHNSONS GROVE, OLDBURY 


•Quiet cul-de-sac location 
|Link detached bungalow 
•Virtually PVC double glazed throughout 
•Gas centrally heated 
|Off-street parking 

• Fully tiled shower room & separate cloakroom 

• Lounge, refitted kitchen & conservatory 
•Two/three bedrooms 

• INTERNAL INSPECTION TO BE 
APPRECIATED 

• ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £189,950 


Viewings Bearwood Offici 



17 aditJon a! value 
modern tecnai^uea 


Dekek Spires 

ESTATE AGENTS 


28 DUNSFORD ROAD BEARWOOD 


•Easy access to 
Birmingham city 
| centre 
•Gas centrally 


t 


OFFERS BASED ON £127,950 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 



PUBLIC AUCTION 

AT 

THIMBLEMILL RECREATION 
& ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 

THIMBLEMILL ROAD, 
SMETHWICK. B67 6NR 
ON 

MONDAY 9th MARCH 2015 

@ 6.30PM 


134 WIGGIN STREET, LADYWOOD B16 OAH 

Freehold 3 bedroomed terraced with central heating 

and double glazing, but needing improvement £ 70 - 75,000 

23 CLARENDON ROAD, SMETHWICK B67 6DA 
Traditional freehold 2 bedroomed terraced needing 

improvement £70 - 75,000 

24 WESTBOURNE ROAD, HANDSWORTH B21 8AT 

Freehold 2 bedroomed end terraced in need of modernisation £65 - 70,000 

9 DEXTER HOUSE, FORD STREET, SMETHWICK B67 7QX 
Centrally heated and double glazed modern 1 

bedroomed flat, Ideal investment £55 - 60,000 

9 YORK AVENUE, WILLENHALL WV13 1JJ 
Freehold 3 bedroomed semi-detached needing 

full improvement £75 - 80,000 

13 HIGHFIELD ROAD, SMETHWICK B67 6AP 

Freehold double glazed & centrally heated terraced £85 - 90,000 

40 FARM ROAD, OLDBURY B68 8RD 
Freehold centrally heated 3 bedroomed terraced, 

in need of improvement £65 - 70,000 

13 JACMAR CRESCENT, SMETHWICK B67 7LF 

Freehold traditional 3 bedroomed centrally heated semi, 

with garage £110-120,000 

4 BROOK ROAD, OLDBURY B68 8AA 
Freehold 3 bedroomed semi-detached needing f 

ull improvement £circa. 70,000 


159 STONY LANE, SMETHWICK B67 7BA 
Freehold 3 bedroomed centrally heated semi-detached 

58 CORNWALL AVENUE, OLDBURY B68 0SW 

Freehold 3 bedroomed mid-town house with double glazing, 

in need of modernisation 

98 RATHBONE ROAD, BEARWOOD B67 5JF 
Freehold centrally heated and double glazed 3 bedroomed 
semi-detached in need of upgrading 

43 DURBAN ROAD, SMETHWICK B66 3SH 
Freehold 2 bedroomed terrace in need of complete 
refurbishment 


£95-100,000 


£ 90-100,000 


£circa. 65,000 



•Ground/first floor maisonette 
•Part double glazed 
•Electric storage heating 
•Two bedrooms 
•In need of refurbishment 
•EPC : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £49,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 


5 SCRIBBANS CLOSE, SMETHWICK 

bedroomed 
maisonette 
C «Gas centrally 
heated 
•Fully tiled 
bathroom 
• In need of 
improvement 
•ENERGY 
RATING : F 

OFFERS BASED ON £56,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 



•Most impressive individually designed detached residence 
•Delightfully situated directly facing Warley woods 
•Spacious well maintained accommodation 
•Gas centrally heated and mostly double glazed 
•3 bedrooms, one with en-suite shower room, 
house bathroom & separate W.C. to first floor 
•Excellent through lounge, separate dining room 
& kitchen downstairs 
•Attractive mature gardens 

•Large brick built side garage & ample off-street parking 
• ENERGY RATING : F 
SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTION 

OFFERS BASED ON £345,000 


Viewings Bearwood Office 


OFFERS BASED ON £85950 


Viewings : Bearwood Office 



95 WALTON ROAD, OLDBURY 


•Close to the main Wolverhampton Road 
•Gas centrally heated 
•Virtually PVC double glazed throughout 
•Three bedrooms and bathroom 
•Spacious lounge 
•Open plan kitchen/dining room 
•Gardens to front and rear 
•ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £104,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



Viewing Bearwood Office 


// PERRY COURT 

V 1BEDROOMED 
RETIREMENT FLATS 

FOR SALE 


Derek Spire 


0121 420 4646 

WWW 0€PE*$Pl9£S*N0CQ.COv 


OnThe 


www.derekspiresandco.com 















































































































We Value Your Home 


SKITTS 

ESTATE AGENTS 



GRAYLING CLOSE wednesbury 

• MODERN THREE BED DETACHED 

• LOUNGE S. DINING ROOM 

• KITCHEN & UTILITY ROOM 









» CONSERVATORY 
» EN SUITE TO MASTER BEDROOM 
» GARAGE AND DRIVEWAY 


PARK LANE wednesbury 

• THREE BEDROOM DETACHED 

• LOUNGE, DINING ROOM & KITCHEN 

• MAJORITY DOUBLE GLAZING 


» CENTRAL HEATING 

• GARAGE, DRIVEWAY S. REAR G 

• IN NEED OF MODERNISING 


£189,995 


OFFERS £174,995 



WAKES ROAD wednesbury 

• THREE BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED 

• LOUNGE AND DINING ROOM 

• KITCHEN & STORAGE ROOM/SITTING ROOM 


» CENTRAL HEATING AND DOUBLE GLAZING 
» GROUND FLOOR WET ROOM & UPSTAIRS 
BATHROOM 

» GARAGE AND DRIVEWAY 

OFFERS £129,995 


MEETING STREET wednesbury 

• TWO BED 3RD FLOOR APARTMENT 

• LOUNGE 

• KITCHEN 


* BEDROOM WITH EN SUITE 

• FAMILY BATHROOM 

» ALLOCATED PARKING 


OFFERS £89,995 


Successfully selling homes across 
the Midlands, Black Country and 
Staffordshire for over 35 years 

wednesbury@skitts.net 

0121 505 1818 

sedgley@skitts. net 

□ 1902 686868 

greatbridge@skitts. net 

□ 121 520 2255 

dudley@skitts.net 

□ 1384 214 996 

bloxwich@skitts. net 

□ 1922 478104 

bilston@skitts. net 

□ 1902 353578 

wednesfield@skitts. net 

□ 1902 732324 

willenhall@skitts. net 

□ 1902 631151 

westbromwich@skitts. net 

0121 530 4240 

wolverhampton@skitts. net 

01902 788188 

lettings@skitts. net 

0121 520 2255 

survevors@skitts. net 

0121 520 2255 





PARK STREET wednesbury 

• A THREE BEDROOM DETACHED PROPERTY 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• DOWNSTAIRS W/C 


» DOUBLE GLAZING & CENTRAL HEATING 
> GARAGE & DRIVEWAY 
» FRONT S. REAR GARDENS 

OFFERS £149,995 


LEA AVENUE wednesbury 

• EXTENDED THREE BEDROOM SEMI 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• DOWNSTAIRS W/C 


• DOUBLE GLAZING S. CENTRAL HEATING 
» REAR GARDEN 

• OFF ROAD PARKING 

OFFERS £149,995 


TEAL GROVE wednesbury 

• A THREE BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• CONSERVATORY 

• EN SUITE TO MASTER ROOM 



GRIFFITHS ROAD west bromwich 

• TWO BEDROOM END TERRACE PROPERTY 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 


■ Hafts 

—fE3 TOljB 


» IN NEED OF MODERNISATION 
» FRONT & REAR GARDENS 
» NO UPWARD CHAIN 


JOCKEY LANE wednesbury 

• TWO BEDROOM DETACHED BUNGALOW 

• LOUNGE 

• KITCHEN 


• BATHROOM 

• DOUBLE GLAZING S. CENTRAL HEATING 

• GARAGE S. DRIVEWAY 


HYDES ROAD wednesbury 

• THREE BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED 

• TWO RECEPTION ROOMS 

• UTILITY ROOM 


• r 




% 


m J. 


• DOWNSTAIRS WC 

• LARGE PLOT WITH ROOM T 
•GARAGE 


OFFERS £139,995 



i ■ ~ft i~~in 

T J Hr 


CARRINGTON ROAD wednesbury 

• EXTENDED THREE BEDROOM END TOWN 

HOUSE 

• TWO BATHROOMS (EN SUITE TO MASTER] 

• CONDENSING CENTRAL HEATING 



* DOUBLE GLAZING 

» CAVITY WALL INSULATION 

» IDEAL FAMILY HOME CLOSE TO ALL AMENITIES 


*__I 1 



BRUNSWICK PARK ROAD wednesbury 

• TWO BED MID TERRACE • ENCLOSED REAR GARDEN 

• UTILITY S. DOWNSTAIRS WC • FANTASTIC LOCATION CLOSE TO 

• DOUBLE GLAZED S. CENTRALLY HEATED MOTORWAY LINKS 

• FIRST FLOOR FAMILY BATHROOM 


WINCHESTER ROAD west bromwich 

• TWO BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED • 

• HANDY FOR LOCAL PRIMARY SCHOOL • 

• LOUNGE/DINING AREA • 


CONSERVATORY 
DOUBLE GLAZING & 
OFF ROAD PARKING 


OFFERS £104,995 


CENTRAL HEATING 

£104,995 



LANSBURY AVENUE wednesbury 

• TWO BEDROOM SEMI 

• LOUNGE S. KITCHEN 

• DOWNSTAIRS WC 


» UPSTAIRS BATHROOM 
» CENTRAL HEATING S. DOUBLE GLAZED 
» PARKING AND REAR GARDEN 

OFFERS £89,995 


FRANCHISE GARDENS wednesbury 

• THREE BEDROOM MID TERRACE • DOWNSTAIRS WC 

• LOUNGE S. KITCHEN • REAR GARDEN 

• DOUBLE GLAZED & CENTRALLY HEATED • GARAGE IN SEPARATE BLOCK 



SIMMONDS PLACE wednesbury 

• THREE BED SEMI DETACHED HOUSE 

• DOUBLE GLAZING S. CENTRAL HEATING 

• IDEALLY PLACED TO RETAIL PARK/ 
MOTORWAY 


• CUL DE SAC LOCATION 

• SUIT FIRST TIME PURCHASERS OR FAMILY 

• VACANT POSSESSION 

OFFERS OVER £80,000 


SPROAT AVENUE wednesbury 

• TWO BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED 

• LOUNGE/DINING ROOM 

• STUDY/BEDROOM 


all our 
properties 
at 

^nTheMarket com 


» KITCHEN S. DOWNSTAIRS WC 
» DOUBLE GLAZING & CENTRAL HEATING 
» HARD STANDING FRONT GARDEN & REAR 


OFFERS £104,995 
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Vauxhall 


By David Banner 


Vauxhall is to preview OnStar at 
the 2015 Geneva Motor Show 
next month with a comprehen¬ 
sive package including high¬ 
speed mobile network and 
numerous services across its 
passenger car range. There will 
also be world premieres for the 
all-new VIVA and the Corsa VXR. 

In the second half of 2015, Vaux¬ 
hall will introduce OnStar across its 
passenger car range. OnStar will 
represent the next step in automo¬ 
tive connectivity in Europe. In the 
USA, Canada, China and Mexico 
around seven million customers 
already count on the comprehen¬ 
sive package, which includes Wi-Fi 
hotspot and numerous mobile and 
emergency services. 

OnStar is reliable. No matter what emer¬ 
gency the driver may be confronted with 
when on the road - the system can offer 
assistance, 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year. An advisor will always be available. 

And if the airbag deploys, Vauxhall On¬ 
Star will be activated automatically. 

Information on and access to the car is 
also guaranteed. Vehicle data such as tyre 
pressure or oil life can be accessed via the 
OnStar smartphone app. 

Locking/unlocking can also be con¬ 
trolled via the app. And if the car is stolen, 
OnStar will ‘work’ closely with the police to 
locate the stolen vehicle. 

The Vehicle Diagnostics functionality is 


also very convenient: OnStar will send a 
monthly report with the most important ve¬ 
hicle data and information. Furthermore, a 
diagnostics check can be requested at any 
time at the push of a button. 

With the introduction of OnStar, each 
Vauxhall will become a powerful, mobile 
Wi-Fi hotspot. Up to seven mobile devices 
can be connected simultaneously allowing 
for passengers to stay in touch with family 
and friends via social media, stream mov¬ 
ies or watch TV via their favourite app and 
play games or for the driver to work while 
away from the office when stationary. 

Debuting at Geneva in March and arriv¬ 
ing in the United Kingdowm in the sum¬ 
mer, the VIVA will be the latest addition to 
Vauxhall’s small car range joining the funky 
ADAM and the new Corsa. 

With a name that pays homage to 
Vauxhall’s original Viva made from 1963 
to 1979, the all-new VIVA shares the orig¬ 
inal’s philosophy of clean lines, durability 
and practicality. It is designed for modern, 
everyday life and at 3.68 metres long is 
practical and spacious, providing room for 
up to five people. 

After first appearing in the ADAM 
ROCKS AIR and subsequently the New 
Corsa, VIVA is the latest Vauxhall to feature 
its new 1.0-litre three-cylinder ECOTEC 
engine. Specially-developed for VIVA, this 
75PS powertrain is smooth, punchy and 
efficient, and is mated to a slick five-speed 
transmission. 

Like its stablemates, ADAM and Corsa, 
VIVA is fully-connected thanks to the Intel- 
liLink infotainment system, which allows 
seamless integration of Apple iOS and An¬ 
droid devices. 

Vauxhall will take the wraps off the new 
Corsa VXR, its ultra-powerful small hot- 


at Geneva show 



‘With the introduction 
of OnStar, each 
Vauxhall will become 
a powerful, mobile 
Wi-Fi hotspot.’ 


hatch, at Geneva. Benefiting from the sig¬ 
nificant revisions in technology, interior/ 
exterior design and chassis showcased in 
the recently launched New Corsa, the VXR 
is set to raise the bar for small, fast hatch¬ 
backs when it appears in UK showrooms 
in May. 

Headline performance figures are 
0-60mph in 6.5 seconds and a top speed 
of 143mph - quicker than the outgoing car, 
but more importantly the VXR produces its 
245Nm of torque from lower revs (between 
1,900rpm and 5,800rpm, compared with 


2,250rpm to 5,500rpm for the outgoing 
Nurburgring and ClubSport models). 

This makes the VXR a very potent per¬ 
former between 50-75mph, which it can 
dispatch in just 6.6 seconds when in fifth 
gear. An overboost facility provides an ad¬ 
ditional 35Nm of torque, ideal for swift and 
safe overtaking. 

Maximum power from its 1.6-litre turbo¬ 
charged engine is 205PS, while the Corsa 
VXR achieves a claimed official 37.7mpg 
on the combined cycle with C02 emissions 
of 174g/km. 


New Car Deals from Brindley Kia 


Kia Picanto 1.0 T 3 door 

Was £8,145 

SAVE £1,146 
Brindley Price £6,999 

Including £250 deposit contribution 


Kia Sportage 1.6 GDi T 5 door 

Was £17,500 

SAVE £1,501 
Brindley Price £15,999 




On the Road Cash Price. 

..£7,249.00 

Less deposit. 

.£250.00 

Less manufacturer deposit... 

.£250.00 

Total Amount Payable. 

...£7,961.75 

Interest Charges. 

.£712.75 

36 monthly payments. 

.£129.00 | 

1 Final payment. 

...£2,817.75 

GFV (Guaranteed Future Value). 

...£2,817.75 

Miles per annum. 

.6,000 

Excess Mileage Charge. 

.14.9p 


[ A Q% APR 



On the Road Cash Price. £15,999.0oi j A f\Q/ ADD 

Less deposit.£2,250.00 4.^/0™™ ^ 

Total Amount Payable.£17,628.96 

Interest Charges.£1,629.96 

36 monthly payments.£199.11 

1 Final payment.£8,211.00 

GFV (Guaranteed Future Value)... £8,211.00 

Miles per annum.6,000 

Excess Mileage Charge.14.9p 


Brindley Kia 



55 Penn Road (A449), Wolverhampton WV2 4WW 
85 New Road, Tipton DY4 7BX 


www.brindleykia.co.uk 

T. 01902 690634 
T. 0121 629 0892 


The Power to Surprise 


Fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the Kia Sportage range are: Urban 31.0 (9.1) - 47.1 (6.0), Extra Urban 46.3 (6.1) - 58.9 (4.8), Combined 39.2 (7.2) - 54.3 (5.2), C02 emissions: 189 - 
135 g/km; the Kia Picanto range are: Urban 39.2 (7.2) - 53.3 (5.3), Extra Urban 60.1 (4.7) - 78.5 (3.6), Combined 50.4 (5.6) - 67.3 (4.2). CO 2 emissions are 130-99 g/km. 

MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Terms and conditions apply. 7 year/100,000 mile warranty. See your local dealer or visit kia.co.uk for full warranty terms and exclusions. Finance Subject to Status, Guarantees and 
Indemnities may be required, 18's or over, Kia Motors Finance RH1 1SR. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 
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Harnessing 
the sun to 
make cars 
glow in dark 

By James Parker 

Nissan has become the first manufacturer to 
apply glow-in-the-dark car paint to showcase 
how its market-leading, all-electric LEAF is 
helping more and more people convert to so¬ 
lar energy at home. 

The manufacturer worked with inventor, Hamish 
Scott, creator of STARPATH, which is a spray-applied 
coating that absorbs UV energy during the day so 
that it glows for between eight and 10 hours when the 
sun goes down. 

While glowing car paint is already available, as are glow- 
in-the-dark car wraps, the bespoke, ultraviolet-energised 
paint created especially for Nissan is unique thanks to its 
secret formula made up of entirely organic materials. It 
contains a very rare natural earth product called Strontium 
Aluminate, which is solid, odourless and chemically and bi¬ 
ologically inert. 

Various third-party companies have applied non-organic 
glow-in-the-dark paint to vehicles before but Nissan is the 
first car maker to directly apply such technology. Nissan’s 
unique paint, if made commercially available, would last for 
25 years. 

With running costs of just two pence* or less per mile to 
run, the UK’s 7,500 plus Nissan LEAF owners have reported 
significant savings and are using the money they save on 
a wide variety of items; among the more popular of these 
are solar panels for the home, which decreases the house¬ 
hold carbon footprint and means owners are also effectively 
charging their vehicle for free. 

Research revealed recently by Nissan showed that 89% 
of LEAF owners charge their cars at home overnight. Al¬ 
though solar panels do not store energy or provide it out¬ 
side of daylight, any leftover power generated during the 
day is fed back into the national grid and homeowners can 
get a Government payment for it, meaning that the overnight 
charge is already paid for. 

LEAF owner Ian Finch is one of those who has combined 
the savings offered by running an all-electric vehicle with so¬ 
lar panels to power his home. 

“Running the Nissan LEAF costs a sixth of the amount 
we’d pay to run a diesel or petrol car,” he said. “Overall, we 
are probably using 25% less electricity thanks to our solar 
panels and it’s a fantastic experience to be able to drive the 
LEAF using electricity that’s been produced completely for 
free.” 

To hear more on LEAF charging using solar energy, see 
the full interview with Ian here: http://youtu.be/xM9XRn1am- 
qQ 

Nissan Motor GB Limited EV manager, Paul O’Neill, said: 
“The Nissan LEAF is a shining beacon of sustainability and 
the future of motoring. Not only is it saving our customers 
money in running costs but it we are now seeing how it is 
helping people become more environmentally sensitive by 
reducing their carbon footprint.” 

See more of Nissan’s glow-in-the-dark car by viewing 
http://youtu.be/nKj2sEpg1xg 



14/63 Corsa 
1.2 SE 5 door 


NOW ONLY 


£7499 



VAUXHALL NETWORK Q USED CARS 


QUALITY USED CARS ••• 


VAUXHALL AGILA 

2011/61 Agila 1.2 SE5dr Hatch Automatic, Olympic White, 16000 miles. £7200 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 

2015/15 Astra 1.4 Excite 5dr Hatchback, Flame Red, 10 miles. £ 12995 

2011/61 Astra 1.6 Elite 5dr Hatchback, Sovereign Silver, 6807 miles. £9400 

2011/61 Astra 1.6 Exclusiv 5dr Estate Automatic, Sovereign Silver, 22749 m ....£7500 
2011/61 Astra 1.6 Exclusiv 5dr Estate Automatic, Silky Shadow, 30866 miles ...£6500 

2014/14 Astra 1.6 SRi 5dr Hatchback, Carbon Flash, 16700 miles. £10750 

2014/14 Astra 1.7 CDTi SRi exoFLEX S/S 5dr Hatch, Flip chip Silver, 12738 m. £ 12000 
2014/64 Astra 2.0 CDTi Elite S/Nav 950 5dr Estate Auto, Carbon Flash, 2322 m .£15500 
2011/11 Astra 2.0 CDTi SE 5dr Estate Automatic, Carbon Flash, 25632 miles ....£8800 

2011/11 Astra 2.0 CDTi SE 5dr Hatchback, Technical Grey, 45317 miles. £8000 

2014/14 Astra 2.0 CDTi Sport GTC S/S 3dr Hatch, Power Red, 12580 miles. £12600 

2013/63 Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi 5dr Estate Automatic, Olympic White, 15000 m.. £16000 
2014/64 Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi SAT NAV950 5dr Hatch, Power Red, 3774 miles . £13200 
2011/61 Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi Start/Stop 5dr Estate,Techinal Grey, 33856 miles ..£9000 

2014/64 Astra 2.0 Tech Line GT CDTI 5dr Hatch, Olympic White, 5444 m. £14600 

VAUXHALL CASCADA 

2014/14 Cascada 1.4 Elite S/S 2dr Convertible, Olympic White, 3500 miles.... £18000 

VAUXHALL CORSA 

2012/12 Corsa 1.2 Active A/C 3dr Hatchback, Flame Red, 10265 miles. £7000 

2013/63 Corsa 1.2 Energy 3dr Hatchback, Olympic White, 2841 miles. £7700 

2015/15 Corsa 1.2 Limited Edition 3dr Hatchback, Flame Red, 10 miles. £12000 

2015/15 Corsa 1.2 Sting 3dr Hatchback, Flame Red, 10 miles. £8665 

2014/14 Corsa 1.3 CDTi SEecoFLEX5dr Hatchback, Silver Lake, 4500 miles.. £10500 

2014/64 Corsa 1.4 Exite3dr Hatchback, Summit White, 12 miles. £9475 

2012/12 Corsa 1.4 SE 5dr Hatchback Automatic, Sovereign Silver, 4000 miles ..£8700 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 

2014/14 Insignia 2.0 Bi Turbo Elite Nav 5dr Estate Auto, Sov/Silver, 5000 m. £22000 

2011/61 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi 5dr Hatch, Olympic White, 23000 miles. £10000 

2011/61 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi 5dr Hatch, Sovereign Silver, 9839 miles. £10000 

2011/61 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi 5dr Hatch Auto, Olympic White, 24714 miles. £9700 

2011/111nsignia 2.0 CDTi SRi 5dr Hatch, Carbon Flash, 38000 miles. £9200 

2012/61 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi Nav 5dr Hatch,Technical Grey, 24500 miles. £10000 



2011/61 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi Nav 5dr Hatch, Panacotta, 32278 miles. £9200 

VAUXHALL MERIVA 

2012/61 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv 5drMPV, Sovereign Silver, 21398 miles. £6500 

2011/11 Meriva 1.4 SE5drMPV, Carbon Flash, 30422 miles. £7500 

2011/11 Meriva 1.4 SE 5dr MPV, Sovereign Silver, 9450 miles. £7500 

2011/61 Meriva 1.4 SE 5dr MPV, Carbon Flash, 32000 miles. £7400 

2011 /61 Meriva 1.4 SE 5dr MPV, Olympic White, 38000 miles. £7000 

2010/60 Meriva 1.7 CDTi Exclusiv A/C 5dr MPV, Oriental Blue, 25042 miles. £6700 

VAUXHALL MOKKA 

2015/15 Mokka 1.6 Exclusive Start/Stop 5dr Hatchback, Flare Red, 10 m £14900 

2013/63 Mokka 1.7 CDTi SE S/S 5dr Hatch, Summit White, 4017 miles. £17500 

2014/64 Mokka 1.7 CDTi Tech Line S/S 5dr Hatch, Summit White, 4956 m. £17400 

2014/14 Mokka 1.7 CDTi Tech Line S/S 5dr Hatch, Deep Expresso, 14000 m..£ 14700 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 

2012/61 Zafira 1.6 Exclusiv 5dr MPV, Power Red, 23201 miles. £8300 

2011/61 Zafira 1.6 Exclusiv 5dr MPV, Waterworld Blue, 20292 miles. £8500 

2011/61 Zafira 1.7 CDTi Design ecoFLEX 5dr MPV, Flame Red, 27155 miles. £9000 

2011/61 Zafira 1.7 CDTi Elite ecoFLEX 5dr MPV, Sovereign Silver, 32231 miles .£9000 
2012/61 Zafira 1.7 CDTi Exclusiv ecoFLEX 5dr MPV, Waterworld Blue, 17309 m..£9200 

2011/61 Zafira 1.8 Design 5dr MPV, Carbon Flash, 24091 miles. £8500 

2013/63 Zafira 2.0 CDTi SRi Tourer S/S 5dr MPV, Carbon Flash, 11000 miles ..£16000 

OTHER MAKES 

2013/13 Chevrolet Aveo 1.2 LS 5dr Hatchback, Borcay Blue, 8350 miles. £6500 

2013/62 Chevrolet Aveo 1.3 VCDi LTZ 5dr Hatchback, Borcay Blue, 11015m ...£7700 

2013/63 Chevrolet Cruze 1.6 LT 5dr Estate, Mystic moonlight Blue, 8000 m. £8600 

2012/61 Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LT5dr MPV, Velvet Red, 15671 miles. £7000 

2012/61 Chevrolet Orlando 2.0 VCDi LT 5dr MPV Auto, Pewter Grey, 19066 m £8600 
2006/06 Fiat Panda 1.2 4x4 5dr Hatchback, Light Blue Metallic, 16000 miles ....£4000 

2009/09 Ford Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5dr Hatchback, Hot Magenta, 46500 miles. £6000 

2012/62 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec 5dr Hatch, Frozen White, 26202 miles. £9300 

2006/56 Honda Jazz 1.3 SE 5dr Hatchback Auto, Vivid Blue, 29000 miles. £5000 

2009/59 Peugeot 308 SW1.6 S 5dr Estate Auto, Diamond Silver, 12500 miles ..£6000 
2011/11 smart fortwo 1.0 Passion S/Nav 2dr Coupe Auto, Deep Black, 27000 m..£5000 
2010/59 Toyota Auris 1.6 SR V-matic 5dr Hatchback, Island Blue, 22000 miles. £7000 


BRINDLEY VAUXHALL WEDNESBURY 0121 696 4765 


57 Bridge Street, Wednesbury WS10 0AH 

Also at: Main A5, Cannock WS11 1SH Tel. 01543 406745 


www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 


14/14 Vauxhall Astra 1.6i 16v SRi 5dr finance example: Cash price £10,749.00, Brindley deposit contribution £750.00, Customer deposit £2,292.25, Amount of credit £9,999.00, Acceptance fee £199.00, End fee £99.00, Total 
I charges £2,144.26, Optional final payment £6,404.75, Balance payable £12,144.26, Total amount payable £12,893.26, monthly payment of (inc Acc. fee) £372.28,1 monthly payments of £1732.28, final payment of (inc End fee) 
I £4,666.50, Duration of agreement 43 months, Selected annual mileage 6,000, Excess mileage charge per mile 14.9p, Representative 8.5% APR. For more information on Network Q contact BrindleyVauxhallorvisitwww.networkq.co.uk. We 
I are licensed credit brokers. Part of the Brindley Garages Group - keeping the West Midlands motoring since 1931. *0n price new. Pictures for illustration only. 
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THERE’S NEVER BEEN A BETTER TIME 
THAN THIS WEEKEND TO HAVE A GREAT 
DEAL AT DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

FURTHER SAVINGS ACROSS OUR USED CAR SELECTION AND A 
GUARANTEED MINIMUM £500.00 PART EXCHANGE ALLOWANCE!! 

(TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY) 

MINIMUM PX ALLOWANCE APPLIES TO ANY CAR WITH A VALID MOT TEST CERTIFICATE 


14/14 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2.0 CDTI (115PS) Sportive Van 2.9t Euro 5 LWB 

Diesel, White, Delivery miles . £13,995+VAT 


14/14 VAUXHALL VIVARO 1.6 SWB Diesel, New Shape/New Model, 

Silver, delivery miles. £14,995+VAT 

12/61 PEUGEOT 207 Convertible Sport, Black, 16,000 miles. £7550 

08/08 ZAFIRA 1.9 ENERGY GDTi Auto, Blue, 27,000 miles. £6995 

13/63 C0RSA 1.2 Limited Edition White, 3-door, 7,500 miles. £9250 

11/61 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 Sri, red, 66,000 miles. £7,250 

09/59 AGILA DESIGN 1.2 Blue, 32,000 miles. £4995 

11/11 ASTRA SRi 1.6 Auto, Silver, 42,000 miles. £6995 

11/61 VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.2 LTD EDITION Yellow, 12,500 miles. £8350 

13/13 INSIGNIA 1.8 Exclusiv Blue, 5-door, 33,000 miles. £8495 

12/62 VAUXHALL C0RSA LIMITED EDITION Yellow, 13k miles. £8995 

13/13 INSIGNIA 1.8 Exclusiv Grey, 5-door, 33,000 miles. £8495 

11/11 VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.4 SE 5-dr, Silver, 35,000 miles. £6995 

08/08 VAUXHALL C0RSA1.4 Design Blue, 3-door, 61,552 miles. £4795 

13/13 VAUXHALL ANTARA 2.2 CDTi Exclusiv 5 door, Black, 11 k miles. £12995 

11/61 VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.4i 16V Excite Black, 5 door, 12k miles. £7495 

04/54 MINI CONVERTIBLE 1.6 One Met Blue 2 door, 68k miles. £4995 

08/08 FORD FUSION 1.4TDCI ZETEC Silver, 5 door, 36k miles. £5250 

07/57 VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.2116V DESIGN Blue, 3 door, 37k miles. £5295 

09/09 VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.4116V DESIGN Silver, 5door, 45k miles. £5295 

13/13 VAUXHALL ANTARA 2WD EXCLUSIV CDTI 21,000 miles, White .. £13250 

13/63 VAUXHALL ANTARA 2WD DIAMOND CDTI Silver, Leather, 

Sat Nav. £14650 

14/14 VAUXHALL M0KKA EXCLUSIV Blue, 4,000 miles. £14995 

14/14 VAUXHALL M0KKA EXCLUSIV Cdti AUTOMATIC White, 

12,000 miles. £16995 

14/14 VAUXHALL C0RSA DESIGN 1.2 3 door, Air Con, 

Choice of Colours. £7995 

13/13 VAUXHALL C0RSA SX11.4 5 door, Air Con, 

Choice of Colours. From £7995 

14/14 VAUXHALL C0RSA SX11.4 3 door, Air Con, 

Choice of Colours. From £8495 

09/59 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.81WT SRi Grey, 3 door, Exterior Pack, 

Low Miles. £6995 

11/11 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA SRI SAT NAV CDTI Black, 38,000 miles. £9995 

11/11 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA SRI SAT NAV CDTI Grey, 38,000 miles. £9995 

13/63 VAUXHALL CASCADA CONVERTIBLE Silver, Full Leather, 

Sat Nav. £20995 

03/03 SKODA FABIA 1.4 Bronze, 5 door, 48,000 miles. £1995 

07/07 FORD FIESTA 1.25 Silver, 3 door, 55,000 miles. £3995 

05/55 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 Red, 5 door, 59,165 miles. £3995 

14/14 VAUXHALL M0KKA Exclusiv 1.6 petrol, choice of colours. From £13995 


09/58 JAGUAR XF LUXURY Diesel Automatic, Sat Nav, 

Grey £39k miles. £14995 

07/57 MINI SIDEWALK CONVERTIBLE Stunning Car, Leather, Alloys Etc.. £7995 
11/61 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA EXCLUSIV SPORTS TOURER White, 

Black Leather, Alloys, 46,000 miles. £10495 

14/14 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA SR11.8 PETROL, 5 door, Silver, 12,000 miles, 

Latest Model. £12495 

14/14 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA SR11.8 PETROL, 5 door, red, 

12,000 miles, latest model. £12495 

10/60 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 EXCLUSIVE NEW SHAPE, Grey, 

50,000 miles. £5995 

13/63 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA TOURER SE CDTI Blue, 12,000 miles. £14995 

13/63 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA TOURER SE CDTI Grey, 2,000 miles. £14995 

14/14 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA TOURER EXCLUSIV 1.8 PETROL, Met Brown, 

17,000 miles. £12995 

14/64 VAUXHALL CORSA LTD EDITION 5 door, Phantom Grey, 

Only 10 miles, Choice. £11495 

12/62 VAUXHALL CORSA LTD EDITION Chilli Orange, 25,000 miles. £8995 

05/05 FORD FIESTA Blue, 73,000 miles. £2850 

05/05 RENAULT MODUS Beige, 43,504 miles. £3995 

06/06 PEUGEOT 2061.4 VERVE Blue, 29,766 miles. £3995 

05/05 VW BEETLE 1.6 Red, 59,195 miles. £3995 

06/06 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.8 SRI XP Silver, 64,882 miles. £4350 

05/05 VW POLO 1.4 TWIST TDI Black, 50,570 miles. £4395 

02/02 MERCEDES BENZ C CLASS 1.8 C230K Silver, 6,822 miles. £4495 

06/56 MERCEDES BENZ A CLASS A150 SE Silver, 55,509 miles. £4995 

08/08 PEUGEOT 3081.6 HDI Black, 55,108 miles. £5250 

03/03 MINI COOPER S1.6 Blue, 82,000 miles. £4250 

09/09 AUDI A3 1.8 SPORT TFSI CONVERTIBLE Blue, 59,000 miles. £10495 

06/56 SAAB 9-3 VECTOR SPORT TID Grey, 4 door, 42,000 miles. £4995 

06/06 ASTRA LIFE CDTI 90 Red, 5 door, 65,000 miles. £4450 

08/58 M0NDE0 1.8 ZETEC TDCI ESTATE Green, 86,000 miles. £4995 

07/07 MAZDA 31.6 KATAN0 Silver, 37,000 miles. £4995 

06/56 TIGRA1.4 EXCLUSIVE Silver, 44,000 miles. £3995 

13/13 VAUXHALL ADAM JAM 1.2 Red, 17k miles. £8995 

14/14 VAUXHALL ADAM SLAM 1.2 Green, 8,000 miles. £13995 

13/13 VAUXHALL ADAM JAM 1.2 Red, 12,000 miles. £9150 

09/09 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SPORT CONVERTIBLE 49,000 miles. £5995 

11/11 VAUXHALL ASTRA ESTATE SE 1.6 AUTOMATIC Grey, 8,000 miles.. £7995 

12-62 VAUXHALL CORSA LTD EDITION 5 door, Yellow, 13k miles. £8995 

14-14 VAUXHALL CASCADA 1.4 TURBO CONVERTIBLE Nougat, 9k miles. £15495 

08-08 PEUGEOT 207 SW ESTATE Blue, 54k miles. £4995 


DUDLEY]MOTOR COMPANY 

TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 

01384 4541OO www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


New BMW2 
Series Gran 
Tourer offers 
top package 

By Matt Kimberley 


The new BMW 2 Series Gran Tourer is the 
first premium compact model to offer up to 
seven seats and fully meet the mobility re¬ 
quirements of young families. 

Compact exterior dimensions go hand in hand with 
tremendous flexibility on the inside: a sliding second 
row of seats with adjustable backrest, a third row of 
seats that fold into the floor, and provision for up to 
five universal child seats are just some of the features 
on offer. 

The new BMW 2 Series Gran Tourer is available with a 
choice of five turbocharged petrol and diesel engines, all 
sourced from BMW’s latest engine family. With either three 
or four-cylinders, these advanced powerplants offer superb 
efficiency and, in the case of the 220i and 220d, a 0-62mph 
time as low as 7.8 seconds. 

The 220d xDrive is also the only car in its class to team 
four-wheel drive with seven-seat capability. 

The new BMW 2 Series Gran Tourer possesses compact 
dimensions of just 4,556mm x 1,800mm x 1,612mm (L x W 
x H), sharing its advanced front-wheel-drive architecture - 
including the transversely mounted engines - with the BMW 
2 Series Active Tourer. 

However, it comfortably accommodates up to seven peo¬ 
ple, while simultaneously offering a generous load compart¬ 
ment that extends from 560 to 1,820-litres. 

The Gran Tourer is 214mm longer and 53mm higher than 
the BMW 2 Series Active Tourer, but a longer wheelbase of 
2,780mm provides a further significant increase in space in¬ 
side the vehicle. 

The higher roofline allows occupants to sit tall and up¬ 
right, affording excellent all-round vision, as well as aiding 
ingress and egress. Legroom, particularly in the rear, is 
comparable with that of many luxury cars. Three universal 
child seats can be mounted in the second row, and a further 
two universal child seats can be fitted in the third row. 

By sliding the rear seat fore or aft by 130mm, either load 
capacity or second row knee-room can be prioritised. The 
backrest can also be adjusted to enhance comfort in the 
three rear seats or to create extra luggage space. 

If maximum stowage space is required, the 40:20:40-split 
rear seat backrest can be remotely unlocked by pressing 
a button in the boot, then folded down to create an almost 
level cargo floor. The front passenger backrest can also be 
lowered to allow long objects such as sports equipment up 
to 2.60m in length to be transported. 

Access to the load compartment couldn’t be easier thanks 
to the large, broad and wide-opening tailgate, which can be 
opened and closed automatically by push button operation 
or, optionally, touch-free via a sensor below the rear bumper. 

The new BMW 2 Series Gran Tourer comes as standard in 
the UK with third row seats offering generous space for two 
additional passengers. 

Five lightweight, powerful and fuel-efficient petrol and die¬ 
sel engines will be available at launch in the new BMW 2 
Series Gran Tourer, all featuring the latest BMW TwinPower 
Turbo technology with either three or four cylinders. 

All engines in the range comply with the EU6 exhaust 
standard. Power is sent to the front wheels via a six-speed 
manual gearbox; as an option, BMW offers a six-speed Step- 
tronic transmission for the three-cylinder engines, while the 
four-cylinders motors can be coupled with an eight-speed 
Steptronic transmission (standard in the BMW 220d xDrive 
Gran Tourer). 

All transmissions feature the Auto Start Stop function, 
which improves fuel economy, while the Steptronic version 
also offers an efficiency-boosting coasting function. 

In addition to the standard SE version outlined above, the 
new BMW 2 Series Gran Tourer is available in three other 
model variants, each with their own particular emphasis: 
Sport, Luxury and M Sport. Moreover, a host of options are 
available for enhancing the specification yet further, both in¬ 
side and out. 






















































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


When you need us 
we’ll be there 

• Pre-paid funeral plans and free legal advice 

• Quality funerals 

The co-operative funeralcare 

Central England Co-operative 


359 High Street, 

West Bromwich 


| 24-26 Birmingham Street, 

Oldbury 

0121 525 1909 I 0121 552 1170 V |§r 

www.centralengland.coop/funeralcare 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

IP Dignity- 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


lost & found 


LOST 

Female Japanese Akita. 
Red and white, spayed, very 
old, microchipped, Sandwell 
Street, Walsall, Tuesday, 
February 17. 

Reward for safe return. 
Telephone 07810 497681. 


Family 


SANDWELL TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 
Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11+ , SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 


can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 


Leisure 

Time 


WANTED OUTBOARD MOTOR, 

any size considered, reasonably 
priced. 01922 492321. 


INDOOR CAR BOOT SALE. Every 
lay 12 noon-2prr 
t Coi-—* 


FOR SALE 

Cheap 10ft wide 3 bedroom 
/8 berth static caravan 

ONE OWNER 
FROM NEW, £6,995 

Site fees paid for 2015 season 
Sited on Ty Mawr Holiday Park, 
Towyn, North Wales. Fantastic 
facilities, live entertainment 
every night, kids club. Adventure 
playground, multi-sports courts. 
Indoor heated swimming pool with 
flume and lots more 
Family circumstances have caused the 
sale. We have loved our caravan and all 
the great times we have had at the park 

Call 07946 350132 
for more information 


ACE AWARD, 2008, 4 berth 
caravan, fixed bed, fridge, oven, 
microwave, separate shower, 
excellent condition, £7,450 ono. 

07800 823395. 

AVONDALE WINDSOR 640-6, 
2006, twin axle, 6-berth Family 
caravan, all usual extras, good con¬ 
dition. £4,500 ono. 07950 956779. 



PREMIUM HOLIDAY HOME 


On 140 acre 5 star Park with 
views of The Mavern Hills, 
fishing, pet friendly. 

12 month seson. 

£9,500. 

Call Richie on 07704 392028. 

Fall caravans1 

WANTED 

l Any Age or Condition \ 

i *CASH* ! 
! *WAITING* j 

* Immediate collection * 
: Call Bob on 07787 833833: 


WANTED CARAVAN, anything 
considered, can pick up as soon 
as possible. 

07717 090817. 


FREE PIANO. Good condition. Need 
own transport to collect. 

07860 522200. 


MUSICIANS WANTED 

Experienced Guitarist seeks 


‘MALE OR FEMALE* 
“‘MUSICIANS*** 


To form A Classic Rock Covers 
Band. 


07535 159075. 


HORIZON T941 electric treadmill, 
very good condition. All acces¬ 
sories. £200 ono. Must collect. 
01922 861829. 


Free 




IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



clairvoyance 


CLAIRVOYANT JOHN STARKEY. 

Private appointments, phone read¬ 
ings. New office Great Barr. 01902 
334224. www.john-starkey.com 


UNISEX MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

All areas covered. Over 10 years 
experience. Call 07792 868474. 



Oddfellows Events presents... 

ANTIQUES & 
COLLECTABLES FAIR 
SUNDAY 1st MARCH 

8.30AM - 3.30PM at 
Holiday Inn Hotel, Walsall 

M6 Junct 10, 5 mins from 
M54 & M5 WS2 0BS 
Full Restaurant & Bar 

FREE PARKING 
Enquiries 07754 109570 

£1.50p OTD 


Home & 
Services 



Luxury ortho double divan set complete £99. 
Double mattress £69. Memory master extra 
thick divan set £129 / £159. Mattress £99. 
Budget single divan £49, double £79. Metal 
fashion beds singles £49, doubles £69. 
DIRECT FROM OUR FACTORY 
fi^rrmrr^rTTTCT^ 

Major cards accepted. 
Recliner sofas 
MANY HALF PRICE 

Leather and fabric 
chairs from £29 
Sofas from £99. Suites from £249 
Hundreds of end of line and 
clearance bargains 



BEDROOM FURNITURE 

Chest of drawers, 2 mirrors, 2 
side tables, 1 oval chest 
of drawers Quality furniture. 

Telephone 01922 645251. 


SELL YOUR 


UNWANTED 


ITEMS 


Fast, Easy and Local 
Furniture, kitchen appliances, 
gardening equipment etc etc 
We have a package to suit 
every budget. 

Packages start from as little as 

£19.50 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


01902 317878 


YEW SIDEBOARD 5ft long, excel¬ 
lent condition, £60. 

01922 402437. 


A BIG CLEAR OUT For new stock. 
Autos from £95, T dryers from £79, 
new electric cookers from £149, 
gas from £155, gas electric fires, 
fridge freezers at low prices. All 
cards accepted. Past & Present 24- 
26 Church St Bilston (opposite 
Town Hall). Call: 01902 403770 
FRIDGE FREEZER in excellent 
condition, £90. Can deliver. 07437 
737 359. 


Top Soil, 

■ Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 


SPECIAL OFFERS 

6X5 0/LAP £16 (inc vat) 

Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 
WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 
MUSHROOM COMPOST, Bags: 5 
£17.50, 10 £30, 20 £50, 70 £150. 
Delivered. 01386 442882. 

eveshammarketgardener.co.uk 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


BLACK AND DECKER 
ITEMS 

Black and Decker electric 
Sander, 155w, KA220E, £15. 
Black and Decker 2 speed 
Hammer Drill, 240v, 350w, £15. 
Black and Decker Hedgetrim- 
mer 41, cordless, 4f0mm, 
battery is 14.4v, £15. 

All in good condition. 
Telephone 01543 468844. 


POWER TOOLS for sale, individu¬ 
ally priced. Building trade standard, 
excellent condition. From £50 ono. 
01384 859003. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

0121 602 2569/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 


FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 

Tickets and other sports 
memorabilia. 

Top prices paid for the 
right item. 

Call Paul on 01543 251743. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
PCs available. 

0121 556 9481 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



accountants 


Accounts Bookkeeping and Tax 

Returns. Self Employed and Small 
Businesses. Call Carol Now on 
07941 944197 

www.woodlandsaccounts.co.uk 


aerials 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 335 899. 





alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


carpet & upholstery 
cleaning 


A CUSS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


carpet fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 
820598/07941 619694. 


c 


blinds 


Made-to-measure 

BUNDS SALE 

50%OFF 

selected blinds, curtains & shutters 


TO BOOK A FREE APPOINTMENT 
WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR 

call 0800 916 6563 

ORVISITHILLARYS.CO.UK 

HILLARYS 



MEASURING & FITTING INCLUDED 


ROMANS • ROLLERS • VENETIANS 
VERTICALS • CURTAINS • SHUTTERS AWNINGS 
CONSERVATORY BLINDS 

Blind may not match discount shown. T's & C's apply. 


AB'Blinds 

Super 6 

6 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £169 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589 or 0800 335 899. 


driveways & 
patios 


DRIVEWAYS & BLOCK PAVING 

at discount prices. Call MB Paving 
0121 5201352/07977 327715. 


fencing 


PORTWAY FENCING 

^SPECIAL OFFER* 
10 Bays of quality fencing 
concrete posts, gravel boards & 
heavy duty panels supplied and fitted 

lop £69 570(31 

www.portwayfencing.com 
83 Portway Rd, Wednesbury, WS10 7DZ 
Office: 0121 531 5250 
Mobile: 07866 137656 


gates 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 

§ uotes, also repairs & fitting. 07903 
00642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years expe¬ 
rience in supplying gates and rail- 
ings.Call: 07: 


handyman 
v services 


— HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


carpentry & 
V_ joinery 




Kitchen and fitted wardrobe Specialists 
• Doors, floors and staircases 
All plastering projects catered for 
Domestic and Commercial 


www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 

0121 531 0264 / 
07903 234 137 


house clearances 


3 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Ercol and Teak 
furniture wanted 

Call now on: 

01922 492007 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


painters 
y decorators 


£J 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

sevice by RC Decorating. Free 
competitve quotes: 07773 025880. 
C&D DECORATING Coving/ dado/ 
laminated flooring. Free quotes/ 
-- 07973 286288 


OAP discount. C 
MFR DECORATORS. Internal/exte¬ 
rior. No job too small. Sensible 
prices. Free quotes. 07837 826372. 


plastering 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


removals 


ABIE REMOVALS 

Local & Distance 
Domestic & Commercial 


Moves from only £99 

Call 07870 341089 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209/01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07899 635852. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 
PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 


C W DOORS 

DOOR SUPPLIER AND FITTERS 

SPECIAL OFFERS! 

• 6 Panel white grained doors, supplied and 
fitted £54.50 each 

• 6x6 Panel pre-painted doors fully fitted for 
£375 complete with handles 

• NEW! 6x6 Panel pre-painted and plastic 
coated doors fully fitted only £405! 

• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 

• Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

• Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
07810122133 



JD ROOFING 

Flat, main, chimney/gutter repairs 

FREE QUOTES 

01902 752161 / ▲ 

07538 118034 24 hr 


skip hire 


^T3/./t/| 

EjXIPEj 


FFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


[HMumin 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


tree services 


BUDGET TREE SURGERY, hedge 
trimming. Drive, patio & path jet 
washing. Call Adam on 07936 
882552 or 0121 5053558. 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


AIRGUNS, SHOTGUNS, antique 
guns, taxidermy and fishing memo¬ 
rabilia wanted. 07968 624202 

WEBLEY LONGBOW .22 air rifle 
little used with scope, bag and 
silencer, cost £400, accept £150 
01922 478260 / 07816 135670. 
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ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 • www.expressandstar.com/classifiedads 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


AQUARIUM For sale, 200 litres, 
including cabinet and lighting unit, 
light oak colour, £125 ono offers. 
01922 647302. 


JACK, LOVELY FOUR YEAR 
OLD YORKSHIRE TERRIER, 

Neutered, vaccinated, 
microchipped, seeks loving 
forever home offering long 
walks and cuddles. No Cats. 
Must have secure garden. 
Donation required. 

All homes checked. 

0121 4201703 or 
0121 429 5196. 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 


BTC PROPERTIES 
UNITS AND OFFICES 
TO LET 


6,000 Sq Ft Yard 
High St Tipton 
1000 Sq Ft Unit Coseley 
Offices also available. 
Flexible terms 

Call 01902 497696 or 07788 591679 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 



commercial | 

premises I 

BLACKHEATH 2000Sq Ft and 2500 
Sq Ft, good security and access, 
from £130 + Vat 07787 831407 


UNITS TO LET 
1500sq ft and 2400sq ft, 
Brierley Hill town centre 

Good Rates. Contact anytime 
and please leave message 

01746 710179. 


Property 


A BETTER CASH DEAL PAID 

52 628— ' eVer V time - 


HOME CASH BUYER 

WILL PAY 15K MORE 
Complete within 7 days 

Ring Paul, 
07870 341089 


CALL US FIRST FOR THE TOP 
PRICE for your house. 
0800 169 1118. 

DON’T SELL Before calling me First. 
Call Richard now: 

07756 022973. 

FORGET THE REST We pay 100% 
of purchase price always 
0800 085 6626. 

GET THE BEST PRICE 

For your house from me now 
0121 308 7786. 


properties wanted 


NEED TO SELL YOUR 
PROPERTY? 

Being repossessed? Have negative equity? Property in poor state? 

wmW. 


Call Richard now - 07814469056 



We guarantee to beat any tike for tike quote! 

• Reposessions STOPPED * Probate Estates Welcome 
•Houses bought in ANY condition Mortgages/ Loa ns Cleared 


www.oakwood-homebuyers.com 


•Legal fees PAID 

100121 0007 


freephone 


i r - 


CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS! 


Friendly, local company here to help you 7 days a week. Est^^years i‘ 



iJwUrt 

All Black Country 

01902 21 31 21 




NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

BEDSITS TO LET Single person 
only. Rugeley and Hednesford. 
Over 30’s. 07932 904898. 

BLOXWICH Bedsit in secure build¬ 
ing, own kitchen / bathroom, 
£250pcm plus bills. Deposit / refer¬ 
ence required. No DSS / pets. Age 
restriction applies. 07502 106629. 

STUDIO Flat f/ f bills included, p/p, 
deposit negotiable, nr S’well Hospi¬ 
tal. 07828 504083 / 07449 301735 


GREENLAWNS, TIPTON. Bedsits 
with ensuite. One bedroom Flat. 
DSS accepted. Call 0121 427 5478 
or 07833 532982. 

RUGLEY 3 BED SEMI CH, DG, 

breakfast/kitchen, lounge, rear 
garden. £134pw or £580pcm. 
07795 681812. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


SELL IT 


SELL IT 


01902 317878 



ClassifiedAds 


properties wanted 



01902 628060 or 0800 

Lines open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


Subject to terms 


Wolverhampton 

properties 


■ Legal fees paid ■ Guaranteed offer 

■ No fees ■ Repossessions stopped 

■ Any condition 

we can buy 
> your house in 



RAMSDENS 

Property 



ijr 


SELL FAST 


W Property investor needs 


properties in your area 


y Cash payments 

AND GET 

y We will cover all your 

A BETTER 

y Quicker service 

PRICE 

01922 689023 

L 

0800 731 1160 



▼" 7 . WE PAY 100% 

BC of purchase price 

H ) We buy any house 


BLACK 
COUNTRY 
HOMES 


1 We are a family run local business. 

• Buying properties for over 30 years. 

• A fair offer from people you can trust. 

• No fees - Free solicitors. 




www.blackcountry-homes.co.uk 

24 hrs | oUt ofiaf sfxt un&ex/ 

032 1718 01902 


Private 


PIILK 

run by women 


* No Fees* < 

» Any property < 

» Any condition < 

* Free confidential 
service 


, Any area* 

i Repossessions stopped 
1 Deceased estates 


OSOO 160 1118 call free 24 hours 01384 336087 


mi f. STOP f 

■III WE pay more J 



We are looking for houses in you 
take any type of property in any < 
Call us first - highest prices paid 


01922 689023 

straight forward investment solutions 




0800 313 4566 

01384 226086 


+SICK 

I of trying to sell your house 

Call the HOUSE DOCTOR 
Now for the best price 

0800 783 3225 

Ol 922 689023 


I 



etter 

ash 

deal 


Cash paid for your property 
Guaranteed offer* 

Free solicitors - no fees* _ 


0800 085 2455 
0121 308 7786 


Aston Wood Properties 



Its a simple as 
that, you get the 
best deal on your 
home from 

FIRST GENERAL 
HOMES 

0121 308 7786 
0800 917 1233 


One phone call 

solves all your problems 

sell your house now 


01902 628047 

0800 633 6226 


I BUY ANY HOUSE 
4 CASH 
QUICK AND 
EASY 
call Alex 
0800 111 44 
01543 499 032 
Anytime 




FAST CASH OFFER 
FOR YOUR HOUSE 

0800 500 3109 
01902 628060 



Sell your house 
We are just a 
phone call away 

■ Any circumstances 

■ Any condition 

■ No fees - fast completion 

0800 066 5558 

0121 274 0398 


DON’T DELAY 
CALL TODAY 

for a fast cash offer 


01384 226 087 
0800 633 5288 



Get Up to 100% For Your House 


HP Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
@P 100% Confidential. No obligation 



SOLD 




Springbok 


NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


24/THelplin* Q3QQ QQ2 5743 

B 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 
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full time - general 



CHALET FOR SALE 
Welshpool Area, 

2 beds 1 en-suite, separate 
bathroom/wc, Double glazed, 
central heating, sky tv, mains 
Utilities Fully Furnished, 
washer/dryer. Quiet Private 
countryside Park 
£59,950 ovno 
For Details call Mark 
07880 704034 
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Jobs 





KITCHEN FITTERS required for a 
decnt homes contract in Birming¬ 
ham. CSCS cards essential. 
Asbestos awareness required but 
will train if you don’t have it. Imme¬ 
diate start. Contact 01902 429101. 

THE BLYTH GROUP require experi¬ 
enced tradespeople with CSCS site 
work certification. Regular weekly 
paid site work - in Sandwell, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton. 

Just call 01902 745362 (out of 
hours 07904 050394) or email 
sales @ blythgroup.com 



CLASS 2 HIAB DRIVER wanted. 
Willing to train suitable applicant. 
Tipton. 07970 129855 after 6pm 
CLASS ONE (C + E) DRIVER 
wanted. Full time, permanent posi¬ 
tion with immediate start. Deliveries 
and collections of pallets & Trailer 
Exchanges. Short distance & up to 
150 miles radius Curtain Sided 
work. Minimum two years experi¬ 
ence with clean licence. 1st 
40hours @ £10.50p/h, £13p/h 
thereafter. West Bromwich. The 
Pallet Company Ltd 0121 520 
3070. NO AGENCIES. 


f eurox 

Professional Telesales Operative 

As a leading Workwear, corporate wear & PPE manufacturer, we are searching 
for an enthusiastic Telesales Operative to assist in the growth of our business. 
Key responsibilities are to make a significant number of outbound prospecting 
telephone calls per day, communicate the benefits of our services clearly 
and effectively, develop prospects into appointments for our external sales 
representatives through cold calling, whilst supporting focused marketing 
campaigns in order to achieve and exceed revenue targets. 

The ideal candidate will be a self-motivated, results driven and enjoy working 
under pressure. You will have proven cold calling telesales experience and will 
possess the ability to proactively generate new business. 
Excellent pay dependent on experience. 

Please send CV to mani.meen@eurox.co.uk 


Hall Green Works, Crankhall Lane, West Bromwich, West Midlands B71 3JZ. 

MAINTENANCE ELECTRICIAN REQUIRED 

A High Pressure Die Casting company require an experienced electrician 
with qualifications to C&G 2360/2391, knowledge of PLC logic and 
inverter controls. A good fault finder with industrial experience and TPM 
systems conversant. A working knowledge of hydraulics and pneumatics 
would be of an advantage. 

Good communication skills to deal with both internal and external 
stakeholders to achieve set targets and KPI’s in line with the company 
strategy for improvements. 

The job holder must be flexible and able to work shifts as designated. 
The package will be commensurate with the pay scales to similar 
positions within the West Midlands area. 

Applicants need to apply in the first 
stage to Mr Tom Bratby by way of a 
covering letter and a current C.V. 


Plant Driver 

7.5T Vehicle Driver - Midlands Area 


Experienced driver required for Rental Company: 
Access Equipment / Hydraulic Attachments. 

If you're helpful, friendly and a 'hands on' person who can work to high 
standards and wish to join a growing business, please apply. 

Salary is negotiable and in line with experience. Hours 45pw + 

Clean Licence, IPAF an advantage, CPC card required. 

Send your CV FAO Simon Lewin (Regional 

Manager) by email: midlands@sandhurst.co.uk Sandhurst 

or by Post to: Sandhurst Equipment Rental 

95 Giles Road, Oldbury, W. Midlands B68 8JQ www.sandhurst-rent.com 



Hall Green Works, Crankhall Lane,West Bromwich, B71 3JZ 



BARBER REQUIRED 

Also apprentice, 

Oldbury Tel 0121 422 4104. 


PART-TIME Experienced Stylist 
required, Cradley Heath. 
Telephone 01384 567676. 



20 HOME CARERS - £6.75ph + 
mileage, Full and part time 
positions, car drivers, 
Sandwell,Smethwick,Cradley 
Heath and Rowley Regis. Call 
Proline Care on 0121 687 8871 



msusu 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 

HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 

CPC Courses 
• Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available _ 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


CRH Transport TrainingTrain and 

Test at our centre in West Brom 
0121 3231777 crhtraining.co.uk 
NEED TO GET THE HOURS IN? 
CPC Driver Training. Contact QSP 
to book your course 0121 5652277 


MAINTENANCE FITTER 

A High Pressure Die Casting company require an experienced fitter with 
Pneumatic and Hydraulic qualifications to suit an industrial environment. 
They must also knowledge of TPM systems preferably with knowledge of 
die casting machines or within an industrial background. 

Good communication skills are required to deal with both internal and 
external stakeholders to achieve and maintain set targets and KPI’s, in 
line with the company’s strategy for improvement. 

The job holder must be flexible when needed and able to work shifts as 
designated. 

The package will be commensurate with the pay scales to similar 
positions within the West Midland Area. 

Applicants need to apply in the first 
stage to Mr Tom Bratby by way of a 
covering letter and a current C.V. 



RWINGEAR LTD 


Automatic Door & Access Control Engineer 

Experienced and fully conversant with all types of systems. 

Door & Window Engineer 

Experienced and fully conversant with all types of doors and windows. 

Roller Shutter Door, Barrier & Gate Engineer 

Will involve all aspect of manufacture, fabrication, installation and 
maintenance of all types of Industrial Door Systems, Barriers & Gates. 
Clean Driving Licence will be required in all cases 

Ring 0121 359 1744 or email on 

dorwingear-ltd@btconnect.com for an application form. 


RECOVERY DRIVERS / TECHNI¬ 
CIAN required for 24hr Recovery 
Company. Licence required to drive 
up to 7.5 tonne vehicle/CPC. 
Wages based on mechanical expe¬ 
rience. Tel: 07912 083487. 

PLANT HIRE DESK CONTROLLER 

- Permanent Role Hire Controller 
position available to work within a 
busy Plant Office dealing with cus¬ 
tomer enquiries for Hires, break¬ 
downs etc. Candidate must be 
computer literate with knowledge of 
industry. Immediate start for the 
right person. To apply please 
forward your CV to david.semper@ 
dooceygroup.co.uk or send to 
M & A Doocey Plant Hire Ltd, 
The Old Stables, Watery Lane, 
Tipton, DY4 8NA. 



courses 


BMW 318 4dr, 02 reg, full leather 
interior, fully loaded, full MoT, serv¬ 
iced, must be seen. £1,650 ono. 
0121 360 0539 / 07939 607161. 


“tl 


SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE 

“QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS " 

FREE ASSESSMENTS • FREE THEORY TEST TRAINING 

HGV, PCV, ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. 

DRIVER CPC COURSES & 

TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT COURSES 

CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR POP IN AND SEE US 

01902 312800 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 





CITROEN C4 EHDI 
EXCLUSIVE 

Automatic diesel, 61 reg, lady 
owner, 31,000 miles, glass 
sunroof with blind, 4 new tyres, 
immaculate. 

£8,000 ono. 

01922 448643. 


Fiddle & 

"MDOUI^ Bone Ltd 

I RKONF 4 Sheepcote Street, 

'wJKJBHSLJ Birmingham B16 8AE. 

HEAD CHEF & 
ASSISTANT HEAD CHEF REQUIRED 

Shine like our new kitchen and make 
a name for yourself at 

THE FIDDLE & BONE - BIRMINGHAM 




YES!!! 

It's re-opening 1st March 2015 
Contact: Earle 07850 586679 
Or Ria 07794 269917 


SELLINGJ 
YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£19.50 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALL 

01902 317878 


FIAT PANDA 1.2 

61 plate, FSH, 4,750 miles, 
long MoT, black, alloys, stereo, 
CD, showroom condition, 
1 lady owner 

£4,250 ono. 

07935 764900. 


FORD FIESTA LX, 1.25, blue, 05 
plate, full MoT, 66,250 miles, 
£1,700. 07799 151070. 


MITSUBISHI SHOGUN 
SPORT 

Black, 2.5, reg Dec 31,2005. 
MoT Dec 31,2015, 
genuine 57,030 miles, 

1 lady owner. 

£4.200. 

01889 505273. 



FORD TRANSIT SWB, Y reg, MoT 
end of November, £700. Cair07863 
105310 after 2pm. 


PEUGEOT PARTNER 


PROFESSIONAL HDi 


Black, May 2011,21,000 miles, 
side door, roof rack, towbar, 
aircon, MoT July, 1 previous 
owner, personal number plate 
included (X10AVE). 

£ 6 , 100 . 


07802 261446. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


SEAT IBIZA 1.9TDi 

Red, full service history, 
105k miles, MoT October 


2015. 

£1,825 ono. 
07980 857816. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


SKODA ROOMSTER 1.2 

2007, 56,700 miles, red, MoT 
until July 1.2 HTP petrol, full 
service history, new Roomster 
forces sale of much loved car. 

£2,750 ono. 

01543 279156. 


TOYOTA COROLLA 

2006,67,500 miles, silver, elec¬ 
tric windows, air bag, air con, 
alarm, long MoT, central 
locking, pas, stereo, CD, fsh, 
petrol. 

£2,870 ono. 

07927 653769. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 Exclusive, 
blue, 5 door, 06/12, fsh, 39,600 
miles, a/c, extremely good condi¬ 
tion, front as new tyres, £4,999. 
07891 288521. 

VAUXHALL CORSA, 2009, 33,000 
miles, silver, aircon, fsh, long MoT, 
one owner, pas, £4,000 ono. 
n74=;n 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


BMA 1 


Bit. Here- ZS Ytori 


A WIDE RANGE OF CARS 
UNDER £1,000 

Open every day 
Ol 902 490555 
Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 
www.bmamotors.co.uk 


FORD FOCUS C-MAX, 1600 petrol, 
2004, maroom in colour, MoT Nov, 
lady owner, very good condition, 
£1,200 ono. 0121 557 0659. 

FORD FOCUS MP3, 2003, 87,676 
miles, 1.8, 3 door, blue, e/w and 
mirrors, a/c, MoT, c/I, new cambelt, 
£895. 07947 716384. 

FORD SIERRA1992, 11 Months 
MoT, 1 owner from new. £545 ono. 

01384 626755. 


JAGUAR XJS VI2, 1988, MoT till 
August 2015, for parts. £1000 ono. 
0121 522 4543. 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2, MoT, excellent 
runner, new battery, cam belt, 
clutch, alloys, serviced September, 
£1,200 ono. 07584 030390. 

RENAULT SCENIC Dynamique, 1.5 
diesel, 54 Reg., 6 months MoT, fsh, 
91,180 miles, new tyres, £1,195 
o.n.o. 07859 011363. 

VAUXHALL TIGRA 2dr auto, 1.4, 
nice condition, 88k, petrol, long 
MoT, genuine reason for sale, 
£700. 01543 371602. 



I TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 


ANYTHING CONSIDERED 
FREE COLLECTION 
WITHIN THE HOUR! 7 DAYS 


01902 562853 |7T| 
07977 499516 V 
07895 346811- 24hrs 


A B SPARES 

Pays More 

Jl Scrap Cars & Vans Wanted 
Anything Considered 

Free Collection 

Scrap It Legally COD. Given Instant Payment. 

01902 493110 / 0121 525 5813 daytime 
01902 659775 evenings 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



BEST PRICE CAR + VAN HIRE 

Daily,Weekly, Call Practical 0121 
556 1315 practical.co.uk 



CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars and 
vans. Call 07585 664389. 



BASTABLES CAR SPARES Batter¬ 
ies, 3 yr warrenty. Antifreeze/ 
coolant. All seasons screenwash. 
0121 5522851 /0121 5448858 

I--r—N 
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Local 

Information 



LICENSING 
ACT 2003 


I, Goran Mohamad Salih of UK 
ZAWSZETOTAJ LIMITED 

22/24 Carters Green West 
Bromwich B70 9LW Herby give 
notice I have applied under S17 
Licensing and in accordance with 
S12 Licensing Act 2003 for a 
Premises Licence for the above 
mentioned premises, namely 

For the sale of alcohol for 
consumption off the premises, 
namely 

MON _ SUN 07:00- 23:00 

Any person wishing to make 
a representation regarding the 
application must do so in writing to, 
SANDWELL M.B.C TRADING 
STANDARDS LICENSING 
TEAM UNIT 33 CONEYGREE 
ROAD TIPTON DY4 8XR not 
later than 17TH March 2015. 
(Licensing_Team@sandwell.gov.uk)) 
A copy of the application may be 
inspected during normal business 
hours. 

It is an offence, liable on conviction 
to a fine up to level 5 on the 
standard scale, under section 158 
of the licensing act 2003 to make a 
false statement in or in connection 
with this application. 

PMB LICENSING 
AUTHORISED AGENTS 

DATED 17th Feb 2015 


Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 

A B Waste Management / 
Adisel Ltd of Junction Works, 
Cemetery Road, Darlaston, 
West Midlands WS10 8NA is 
applying to change an existing 
licence as follows: To add an 
operating centre to keep 20 
goods vehicles and 0 trailers at 
the old Need A Skip premises, 
Brandon Way, West Bromwich 
B70 9PQ. 

Owners or occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near 
the operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would 
be affected, should make 
written representations to 
the Traffic Commissioner at 
West Midlands Traffic Area 
Office, Hill Crest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds LS9 
6NF stating their reasons, 
within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the 
same time send a copy of 
their representations to the 
applicant at the address given 
at the top of this notice. A Guide 
to making representations 
is available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s Office. 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Lightwoods Road, Smethwick) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2015, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along 
Lightwoods Road between Sherwood Road and Anderson Road Smethwick. The 
maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 08/03/15, 
effective from 08/03/15. Traffic will be diverted via St Mary’s Road and Bearwood Road 
on the north of the closure and via Adkins Lane and Bearwood Road on the south of the 
closure (note there is no access into Adkins Lane off Bearwood Road). Purpose - 
replacement of a damaged manhole cover by Severn Trent Water. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Church Square, Oldbury) (Temporary Road Closure) 
Order 2015, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along Church 
Square, Oldbury. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be 
completed by 16/03/15, effective from 16/03/15. Traffic will be diverted via Birmingham 
Street, Halesowen Street, Canal Street and vice-versa. The provisions of The Sandwell 
Borough Council (Church Square, Oldbury) (One-Way Traffic and Prohibition of Waiting) Order 
1977 in so far as it relates to the one-way operation of Chuch Square will be temporarily 
suspended for the duration of the work. Waiting restrictions still apply. Purpose - 
reinstatement of the carriageway due to low utility boxes by Severn Trent Water. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Woods Lane, Cradley Heath) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2015, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along 
Woods Lane, Cradley Heath. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is 
expected to be completed by 22/03/15 (9.30hrs), effective from 21/03/15 (23.30hrs). 
Traffic will be diverted via Cradley Road, Chester Road and vice-versa. Purpose - 
maintenance work to the railway line by Network Rail. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Langley Green Level Crossing, Crosswells Road, 
Oldbury) (Temporary Road Closure) Order 2015, intends to temporarily prohibit any 
vehicles from proceeding along Crosswells Road, Oldbury between Western Road and 
Thompson Road. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be 
completed by 29/03/15 (09.30hrs) effective from 28/03/15 (23.30hrs). Traffic will be 
diverted via Western Road, Tat Bank Road, Vicarage Road and vice-versa. Purpose - 
safety works to Langley Green Level Crossing by Network Rail. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Cornwall Road, Smethwick) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2015, intends to make an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from 
proceeding along Cornwall Road, Smethwick from its junction with Rabone Lane for 
100 metres in a westerly direction. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work 
is expected to be completed by 21/04/15 effective from 09/03/15. Traffic will be diverted 
via Wattville Road, Downing Street and Booth Street and vice-versa on the north side 
of the closure, and Rabone Lane, Rolfe Street, Bridge Street North and Watville Road and 
vice-versa on the south side of the closure. Purpose - gas main renewal. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2010 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 


DC/15/57944 Mr Adam Taylor Bull Lane Works 
A T Plant Sales Brandon Way 
Ltd West Bromwich 

B70 9PQ 


Proposed part demolition to 
accommodate a waste transfer 
facility comprising of a 
weighbridge within the entrance 
and exit of the building, extended 
kerb access, external alterations 
to include new frontage, new door 
and access shutter. 


This is a major application. 

DC/15/57941 MrOmarAli The Lyng Open 
Barratt Homes Space 
West Midlands Lyttleton Street 
West Bromwich 


Proposed re-plan of part of area C 
of the Lyng Regeneration (Phase 4) 
with 75 No. 2,3,4,5 bed 
dwellings, garages, landscaping 
and boundary treatment (pursuant 
to approved applications - 
DC/10/51813 & DC/13/56349). 


This is a major application. 

DC/15/57919 MrSundeep Holloway Metals 

Dhillon Limited 

Holloway Metals Holloway Bank 

Limited Wednesbury 

WS10 0NT 


Proposed variation of condition 2 
of planning approval DC/12/55307 
to allow continued use as a scrap 
metal dealership and metal 
recycling depot. 


Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE 

(between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. 
Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) or via the Council’s Public Access website 
(www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

Mr Nick Bubalo, Area Director - Regeneration and Economy 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Elliotts Road, Tipton to Birmingham Canal 
via Union Street) Traffic Regulation Order 2015 

The Borough Council of Sandwell in exercise of its powers under Sections 1 and 2 of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all other enabling powers and in consultation 
with the Chief Officer of Police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the said Act of 
1984, proposes to make the following Order- 

No person shall cause or permit use by horses, any motor vehicle or non-mechanically 
propelled vehicles except pedestrians and pedal cycles to proceed in the restricted byway 
commencing at the eastern end of the footway forming part of the adopted highway 
known as Elliotts Road, Tipton in a north easterly direction to the Birmingham Canal via 
the adopted highway known as Union Street. 

A copy of the draft Order, including a map showing the restricted byway affected and a 
statement of reasons may be examined at Sandwell Council House, Oldbury, West 
Midlands during normal office hours. 

Any person wishing to object to the proposed Order may do so in writing to Mr Gurdip 
Nagra - Planning Officer, Regeneration and Economy, Sandwell Council House, Oldbury, 
West Midlands, B69 3DE or email: gurdip_nagra@sandwell.gov.uk specifying the grounds 
of their objection by 26th March 2015. 

Dated 26th day of February 2015 
N SHARMA, Director - Governance 


HIGHWAYS 

AGENCY 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 - SECTION 14(1)(A) 

THE M5 MOTORWAY (JUNCTION 1, SANDWELL) 

(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2015 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Secretary of State for Transport 
intends to make an Order on the M5 Motorway, in the Metropolitan 
Borough of Sandwell, to allow gantry inspection work to be carried out. 
The effect of the Order will be to close, at different times, the slip roads 
leading - 

1. from the northbound carriageway of the M5 at Junction 1; and 

2. to the southbound carriageway of the M5 at Junction 1. 

The work will be carried out over one night between 22:00 hours and 
04:30 hours and is expected to start on Thursday 19 March 2015. 

The Order will come into force on Monday 16 March 2015. 

Vehicles being used for police, fire brigade or ambulance purposes and 
vehicles being used in connection with the works or by a traffic officer will 
be exempt from the closures. 

A diversion route via M6 Junction 7 will be signed. 

For further information, please contact Dennis Wheeler 0121 678 8126. 
Mike Lloyd, a Higher Executive Officer in the Highways Agency. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Century Road, Oldbury) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2015, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along 
Century Road, Oldbury between McKean Road and Broadwell Road. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 17/04/15, 
effective from 09/03/1 5. Traffic will be diverted via Broadwell Road, Birmingham Road, 
Birmingham Street, Simpson Street, McKean Road and vice-versa. Purpose — 
repairs to a damaged Severn Trent Water sewerage pipe. 
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ClassifiedAds 


PATRICIA ANN CLARKE 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 62 Elizabeth 
Road West Bromwich West Midlands B70 
OEY, who died on 05/02/2015 are 
required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned on or before 
08/05/2015, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

IWC ESTATE PLANNING AND 
MANAGEMENT LTD 

Suite 3 First Floor 
9-13 Booking End 

Braintree Essex CM7 9AE T433972 


★ ★★ 


GENTLEMAN, 62 

Widower, who is kind and 
caring with a GSOH, wishes to 
meet lady to share days out, 
friendship and maybe more. 

Photo appreciated (returned) 

Box Number PI 9708, 


10 

Personals 


Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

★ ★★ 


L 



FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet ADULT 
FUN! Call 01216 202445 for full 
details. Discretion assured. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 



Place your items for sale with great 
offers from the Express & Star and 

reach over half a million people*. 

We don’t have any hidden fees, expensive delivery charges 
or commission payments - just a great service, at great value 
for money enabling you to buy and sell locally. 

Contact us today to place your advert 


TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


*SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local ClassifiedAds 


Mother’s Da 



SATURDAY, MARCH 14 



Write your message here. One word per box 





Name:. Mother’s Address: 

Telephone Number:. . 


Postcode:. 

If you have selected an illustrated message, please enclose a cheque for £10, made payable to M.N.A, and sent to the address below. 


Send to: Mother’s Day Greetings, Classifieds, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV11ES or call 
into your local Express & Star office. Deadline for messages is 11am, Friday, March 13,2015. 


Express & Star 



Aerials 




Builders 



J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS£55-SATELLITE£65 

SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/ 07818 587626 


LUKE’S local AERIALS 

WEIP 0121 445 1382 mjffiB 

^**^uke’s Mobile: 07864 59054?™^ 

NEW DIGITAL AERIAL + MAST + CABLE £54 
DIGITAL AERIAL + CABLE to any room £54 
NEW CABLE £39 REMOVE AERIAL £29 
REPAIRS £39 TUNING £25 
^SATELLITE DISH Fitted £64 DISH REPAIRS £39* 
DIGITAL AERIAL To 2 Rooms JUST £80 
^ 3 Rooms JUST £100 4 Rooms JUST £120 ^ 


bathrooms & kitchens 



HUNTER 

BUILD* 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist 

* UPVC Windows and Doors 

* Fascia and Soffits 

* Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations 

* Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752 506695 
0121 556 7203 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
-10% off thermally efficient 
Shutters and outdoor awnings! 

- 30% off Conservatory roof blinds! 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384886162/01902500204 
07989 588728/0121 2706104 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 




g maBBeW Bli Biaailia O M«ia>HifclHlia 0 <il!IIMil4V Hi l38IHlEg 
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BUILDING 

SERVICES 

We specialise in: 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, 
Plastering, Alterations, Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Roofing, Drawing Service Available 
For Free No Obligation Quote call Adrian 

0121 556 5806 - 07950 904087 



Do you need \ 
to promote your 


to promote your 
building services? 
Please call 
01902 319590 ifj 
01902 319577 


BUILDING 

& PLASTERING 



All aspects of building work & Civil 
Engeneering undertaken: Extensions, 

Garages, Commercial Developments, Tarmacing, 

Rendering, Concreting, Complete Renovations, Carpentry, 

Remedial Work, UPVC Windows & Conservatories/Guttering, Garden Walls, 
Slabbing, Kitchens, Bathrooms, Decorating, Flat Roofs/Repairs, Conversions, 
Damp Proofing, Insurance Work, Maintenance, Fencing, Flooring/Laminate etc. 


01562632577 07572909989 


BUILD WITH CONFIDENCE 

with Codsall Property Services Ltd A 



combined experience you can trust us 
I I to deliver your dreams :—a 

Call us on 07712 292 271 for a free no obligation quote 
Unit 3, Harrison Works, Moor Street South, Wolverhampton WV2 3JN 


Building Plans 




Please^gajll^. 
now to promote 
your services 

Please call 

01902 319590 
01902 319577 



BUILDING 

DESIGNS 


Plans prepared for building 
projects both commercial 
and domestic 

For free advice call 

01384 413206 
07983 131225 
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Local Specialists 
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Carpets 




Gardening 


able BROMLEY CARPETS/BEDS 


& 


FURNITURE/RUGS/VINYLS & LAMINATES 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE I 



DISABLED? OAP? CAN’T GET OUT? OR ANYONE WHO JUST NEEDS EXTRA HELP! 


# WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WONT. 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take away old carpets 
‘FREE OF CHARGE’ 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. 

©Ma&fcflar 


VISA 


Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

For All aspects of 
cleaning & 
repair call 
Robert for a 
free quote on 
07767869792 
Soffits Fascias 


GOLDIE 

ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 


• Full/Part Rewires 

• Extra Lights and Sockets 

• Security Lighting 

• Garden Electrics 

• All electrical repairs 


FREE Quotes / No call out charge 
35 years experience 

Tel: 0121-553 7344 


ROWAH TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


L Mobilej_q7866i804907j 


EM^gj^[?[jflS3S 


80/20 Wool Twists 

Was £22 sq yd 
Now Only 

£8.99 sqyd 


Special Offer only 6 left. 
Double memory beds plus 
free matching headboard 

rrp £799 Now only £250 



www.ablecarpets.co.uk Terms and conditions apply. 


Wiltons 

From Only 

£8.99 sq yd 


Divan Beds 

Single from £96 
Double from £160 


Bleach cleanable carpets 

from 


Quality Double| 
Memory 
Foam bed 
RRP Was £899 


299 


L2 


Mega Ceep 
Saxony 

£12.99sq mt. 


Luxury 
Supreme 
Double bed 


£360 


OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 
Keirnon Bromley 0121 530 3633 


West Bromwich/Oldbury/Great Barr/Smethwick SUNDAYS 

10-3 


FREEPHONE 0800 0853747 

mwmmmmm 

Adrian Bromley 01902880541 


UP TO 

75% OFF 



l/lfe will beat your warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est.. 
BIG Superstores Burton Road, Gnrnal DY13TD 


ELITE 


FENCING 

We supply and fit 

FREE QUOTE 

no obligation 

01215577376 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 


• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 


• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 


FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


MB@electric 


All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: V - 


mbelectric. co. uk 


Decorating 




"DCSIMrfaBga 


* Interior and exterior 
painting and 
decorating 

* Special rates 
for OAPs 

* 25 years experience 1 

* Fully insured 


26 years experience 
Dulux Select Decorator 
Fully insured 
Call today for quote 


0121 434 5679 


www.duluxdecorator.co.uk/ 

tkspaintinganddecorating 


WEST MIDLANDS 
STAIRLIFT 
SERVICES 

NEED A STAIR LIFT OR 
ALREADY HAVE ONE, 
GIVE US A CALL. 
Services, repairs 
and callouts 
New and Reconditions 
Stair Lifts in stock 

07967 759793 
01384 211467 


Chase Fence Panels 

Top quality feather edge panels 
Waney over lap panels 
Concrete and wooden posts 
Gravel Boards Post Mix 
Open to Trade & Public 
CALL FOR SPECIAL OFFERS 
For all your fencing needs 

i We will beat any written quote 

07970 461530 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


BUDGET TREE SERVICES 

ALL TREE WORK UNDERTAKEN 
FELLING PRUNING REDUCTIONS 



AU.WMTE RECYCLED BEST PRICES I 

0121 5315122 . 



Kg 

Leaf Collection 
Grass cutting 
Hedge cutting 
Weeding / pruning 
/fence painting 
Patio jet washing service 


All aspects of gardening 


FREE QUOTATIONS 


07908012267 


Gas and Boiler Services 


T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
, AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


3 07507 070786 


Driveways 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 

SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
GRAVEL BOARDS. TRELLIS 


PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


Howard Jones 


pPainting^Decoratin^ 

•35 years experience *Very clean & tidy 
•Very reliable • FREE estimates 

Tel: 07880 731524/01215328174 



DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


g 0121-565 4533 


MJ 
DECORATING 


Property Services 


Interior and Exterior 
Decorating 


M&B PAINTING 
& DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


5 Year Guarantee On All Work 
Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



JolT Man 

“For those little jobs that 
just need doing” 

Special OAP Rates 

No job too small 


LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


Plastering 
Carpentry Work 


Fully Qualified 
Insured 
Est 17 yrs 
Telephone: 0121 531 7129 
Mobile: 07522 298327 



For advice call Carl on 
0121 556 1761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 
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Local Specialists^ 



Plumbing & Heating 


Roofing 


Skip Hire 








^ ★ CLUTCHES ★ GEAR BOXES ★ SERVICING 
★ NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES 
^ ★ MOTS ★ FREE WINTER CHECK ★ RECOVERY ★ 

★ ★ EXHAUSTS ★ DIAGNOSTICS A.. 

★ i 

12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 


• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 

•..tfr 

Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

550781 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 



Plastering 


Plasterer? 

Need to promote yo ur _ 

business, P'^as • 

—3 319590 oiBoa3i ga^Q | 


C.A. Plastering 

or competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on plastering, 
boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming and artex covering 
^ ^ Quality rendering and terrolining. 


07538 718264 


Plumbing & Heating 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, Worcester 
Bosch, Baxi & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas 


Call Eddie 

07976 755441 
0121 544 8427 




All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
and Gas work 


NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 945 
0121 557 5959 



MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 


REGISTERED 

m'AViLm 


Property Maintenance 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And 
Specialist Machine Rendering 

★ Rendering ★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

★ Flooring And Tiling ★ Plus Much More.... 
CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


A®.®., JSM2E12SS 

AO, A REAS 

All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

SCRAP CARS 

removed for FREE 


07920 005774 
3fr 

Window Specialists 



SANDWELL 


GLASS AND 
GLAZING LTD 


A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


JNODEPOSIT TAKENa 

ONLY PAY WHEN FULLY SATISFIED 

7no high pressure sales people! 

• ESTABLISHED 18 YEARS « f 


REPLACE THE GLASS ONLY 
5 YR GUARANTEE ON SEALED UNITS 

SUPPLY ONLY OR SUPPLY AND FIT 

Give us your sizes for an instant quote _ 



COMFORT Plumbing & Heating 

• Over 25 years experience 

• Install, service and repair all central heating systems 

• All gas and plumbing work undertaken • No job too small 

• All work guaranteed • FREE written quotes 

Telephone: 0121-531 0277 Mobile: 07973 940002 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 
* Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
★ Plumbing / emergencies 
★ Building work 

All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote c 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261 





@11 


OUSEHOLD- 

L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

~ All installations and repairs ^est^ 
Supply and fit or fit only 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 A 
V* www.household-plumbing.GO.uk ^ 


_PRO CO MBI • BIASI • VAILLANT • FERROLI • PRO COMBI • BIASI • VAILLANT • FERROLI • PE 

| CHEATING COMPANY 

SPECIAUSTS IN COMPLETE CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS, BOILER REPAIRS & CHANGES 


600X600 11k El 7.80 600x600 21ki.26.53* 
600x800 11k£23.75 600x800 21k£35.37) 
600x100011k £29.70 600x1000 21k £44.21 
600x120011k £35.70 600x1200 21k £53.01 
600x140011k £41.54 600x1400 21k £61.90 
600x160011k £47.50 600x1600 21k £ 75.001 

COMPLETE CENTRAL HEATING 


§ 2 ROEBUCK L ANE, WEST BROMWICH, WEST MIDLANDS B70 6Q P MOB: 0 794 0 579434 

m PRO COMBI • BIASI • VAILLANT • FERROLI • PRO COMBI • BIASI • VAILLANT • FERROLI • PRO COMBI • 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 
Shed & Gaeage Cleakance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 



| LINES OPEN TILL 10pm | 

I ; 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


MINI/MIDI 

SKIPS 


www.sandwejl glaz ing.co.uk 




Supplied & Fitted - All New Window, 
Doors & Conservatories — 

Double GlMzSm^B o emr Specialist 

• Locksmiths (24hr) • Broken Hinges 
» Handles • Misted Unit • Rubber Seals 

• CONSERVATORY LEAKS Elf 

• Guttering and Fascias in iM 

• Building and Property maintenance 
»Landlords/Commercial work undertaken 


^ OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Dave 0121 422 9655, 

07592 444490T 

dOW-Wi.J jC 





Call us on... 

01902 319577 






E-mail us af... 

sonu.bennings@expressandstar.co.uk 


m 


Post to... 

Sonu Bennings, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 
































































































































Spink is 
backing 
new boss 
Sherwood 

NIGEL SPINK believes 
new boss Tim Sherwood 
can galvanise Villa and 
stop their slide towards 
the Championship. 

Sherwood, Paul Lam¬ 
bert’s successor, watched 
from the stands as his 
new side beat Leicester 
City 2-1 to reach the FA 
Cup quarter-finals. 

Villa can now look 
forward to a local derby 
against Albion in the 
last eight of the Cup, but 
Sherwood’s priority is 
to ensure Villa climb the 
table after a run of five 
consecutive defeats saw 
them plunge into the rel¬ 
egation zone. 

The 46-year-old spent 
five months as head coach 
of Tottenham last season 
and Villa legend Spink 
saw enough in that short 
time to convince him that 
Sherwood is the right man 
to turn the club’s fortunes 
around. 

The former Villa keeper 
said: “I think the squad 
needs a bit of a kick up 
the backside aligned with 
a boost of confidence and 
probably a new voice in 
front of them. 

“Tim brings that to the 
party and I think he will 
be the right type of char¬ 
acter to give them half a 
chance of getting out of 
the situation they are in. 

“I think he will bring a 
bit of steel and there will 
be no nonsense.” 

Canaries 
have eye on 
Dorrans 

NORWICH are hoping to 
seal a permanent £2m move 
for out-of-favour Albion 
midfielder Graham Dorrans 
in the summer. 

The Scotland interna¬ 
tional officially moved to 
the Canaries last week in 
a loan deal that runs until 
March 22. 

But it’s understood the 
Championship play-off chas¬ 
ers are looking to bag the 
27-year-old permanently, al¬ 
though talk of a £4m switch 
is wide of the mark. 

Dorrans was a bargain 
£150,000 from Livingstone 
in 2008 and has made nearly 
200 appearances for Albion 
but has struggled to be a 
Premier League regular at 
The Hawthorns. It’s be¬ 
lieved the Baggies are will¬ 
ing to listen to offers. 


Heat taken out of Madras by That Team 


THAT Team’s Wednesbury Tuesday night 
league title push continues to gather mo¬ 
mentum after they defeated championship 
rivals Athletico Madras 12-9 in a five-a-side 
thriller. 

Both sides went into the game level on 
points with Inter YN in a three-way tie at 
the summit, so a win here was crucial for 
either with momentum being an important 
factor as the campaign reaches the halfway 
mark. 

It was a hard-fought encounter in which 
the two showed why they’re competing at 
the right end of the table, producing superb 


Football 


attacking football which made for a small¬ 
sided spectacle which makes the games en¬ 
tertaining. 

And it could have gone either way with 
both outfits missing several chances, but 
it was That Team’s extra firepower which 
made the difference, taking their tally to 41 
goals in five matches as they gained a valu¬ 
able three points. 

It was a tough loss for Athletico, but with 


them only trailing the league leaders by 
three points there’s still plenty of time for 
them to recover. 

That victory wasn’t enough to keep That 
Team top though as Inter YN replaced 
them on goal difference coming up with 
a comfortable 5-0 win over Scouting For 
Goals, effectively eliminating the latter 
from contention. 

In what was expected to be a close con¬ 
test, Inter were never really made to get out 
of second gear against a surprisingly lack¬ 
lustre Scouting For Goals team. 

Elsewhere Them Guys picked up their 


first win of the season and moved off the 
bottom in the process by defeating Unreal 
Madrid 11-6. The Tuesday league debutants 
continue to improve with each passing week 
and although it’s too late for them to chal¬ 
lenge this time around, they’re sure to be a 
threat in the upcoming campaigns. 

Pulse are still looking for new teams to 
join their leagues, with five-a-sides running 
on Tuesday, Wednesday and it also has an 
eight-a-side running on Sundays. 

Anyone interested should contact Pulse 
on 0121 506 1100 or by email at soccer@ 
pulsewednesbury.co.uk. 


Second beating at 
Harborne's hands 


Harborne RUFC 31 Wednesbury RUFC 3 

THIS week Wednesbury travelled to a side 
flying high in the league. 

In their last encounter Harborne beat Wednes¬ 
bury conclusively 57-0 and were expecting to do 
the same in this game. But Wednesbury had other 
ideas, with a weakened side containing five mem¬ 


bers of the second team tl 
renewed spirit. 

With such a young side 
mistakes were bound to 
happen but that does not 
detract from their perfor¬ 
mance, to a man they played 
well. 

Wednesbury took an early 
lead thanks to a penalty 
from Dan Till as the open¬ 
ing 15 minutes belonged to 
them. 

Their pack dominated 
their opponents however, 
the lineout let Wednesbury 
down giving away lots of po¬ 
sition. 

It took the home side 15 
minutes to get enough posi¬ 
tion to make any headway 
against a stubborn Wednes¬ 
bury defence. 

When the breakthrough 
came, a missed tackle by 
the Wednesbury defence 
allowed the off load to the 
Harborne winger to race 
over for their first try, which 
was converted. Harborne’s 
second try came six minutes 
later, their backs again fin¬ 
ished off another excellent 
stage to go over for their 
second try and conversion. 

Wednesbury kept up their 
attack but could not break 
through the Harborne de¬ 
fence 

The visitors continued 
their dominance, winning 
numerous ball against the 
head but with no further 


ey went out to play with a 

Rugby 

score. The second half con¬ 
tinued in the same vein with 
both sides giving their all 
Wednesbury’s defence play¬ 
ing an outstanding game. 

Midway through the half 
Wednesbury lost a couple 
of players through injuries 
which disrupted their game 
and for a short time they 
lost their way in the pro¬ 
ceedings. 

This loss of composure al¬ 
lowed Harborne to push on 
using their wingers to great 
effect in the lastl5 minutes 
of the contest, they ran in 
three tries and a conversion 
which essentially sealed the 
game for them. 

Wednesbury never gave 
in and tried till the very end 
but they were up against a 
very good Harborne side 
and the score line did not 
reflect the game. 

The game merits several 
players being mentioned 
Dan Blake, Chris Dawes 
and Tom Reynolds but the 
man of the match must go to 
Dave Hall, although playing 
in the unaccustomed posi¬ 
tion for him at No.8 he had 
an outstanding game. 

Next week Wednesbury 
entertain Newcastle, Staffs, 
kickoff 2.15pm. 



Wednesbury’s pack getting ready for a scrum during their away clash against Harbone 


Villa in 
massive 
cut on 
tax loss 

VILLA have announced 
a £3.9m loss after tax for 
the year ending May 31, 
2014 - down from £51.8m 
for the previous year. 

The reduction was 
mainly due to a £33.2m 
increase in turnover to 
£116.9m and a £12.9m 
reduction in operating ex¬ 
penses to £121.7m. 

The increase in turno¬ 
ver was largely down to 
the new Premier League 
broadcasting agreements, 
but the club’s commercial 
and sponsorship revenues 
also grew. 

The consolidated bal¬ 
ance sheet at May 31, 
2014, shows net assets of 
£2.1m compared to net li¬ 
abilities of £84.2m at May 
31, 2013. 

Chief financial officer 
Robin Russell said: “We 
are very pleased to be able 
to report improved results 
after a period of heavy fi¬ 
nancial losses. 

“By controlling costs 
we have been able to take 
advantage of the new Pre¬ 
mier League broadcast¬ 
ing deal to bring the club 
closer to self-sufficiency. 

“Compliance with Fi¬ 
nancial Fair Play contin¬ 
ues to be a key component 
of our planning and we re¬ 
main focused on growing 
the club in a responsible 
and sustainable way.” 
Villa are second bottom 
of the Premier .They go 
to Newcastle on Saturday. 
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Hardman 
Vinnie in 
Brum date 


EX-FOOTBALLER 
turned-movie star Vinnie 
Jones is coming to Birming¬ 
ham for An Evening With 
event. 

Jones will be at the Hilton 
Metropole, part of the NEC 
in Birmingham, on Wednes¬ 
day May 6. 

There will be two boxing 
favourites sharing the top 
table with Jones, who will 
also be staging a question 
and answer session. 

‘Big’ Joe Egan, a former 
sparring partner of Mike 
Tyson, will be with former 
WBC world welterweight 
champion John H Streacy. 

Admission is £150 per 
person, which includes a 
four-course meal.Go to 
www.phoenixgroupplc. 
com or call Guv Shergill on 
07738 377 623. 



LIKE US O FOLLOW US O 

TO CLAIM YOUR FIRST GRADING GAME! 


www.pulsewednesbury.co.uk 


SCORE MORE THAN GOALS IN OUR 5-A-SIDE LEAGUES 
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SPORT 


That Team 

Heat put on Madras 
in Pulse league 
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Sports Desk 01902 319531 


Double downer 

Wednesbury lose 
twice to league rivals 
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email: Chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 



Brunt is 
to focus 
on being 
defender 

CHRIS Brunt insists he is 
happy to focus on nailing 
down Albion’s left-back po¬ 
sition after giving his bless¬ 
ing to new skipper Darren 
Fletcher. 

Brunt lost the captaincy 
after four years to Janu¬ 
ary signing Fletcher on the 
same day he was switched to 
left-back by boss Tony Pulis. 

But the Northern Ireland 
international says he is com¬ 
fortable with the change. 

“The gaffer has come 
in and it’s his team. If he 
thinks Fletch is better for 
the job that’s fine with me,” 
said the 30-year-old. 

“It’s been an honour to 
be captain, but I said to him 
when he first came in that 
if he had somebody better 
in mind that was his choice 
and I would respect that and 
get on with it. 

“Now I will have to con¬ 
centrate on holding down 
my new position in the 
team, so I’ve got plenty to 
think about without having 
to worry about who is cap¬ 
tain.” 

Midfielder Brunt has 
started Albion’s last three 
games in the left-back role 
after being moved at half¬ 
time in the 2-2 draw at 
Burnley. 

Brunt believes he is ad¬ 
justing to his new role. 

“I played there a few 
times last year but under 
the new manager it’s a lot 
different,” he said. 

Matthew to 
get a shot 

AN unknown darter from 
Smethwick is heading to the 
PDC’s UK Open after net¬ 
ting a wildcard spot through 
a qualifier in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. 

Matthew Tedstone is now 
dreaming of upsetting the 
big boys at the ‘FA Cup of 
Darts’ next month, after 
coming through a three-fig¬ 
ure field. 

Wolverhampton’s Dean 
Stewart has again also 
won himself a place - and 
this year he will be going 
straight into the second 
round. 

He will be joined at the 
Butlins holiday resort in 
Minehead by fellow Wul- 
frunian Wayne Jones, 
Dudley’s Mark Jones and 
Stourbridge’s Nick Full well. 

The 128-man UK Open 
will take place at the But- 
lin’s holiday resort in Mine- 
head and will run from 
March 6 to 8, in front of the 
ITV4 television cameras. 


Saido and Brown 'could be the key to survival' 


FORMER captain Chris Brunt says the 
form and fitness of Saido Berahino and 
Brown Ideye could determine whether Al¬ 
bion stay in the Premier League. 

Brunt reckons the Baggies will have ‘a 
great chance’ of survival if they keep their 
new strike duo fit and firing. 

Ideye scored four times in three games 
before Saturday’s goalless draw at Sunder¬ 
land. 

It has helped wipe away memories of a 
nightmare first six months at The Haw¬ 
thorns, while Berahino is the Baggies’ 16- 
goal leading scorer. 


Football 


“With the threats we have got from set- 
pieces and with Saido and Brown looking 
dangerous over the last few weeks we are 
always in with a chance of winning games,” 
said Brunt. 

“That’s how it’s panned out in the last 
few games and hopefully that will continue 

“The gaffer came in and we’ve all seen 
that with a change in manager positive 
things happen. 

“Things have just clicked for Brown over 


the last couple of weeks and, fair-play to 
him, he has taken his chances well. 

“He is working hard for the team and 
that’s the main thing and he will get his 
benefits from that.” 

Brunt praised the fighting quality of the 
pair, which has given the side a lift. 

“Saido is Saido - he’s a fantastic finisher 
and the gaffer gets on his case and gets him 
working hard for the team,” he said. 

“He’s a fantastic talent and we’ve seen 
that over the last couple of weeks.” 

Albion have lost just once in nine games 
since the arrival of Tony Pulis, managing to 


keep six clean sheets. Brunt, who has slot¬ 
ted in at left-back in the last three games, 
believes tight defending has become the 
bedrock of the Baggies’ bid to avoid relega¬ 
tion. 

The Baggies’ form has turned around 
after poor results before Christmas led to 
the sacking of former head coach Alan Ir¬ 
vine. 

And Brunt admitted the players must 
take responsibility for the previous prob¬ 
lems. 

“It boils down to what we do on the pitch 
and we haven’t been good enough there.” 


LONG WAY FOR 
TEDIOUS GAME 


Sunderland 0 Albion 0 

IT was a hell of a long way for 1,500 
hardy Albion souls to travel to watch 
the latest tedious spectacle. 

But if days like Saturday help them avoid 
turning another campaign of crisis into a foot¬ 
balling catastrophe, they will be viewed as a 


legitimate means to an 

After two home games 
when Pulis’s men found 
some style to augment 
their solidity, Saturday on 
Wearside brought a return 
to the kind of attritional, 
hard-to-watch stuff that had 
characterised most of this 
depressing season. 

The key difference from 
the early months of the sea¬ 
son, however, was that with 
Pulis’s meticulous organisa¬ 
tion to the fore, Albion stood 
firm and claimed a point 
that might just prove crucial 
in the final reckoning. 

Prevented 

It took them further away 
from Villa following the late 
give away against Stoke, 
put more ground between 
them and QPR after the 
Londoners’ latest away-day 
let-down and prevented 
Burnley’s impressive point 
at Chelsea making any kind 
of dent into the Baggies’ ad¬ 
vantage. 

It was a day when Brown 
Ideye’s recent run of im¬ 
pressive form ground to 
a halt as the record sign¬ 
ing found the going tough 
against the experienced de¬ 
fensive duo of Wes Brown 
and John O’Shea. 

With Saido Berahino 
also misfiring in front of 
watching England boss Roy 
Hodgson and midfielders 


end. 

Football 

struggling to add a creative 
spark to their tireless graft, 
the Baggies were toothless 
in attack. 

Official statistics indi¬ 
cated one shot on target for 
Albion, two for the home 
side - an accurate picture of 
the kind of game a 40,000- 
plus crowd had to endure. 

So it was a day when dis¬ 
cipline and commitment 
were key and when Albion’s 
relatively new-look back 
four had to stand up and be 
counted. 

Pulis has done what he 
knows best and given Albion 
a platform on which to build 
their survival bid from the 
rubble of the ill-fated Pepe 
Mel and Alan Irvine eras. 

They needed a couple of 
slices of good fortune on 
Saturday with the visitors 
getting the benefit of the 
two most contentious calls. 

Three minutes before the 
end of a forgettable first 
half, Yacob tried his luck for 
the Baggies with a 25-yard 
shot after winning posses¬ 
sion from Alvarez. 

The second half contin¬ 
ued to be flat but Sunder¬ 
land did all the pressing and 
substitute Connor Wickham 
had a near-post header. 



Joleon Lescott ofAlbion tangles with Jermain Defoe of Sunderland in the scoreless game 


Blues 
are sunk 
by Sears 

Ipswich 4 Blues 2 

FREDDIE SEARS bagged 
a brace as Ipswich got their 
promotion challenge back 
on track with a 4-2 home 
win over battling Birming¬ 
ham. 

Tyrone Mings grabbed his 
first Ipswich goal in the 24th 
minute before an absorbing 
second half saw both Sears 
and Blues’ David Davis 
score twice before Kevin 
Bru made the game safe in 
stoppage time. 

Ipswich opened the scor¬ 
ing when Mings powerfully 
head met Paul Anderson’s 
corner to send home his first 
goal for the club. 

Ipswich doubled their lead 
when Sears raced through 
slot home four minutes 
after the interval. 

But Birmingham reduced 
the deficit when Paul Cad¬ 
dis’ pinpoint cross was beau¬ 
tifully turned in by the head 
of midfielder Davis. 

Ipswich restored their 
two-goal advantage when 
Sears exploited a mistake 
and drill the ball into the 
far corner. 

Blues pulled a goal back 
with 12 minutes remaining 
throughDavis. 

The game was on a knife- 
edge until Bru was on hand 
to poke in a rebound. 

Albion link to 
striker otoo 

GHANA striker Mahatma 
Otoo has claimed Albion are 
keeping tabs on him. 

The forward, who plays 
for Sogndal in the Norwe¬ 
gian Premier League, be¬ 
lieves a move may happen 
at the end of the season. 

“Yes I have heard about 
it (the interest),” said Otoo, 
who has seven caps for the 
national side. 
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When You Need Extra 
Su ppo rt and Ccire a t 
Homers 



- /HOME CARE LTD 

/ www.tiptonhomecare.co.uk 

Tipton Home Care provides personal care and support 
to the people of Tipton and the surrounding areas. 
Tipton Home Care are always interested in talking to 
anyone who would like to join our company as care 
workers to meet our ever increasing client list. 


PERSONAL CARE 
IN YOUR 
OWN HOME 

From 7am - 10.00pm 
• Breakfast > Lunch > Dinner 

• Wash and Dress 

• Evening Time > 
Bedtime Visit 


Areas covered: 

Upton, 
Wednesbury, 
West Bromwich, 
North Dudley, 
Yew Tree Walsall, 
Tividale & 
Great Barr 


/home care ltd 

Telephone: 0121 557 3649 (9am-5pm) 
Mobile: 07889 018517 
Fax: 0121 557 6080 





















